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From Pastor Peder 
 
This is a photo of one 
of my very favorite 
places in the world. It 
is the Garden of 
Gethsemane outside 
of Jerusalem. I have 
visited it on two occa-
sions, once in 2009 
and again this past 
January. On both 
trips (which were very different from each other) the 
experience of this place was profoundly special. 
 
While many of the traditional sites of Judeo-Christian 
history are more “traditional” than “actual”, Gethsem-
ane is known. It is THE garden where Jesus was  
arrested. It is THE place where he faced his fears, 
prayed for another (easier) way, was betrayed by his 
beloved disciple, arrested unjustly, and abandoned by 
his closest disciples. 
 
Simply knowing that Jesus himself stood on the very 
ground beneath your feet is moving enough. Knowing 
that his tears watered that soil during what was  
perhaps his most human of moments can be over-
whelming. It certainly was on my first visit, as I knelt 
shoulder to shoulder with Orthodox pilgrims (it was 
Lent) who openly wept as they prayed in a language 
my mind could not understand but my heart seemed 
to know perfectly. Our tears flowed together and 
joined those of our Lord as they fell upon this holy 
ground.  I will never forget this. 
 
Then there are the trees. Some of these olive trees are 
ancient – over 2,000 years old! They were there with 
Jesus and stand today as living witnesses to his love 
and his agony. It is amazing.  
 
On my most recent visit, I had the honor of telling the 
story of Gethsemane (Mark 14:32-50). In the story, 
Jesus tells his disciples they will all abandon him. Peter 
promises that, though all others will, he will not. 

He goes so far as to say that even if he must die, he’ll 
never leave Jesus. All of the disciples say the same, by 
the way. But at the final verse of the story, “all of them 
deserted him and fled.”  
 

After telling this story, I walked among these trees, 
and it struck me that while everyone ran from that 
place – and from Jesus – the trees stayed, and are still 
there. I found myself thanking them for doing what 
Jesus’ disciples (and all of us) could not do. They 
stayed. They live. And in their living, they remind us 
what it is to be rooted in holy ground.  
 

I prayed that day to be more like these trees, to stay 
with Jesus when leaving seems the easier and safer 
choice. I pray that for you and for all who are called by 
God, claimed by the Holy Spirit, and blessed to know 
the nearness of Christ. 
 

As we approach once again the story of that sacred 
night, and as we move through our final days of prepa-
ration to rejoice in the empty tomb at Easter, I pray 
that we experience all of this with our hearts always 
and firmly rooted in the holy ground of faith, knowing 
that it is watered by Jesus’ own tears of compassion 
for us and for the world, and by the eternal grace 
poured into us in baptism.  
 

May we too be known as living witnesses to Jesus’  
undying love! 
 

Grace and Peace, 
Pastor Peder 
 

Two important notes about Holy Week: 
1) A great worship experience is offered between Palm 
Sunday and Easter. Please join us for Maundy Thurs-
day, Good Friday, and the Easter Vigil (Saturday) – all 
beginning at 7:00pm. It is one grand liturgy, spanning 
the Great Three Days, and promises to be a moving 
experience of God’s healing grace.   
2) As with last year, we will hold one worship service 
on Easter Sunday at 8:30AM, to worship as one body 
on this most important day. All are welcome to come 
early for fellowship and/or remain for our annual  
Easter Breakfast following the service.   



 

Thank you to all those who  
sponsored special gifts during  
the month of March. 
 

Sanctuary lamp was given… 
March 12:  by Doug and Janice Knight in memory 
of Stan Knight. 
_________________________________________ 

 
An important part of our ministry 
at Bethlehem Church is being   
prayer partners with those in need 
− whether they are members of 
our Bethlehem Church family, 
friends or relatives of members, 

people from our community, nation, or around the 
globe. 
 

We share the name of each individual in printed or 
verbal form in worship or the Prayer Chain who is 
to be lifted up in prayer. Since some of those for 
whom we pray are not members, we ask a couple 
of favors from you. 
 

1. Please keep us updated on the status of the 
individual as to whether they should remain on 
the list or be removed. 

2. Before putting someone on the list or the  
Prayer Chain, please get their permission first. 
We have to respect the privacy of the indi-      
vidual. Although we may want them on the 
prayer list/chain, they may not want their 
health concern made public. 

 

If you would like a visit or prayer, please let  
us know when you will be going into a medical  
facility, or please have a family member notify us. 
Due to privacy laws, the hospitals/nursing homes 
do not notify us without your permission. 
_________________________________________ 

 
 

If you have changed your address, 
phone number or email address, 
please let us know so we can keep 
our records up to date.  
 

Thank you for helping to keep us informed! 
 

If you need a ride to church or a 
church activity, contact one of our 
“Share-A-Ride” volunteers. 
 

 
Chairperson:  Jo Pinnow  897-4275 
Doug Bliss    897-4618 
Renata Olsen    558-4969 
Dan Fisher    897-8304 
 

If you would like to help out as a driver, 
please call Jo Pinnow at the number above. 

_________________________________________ 
 

  
Phinley Jo Johnson 

March 26, 2017 
 

Parents are Bobbi Johnson and Jeremy Jeffson; 
sponsors are Nicole Thompson and Jamie Lawler. 
_________________________________________ 
 

In Appreciation 
 

Thank you for your recent contribution in support 
of the homeless of our area. We appreciate your 
continuing concern for those in need. 

Family Promise of Green County 
 

Thank you to Thrivent Financial members who 
have directed their Thrivent Choice Dollars® to 
Bethlehem Church. Total gifts to Bethlehem 
through the Choice Dollars® program totaled 
$610.00. Your gifts will help further support the 
ministries of Bethlehem Lutheran Church. We  
appreciate that you chose Bethlehem as the  
recipient of your Thrivent Choice Dollars®. 
 

Dear Church Family, 
Thank you for your thoughts and prayers during 
this difficult time. Your prayers have been heard 
and I’m feeling much better.  −Pam McKay 
 

Thank you for supporting our mission of “Building 
lives in Christ”.  Your gift of $200.00 in support of 
Lutherdale’s ministry is a blessing and greatly  
appreciated. −Jeffrey Bluhm, Executive Director 
 

Skaalen Nursing & Rehabilitation gratefully 
acknowledges your gift of $200.00. Thank you for 
this gift that will help us care for all who reside 
here for years to come.−Kris Krentz, President CEO 



Christian Education in April 
 

Sunday Faith Formation   
Faith Formation continues on Sunday mornings  
during the 9:00 a.m. worship hour. A separate  
lesson time for children is offered. Children will 
start worship in the sanctuary, then move to an 
area to hear a children’s version of that Sunday’s 
lesson and afterwards return to the sanctuary for 
the ending portion of worship. There will be no 
Faith Formation on Easter Sunday.  
April 30, will be the last Sunday Faith Formation 
for the season. 
 

Adult Bible Class is held immediately following the 
worship hour. Get a cup of coffee and join the 
group discussion in the Fellowship Hall. There will 
be no Adult Bible Class on Easter Sunday. 

Faith Night at Bethlehem Lutheran continues on 
Wednesdays from 5:30 – 7:00. The evening begins 
with a meal at 5:30; parents are encouraged to 
join their children. At 6:00 everyone can join the 
rotating small group sessions. We conclude with a 
quick ending to our evening. There will be no Faith 
Night on Wednesday, April 12. 

Book of Faith In April, we continue meeting the 
2nd and 4th Mondays at 7PM with Ed Kallas 
hosting the April 10th meeting and then on April 
24th we meet at the Dieckhoff’s, W2202 Pinnow 
Rd. right off of highway County OK.  We continue 
in the fascinating book of Genesis. Come on, give 
an evening of study and fellowship a try! 
_________________________________________ 

 

We need your help! 
 

Bethlehem Church is responsible for 
staffing the Community Closet in 
April. We need helpers to staff the 
closet from 10:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. 

A signup sheet is on the table in the foyer. Please 
sign up! You do not have to sign up for the whole 
time. At the printing of this newsletter we have 
one helper signed up. This community ministry is 
completely dependent on volunteers. Please help 
out with this important service to the community. 
If you have questions about what is involved, 
please see Peggy Huseman.  

Personal Care Kits 
for Lutheran World Relief 

 
This Lenten season we continue  
collecting items for Personal Care Kits 
to be sent to Lutheran World Relief. A list of sup-
plies needed will be in the basket in the narthex 
where the items are collected. 
 

Items needed for Kits: 
 

 One light-weight bath-size towel (20”X 40” to 
52” X 27”), dark color recommended 

 Two bath-size bars (4 to 5 oz.) of soap, any 
brand, in original wrapping 

 One adult-size toothbrush in its original      
packaging 

 One sturdy comb (no picks or fine-toothed 
combs) 

 One metal nail clippers (attached file optional) 
 

All items should be new and in good condition. 
_________________________________________ 

 
 
 
 

 

Women of Bethlehem Church 
 

Please join us for our WELCA Meeting 
Thursday, April 20 at 6:30 p.m. 

 

It was decided that WELCA would meet two times 
a year—once in the spring and once in the fall. We 
will be making plans for the first half of 2017 at the 
April meeting and plans for the second half at the 
September or October meeting. 
 

Purpose of the Women of the ELCA 
 

 As a community of women 
 Created in the image of God, 
 Called to discipleship in Jesus Christ, and 
 Empowered by the Holy Spirit, 
 We commit ourselves to grow in faith,             
 affirm our gifts,  
 support one another in our callings, 
 Engage in ministry and action, and 
 Promote healing and wholeness in the  
 Church, the society, and the world. 



 

 
 

 

MARK YOUR CALENDARS! 
 
Better Brodhead and the School District of  
Brodhead would like to invite you to the Health  
and Wellness Expo on Thursday, April 27 from 
5:30PM-7:30PM at the Brodhead High School. Over 
20 Green County resources have been invited to 
provide presentations and resources to Brodhead 
residents. This will be a drop in event – come when 
you can, stay as long as you wish, and leave when 
you must. Some confirmed resource booths  
include; NAMI Green County, Sexual Assault Recov-
ery Program, Green County AODA, F.A.I.T.H.,  
Brodhead EMS, Green Haven, WIC and Green  
County Public Health just to name a few! 
 
The Brodhead Police Department will conduct a 
Prescription Drug Take Back event during the 
health and wellness expo.  The goal of the Drug 
Take Back event is to create a safe, convenient, and 
responsible means of disposal of prescription medi-
cation, while also educating the general public 
about the potential for abuse of these medications. 
Unused or expired medicine should never be 
flushed or poured down the drain! 
 
We invite the community to attend the health and 
wellness expo and take advantage of the conven-
ience of having access to over 20 Green County  
resources at one time! Please contact Brielle with 
any questions or for more information (608) 447-
1363. 

WORSHIP OPPORTUNITIES IN LENT 
Mid-week Lenten Worship continues at 7:00 p.m. 

 
   March 29 Midweek Worship—Baptism 
   April 5  Midweek Worship—Holy Communion 

 

  “Take up your cross,” the Savior said, 
  “if you would my disciple be; 

  forsake the past, and come this day, 
  and humbly follow after me.” 

 
 

Take Up Your Cross, The Savior Said 
    Hymn #667—ELW 

 

You are invited to join us,  
along with our Faith Night Families,  
for a light supper beginning at 5:30 .  

We will serve until 6:15. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Palm/Passion Sunday 
April 9—Worship at 9:00 a.m. 

 
Maundy Thursday 
April 13—7:00 p.m.  

 
Good Friday 

April 14—7:00 p.m. 
 

Easter Vigil 
Saturday, April 15—7:00 p.m. 

 
Easter Sunday 

April 16—Worship at 8:30 a.m. 
Easter Breakfast following Worship 

(No Faith Formation or Adult Bible Class) 
 

 
 
 
 
Join us on Easter Sunday following worship for break-
fast! A delicious egg bake will be served along with 
fruit and muffins.  
A free-will donation will be accepted. 



Would you like to receive synod stories 
of our ministry together, timely news up-
dates and invitations to learning and min-
istry opportunities in synod? If you would 

like to receive What Matters and Walking Togeth-
er: Faith for Our Journey, please go to:  
http://bit.ly/SynodNews 
_________________________________________ 
 

Agrace Offers Orientation for Prospective  
Volunteers in April 

 
In April, Agrace Hospice & Palliative Care will offer 
volunteer orientation for those interested in mak-
ing  a difference in the lives of hospice patients. 
Orientation will be held April 6, from 5pm to 9pm 
at Agrace, 2901 N Wright Rd, Janesville. Before 
they attend orientation, prospective volunteers 
will complete an application and an interview  
process with Agrace’s Volunteer Services staff to 
identify the volunteer’s skills and interests. Call 
608-314-2922 to register for orientation. 
_________________________________________ 
 

Nidaros Cathedral Girls' Choir concert  
Tuesday, April 4 | 7:30 pm |  
Luther Memorial (Madison) 

 

Nidaros Cathedral Girls’ Choir from Trondheim, 
Norway, will perform at Luther Memorial Church 
in Madison. The choir consists of 36 girls ages 10–
19, conducted by Anita Brevik. Admission is free; a 
freewill offering will be accepted. Doors open at 
6:30 pm. Learn more at www.jentekor.no/english. 
 Luther Memorial Church 
 1021 University Avenue 
 Madison 
_________________________________________ 

 

WELCA Monroe Conference  
Spring Gathering 
Saturday, April 22 

New Hope Lutheran, Blanchardville WI 
 

Registration—8:30 a.m. 
Meeting—9:00 a.m. 

Program—10:30 a.m.  
Cracked Pots 

Speaker—Suzanne Bartels & Deanna Shimpach 
Lunch—12:00 noon—Cost $5.00 

Community Clothes Closet is 
open every Saturday from 
10am—2pm. The Clothes  

Closet is located at the old Power and Light 
Building, 1108 11th St. All items at the Closet are 
free and is staffed by volunteers. Bethlehem staffs 
the Community Closet in April. Please sign up to 
help! 
 
Healthy Eating, Healthy Living—The Senior Nutri-
tion Program of Green Co. provides balanced  
nutrition to seniors. For a Dining Center reserva-
tion, contact Brodhead Senior Center: 897-4796. 
 
White Gift food pantry hours are from 10—11am 
on the 3rd Saturday of the month. The pantry is 
located behind the Senior Center. If you have a 
need, please contact Vickie Krattiger at 897-4132. 
_________________________________________ 
 

homeenergy™+ 

 

Green County Human Services Department is cur-
rently taking applications for the Wisconsin Home 
Energy Assistance Program (WHEAP) for the 2017 
heating season which runs until May 15, 2017.  
 

WHEAP may be able to assist low income house-
holds offset their energy costs with a onetime pay-
ment based on income, household size and energy 
usage. 
 

Those households experiencing an energy crisis 
such as a pending electrical or natural gas discon-
nect or a propane or fuel oil shortage, may receive 
additional funds as well. In addition, the program 
also has provisions to repair or replace faulty  
furnaces for those who are eligible homeowners. 
 

Applications for WHEAP can be picked up at the 
Human Services Economic Support Unit located in 
the Pleasant View Complex at N3152 State High-
way 81, Monroe. Applications can also be mailed 
to interested parties by phoning (608) 328-9344. 
_________________________________________ 
 

“If you change the way you look at things, 
the things you look at change.” 

−Wayne Dyer   
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WORSHIP WITH US! 
 

Sundays—9:00 a.m. 
Worship & Faith Formation 

 

Wednesdays in Lent 
7:00 p.m. Worship 

Supper—5:30 to 6:15 
 

Easter Sunday Worship 
8:30 a.m. 

Breakfast following worship 

Holy Week Worship 

7:00 p.m. 
Maundy Thursday 

Good Friday 
Easter Vigil 


