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It all started with such promise – the angel announcing to Mary that the child  

she would bear would be called Son of the Most High; the conviction of Mary 

that this child would be the embodiment of God’s promised justice, that the    

hungry would be filled with good things and the rich sent away empty; angels  

announcing his birth; thousands being fed; the sick healed; the dead raised.  

 

And then, “My God, my God, why have you forsaken me?” It was over. The world hadn’t changed. 

Might still made right. How ridiculously naïve to believe that any reversal of the old order could 

come about. Hope is for the gullible. Looking at this broken man hanging utterly helpless, naked and 

broken on a cross, the powers and principalities, earthly and spiritual, death and the devil must have 

said, “You fool.”  

 

This, as St. Paul reminds us, is the wisdom of the world. And the world can present plenty of hard  

evidence that it is right: children killing children in horrific school shootings, 60 million displaced 

people – all of this supported by our rebellion against God, our idolatrous claim that we are in control 

and the world is ours. In the face of this and all of the suffering others cause and we cause others, we, 

too, might cry out, “My God, my God, why have you forsaken me?”  

 

I believe that the beginning of Psalm 22 expresses the anguish of the psalmist and the anguish of our 

Lord, but there is more going on here. Citing the first words of a text was, in the tradition of the time, 

a way of identifying an entire passage. The psalm ends this way: “All the ends of the earth shall     

remember and turn to the Lord; and all the families of the nations shall worship before him. … Pos-

terity will serve him; future generations will be told about the Lord, and proclaim his deliverance to a 

people yet unborn, saying that he has done it.” This is the wisdom of God. Jesus’ crucifixion is the 

death of our death. His innocent suffering has reconciled all of creation to God. He has done it. We 

stake our lives on this.  

 

This year, Easter falls on April 1. We shall have come through the Lenten desert to the Easter garden. 

We shall say, “Christ is risen. He is risen indeed. Alleluia!” And we shall confess this and live this in 

the face of worldly wisdom that is based on death. Life wins. Love wins. And if the world wants to 

call us April fools, we are glad to claim that title.  

 

 

The Rev. Elizabeth A. Eaton 

Presiding Bishop, Evangelical Lutheran Church in America 

 

An Easter message from Presiding Bishop Elizabeth Eaton 



Thank you to all those who  
sponsored special gifts during  
the month of March. 
 

Sanctuary lamp was given… 
March 18:  by Doug and Janice Knight in memory 
of Stan and Selma Knight. 
_________________________________________ 

 
COUNCIL LIAISONS 

 

The following council members are liaisons for the 
following ministry groups at Bethlehem. If you 
have any questions or comments about any of 
these ministries, please speak with that liaison(s). 
 

Parish Education       Donna Millard 
   Helen LaBorde 
 

Property Management 
   Tom Matteson 
 

Youth   Donna Millard 
   Chris Dieckhoff 
 

Stewardship  Cindy Miller 
 

Worship & Music Helen LaBorde 
 

Outreach/Mission Chris Dieckhoff 
   Steve Mischka 
 

Social Ministry Todd Long 
   Barb Krattiger 
 

Fellowship  Julie Neeley 
_________________________________________ 
 

   
 
 

 
With deepest sympathy we hold in prayer the 
family of Don Huseman, as they mourn his death 
on March 16, 2018. The funeral was at Bethlehem 
Church on March 23, 2018. 
_________________________________________ 

 

CARPET FUND UPDATE 
 

At printing we were at $4,065. We are 
making good progress in reaching our goal 
of $7,610. Thank you all for your dona-
tions! Please write “carpet fund” on the 
memo line of your checks when donating. 

 

If you need a ride to church or a 
church activity, contact one of our 
“Share-A-Ride” volunteers. 

Chairperson:  Jo Pinnow  897-4275 
Doug Bliss    897-4618 
Renata Olsen    558-4969 

If you would like to help out as a driver, 
please call Jo Pinnow at the number above. 

_________________________________________ 
 

WORDS OF APPRECIATION 
 

Thank you from Joanne Coplien for the cards, 
thoughts and prayers following the death of her 
mother, Lois Horst. She would also like to thank 
the H.O.M.E. Meal Team for the delicious meals 
they brought her following her illness. 
 

I would like to thank all that sent me notes and 
cards and also for the food. I really appreciated all. 
I have the cards in a pile on the table. I go through 
them all again—they really help to know you were 
with me through these hard times. I want to thank 
Pastor for the visits also. − Jo Pinnow 
 

Thank you for once again contributing to our goal 
of helping the homeless of Green County. We  
appreciate your concern for them.  
(This note is in response to the $112 sent from our Lenten 
Alms Wooden Plate offering for Family Promise.) 
 

Thank you to the following for the pre and post 
carpet installation help: Glen Watrud, Steve      
Oetzel, Tom and Kathy Matteson, Helen LaBorde, 
Wayne and Chris Dieckhoff, Nancy Sutherland, Ron 
and Vivienne Braun, Deb Malcook, Janell Boozier 
and any others we may have missed—for help  
taking down and setting up furniture, cleaning 
walls, windows, cabinets, furniture, light covers, 
toys and more! Your help is greatly appreciated! 
 

I am so thankful for your compassion and  
determination—both of which are vital to a warm 
welcome. Thank you for your generous gift of $84 
to Lutheran Immigration and Refugee Service. I am 
endlessly grateful for your care and endurance, 
and I know the families you impact echo my 
thanks!   −J. Michael Coburn, Dir. for Development 
(This note is in response to the $84 sent from our Lenten Alms 
Wooden Plate offering for Lutheran Immigration and Refugee 
Service.) 



 

Wednesdays 
We begin with a meal 

at 5:30 

 
In April: 

April 4:  Holy Moly The Easter Story 
  Luke 24:1-12 
April 11: Holy Moly Thomas Believes 
  John 20:19-29 
April 18: Road to Emmaus 
  Luke 24:13-35 
April 25: Last Night of Faith Night 
  FUN NIGHT! 
   

Faith    Family    Friends    Fun    Food 
 

Faith Night Meals—we begin our Wednesday 
Faith Night program with a meal. This helps busy 
families attend without having to prepare a meal 
at home beforehand. It’s also a great way to share 
friendship and fellowship with one another. We 
are asking for donations of desserts and fruit such 
as pineapple, grapes, oranges, etc. A signup sheet 
is on the table in the narthex. We still have a     
couple openings for donations in April. 

___________________________________ 
 

BOOK OF FAITH BIBLE STUDY 
 

We continue to meet each second and fourth 
Monday of the month at 7:00 p.m. We meet in 
member’s homes and locations will be announced 
in church prior to each study. We continue in the 
book of Genesis and find our discussions informa-
tive, lively and  interesting.  Join us!  

___________________________________ 
 

ATTENTION BETHLEHEM CHURCH WOMEN 
 

Our next planning meeting for spring is 
 

Monday, April 9 
6:30 p.m.  

 
Join us and bring your ideas! 

 

 
 
 
 
 

Brodhead Blood Drive 
Tuesday, April 10 

noon—5:00 
Bethlehem Lutheran Church 

 
_________________________________________ 

 
 

Women of the ELCA 
Monroe Conference 

 
 
 
 

Spring Business Meeting 
 

Saturday, April 21, 2018 
 

Wiota Lutheran Church 
6682 State Rd 78 North 

Wiota WI 
 

9:30—10:00 a.m.  
Registration 

 

10:00—11:30 a.m. 
Business Meeting 

 

Noon Lunch—$5.00 
Entertainment: The Junction Jammers 

(If you are unable to attend the meeting,  
you are welcome to join us for lunch and  

The Junction Jammers) 

 
EVERYONE IS INVITED TO ATTEND 



 
 
 
 
 
 

Palm/Passion Sunday 
March 25 – 9:00 a.m. 

 

A Reading of Mark’s Gospel 
Wednesday, March 28 – 7:00 p.m. 

 

Maundy Thursday 
March 29 – 7:00 p.m. 

 

Good Friday 
March 30 – 7:00 p.m. 

 

Easter Vigil 
March 31 – 7:00 p.m. 

_________________________________________ 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

_________________________________________ 
 

STARTING AGAIN IN APRIL 
 

Sarah Circle resumes 
 Monday, April 9th at 9:00 a.m. 

 

Friends of the Earth resumes 
Monday, April 23rd at 6:30 p.m. 

IT’S THAT TIME AGAIN! 
 

Bethlehem Church Staffs the 
Community Closet in April 

 

WE NEED HELP! 
 

The Community Closet is open from 10a.m. to 
2p.m. A signup sheet is on the table in the narthex. 
You don’t have to sign up for the entire day. If we 
get more helpers, others don’t have to work as 
many hours. Please sign up to help. Your help is 
most appreciated. 
_________________________________________ 
 

ATTENTION COUNCIL MEMBERS 
 

COUNCIL RETREAT 
Saturday, April 14 

9:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. 
at Julie Neeley’s home 

 
Please plan to attend! 

_________________________________________ 
 

SCHEDULE CHANGE FOR QUILTERS IN APRIL 
 

Due to the Blood Drive on April 10, the quilting 
group will meet the first and fourth Tuesdays in 
April. Mark your calendars for: 
 

April 3—9:00 a.m. 
April 24—9:00 a.m. 

 
Also...we would love to see more folks at our 
quilting groups! If you can tie a knot, you can help! 
You don’t have to be a quilter or sewing expert to 
join us. We break for coffee and snacks and we 
have a wonderful time! The more help we have, 
the more quilts we can send to those in need. 
_________________________________________ 

 
Mexican Consulate from Milwaukee 

will be at Bethlehem Church 
 

All Day Event  
Saturday, April 28th 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Easter Sunday is April 1st 
~Please note time change~ 
Worship begins at 8:30 a.m.  
Join us for Easter breakfast  

following worship. 
A free will donation will be accepted  

for the breakfast with proceeds  
going toward the  

Carpet Fund. 



Would you like to receive synod stories 
of our ministry together, timely news up-
dates and invitations to learning and min-
istry opportunities in synod? If you would 

like to receive What Matters and Walking Togeth-
er: Faith for Our Journey, please go to:  
http://bit.ly/SynodNews 
_________________________________________ 
 

Agrace to Offer Orientation for               
New Volunteers in April 

In April, Agrace Hospice & Palliative Care will    
offer orientation for those interested in brighten-
ing the lives of hospice patients by volunteering. 
Volunteer orientation will be held Tuesday, April 
10, from 8 a.m. to noon, at Agrace in Janesville. 
Before they attend orientation, prospective        
volunteers must complete an application and an 
interview process with Agrace’s staff to identify 
skills and interests. Call (608) 314-2922 for an    
application and to register for orientation. 

_________________________________________ 
 

Hospice Volunteer Training  
Sessions Offered 

 

Beloit Regional Hospice is offering volunteer train-
ing. Volunteers are an invaluable support to hos-
pice patients and their families. This is a two day 
training program and is scheduled for Saturday,  
April 21st and Saturday, May 5th, from 9:00 am to 
3:00 pm at Beloit Regional Hospice Offices. A light 
lunch and refreshments will be provided. Patient 
support volunteers assist patients and families by 
providing companionship, emotional support, 
caregiver relief, or light housekeeping as needed. 
This training is designed to provide you with infor-
mation on hospice care and end-of-life education. 
Please call 608-363-7421 or email: 
sswanson@beloithealthsystem.org by April 12th to 
reserve your spot. 
_________________________________________ 
 

Thank you for your gift of $110.00 to Lutheran 
Disaster Response. Rev. Daniel Rift, Director (This 

note is in response to the $110 sent from our Lenten Alms 
Wooden Plate offering for AMMPARO: Accompanying       

Migrant Minors.) Full letter on bulletin board in nar-
thex. 

Community Clothes Closet is 
open every Saturday from 
10am—2pm. The Clothes    
Closet is located at the old Power and 
Light Building, 1108 11th St. All items at the Closet 
are free and is staffed by volunteers.  

Healthy Eating, Healthy Living—The Senior Nutri-
tion Program of Green Co. provides balanced  
nutrition to seniors. For a Dining Center reserva-
tion, contact Brodhead Senior Center: 897-4796. 
 

White Gift food pantry hours are from 10—11am 
on the 3rd Saturday of the month. The pantry is 
located behind the Senior Center. If you have a 
need, please contact Vickie Krattiger at 897-6466. 
_________________________________________ 
 

Bethlehem Church Reaches Out 
During Lent 

 
One of the ancient disciplines for Lent is almsgiving 
which is intently donating money and goods to the 
poor and vulnerable and performing other acts of 
charity. We helped live into this spiritual practice 
as a congregation by holding a special “wooden 
plate” offering each week during Lent. Thank you 
to all who donated to the following charities.  
Totals sent to: 
Family Promise of Green County—$112 
Lutheran Immigration and Refugee Service—$84 
AMMPARO Protecting Migrant Minors—$110 
Sexual Assault Recovery Program (SARP)—$86 
Lutherans United Assisting after Disaster—$60 
_________________________________________ 
 

HOLD THE DATE!  JUNE 9, 2018   

SOUTH-CENTRAL SYNOD OF  

WISCONSIN 

STEEPLE TO STEEPLE RIDE  

FOR HUNGER 

 

RIDE STARTS AND STOPS AT ALL 

SAINTS LUTHERAN CHURCH (FITCHBURG) 

 

Registration is Open!    

http://www.scsw-elca.org/hunger_ride.aspx 

 

Last year, the ride raised over $4,000 for ELCA World 

Hunger.  We hope to continue the success of this 

ride so that all who are hungry are fed! 

https://www.eventbrite.com/e/steeple-to-steeple-bike-ride-2018-tickets-42059955459
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/steeple-to-steeple-bike-ride-2018-tickets-42059955459


Bethlehem Lutheran Church 
405 E 9th Avenue 
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Family Faith Night: Wednesdays at 5:30 p.m. 
Office Hours: Monday—Thursday 8am—1pm 
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ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 

Join us for Easter Worship 
Sunday, April 1, 2018 

8:30 a.m. 
 

Easter Breakfast 
following worship 

(Free will 
donation) 

 

Worship with us 
Sunday mornings at 9:00 

 
Faith Night 

Wednesdays at 5:30 


