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Each of the gospels tells the story of Jesus in their 

own, unique way. I love that our gospels are so differ-

ent, even as they tell the same general story of the 

same Lord Jesus. I love that they are so different,  

because in that difference, we receive a greater picture 

of the God revealed in Jesus. In the variety of our gos-

pels, we receive a variety of perspectives to what Jesus 

and his message of God’s love was about. 
 

One small difference found in Luke’s gospel is particu-

larly fun and meaningful for me. It appears in the story 

of Palm Sunday.  
 

Before getting to that, however, one of the themes  

consistent with all the gospels is apparent in Luke,  

leading up to Jesus’ arrival in Jerusalem: the religious 

leaders (Pharisees and Scribes) are in growing opposi-

tion to Jesus. This opposition is characterized in  

different ways throughout Jesus’ ministry and across  

the different gospels, but as I read Luke, what I sense  

is fear. 
  
The leaders know that life in the Roman Empire isn’t 

great. They know that they are an occupied people, and 

thus, always in danger. So they know to be careful, and 

find their comfort and security in clinging to what they 

know. Out of this fear, they simply cannot embrace what 

Jesus is saying and doing as he enacts God’s liberating 

love among the people.  
 

Jesus is upsetting the status quo. His teaching is giving 

courageous hope and boldness to the people. His healing 

(particularly on the Sabbath) flies in the face of cultural 

and ritual norms that keep everything in good order.  
 

He is stirring things up and it is getting out of hand. 
 

Then he enters Jerusalem to shouts of Hosanna! Save us! 

Blessed is the One who comes in the name of the Lord! 

This spectacle is entirely out of hand!...and just as  

Roman reinforcements are entering the city to “keep the 

peace.”  
 

It is in this moment that Luke tells us of some Pharisees 

in the crowd who say to Jesus (naturally, for fear of what 

this spectacle could provoke) order your followers to  

stop! Jesus answers, I tell you, if these were silent, even 

the stones would shout out. 

And there it is. It’s only two short verses in Luke 

(19:39-40) and could just as easily be absent, as it is in 

the other versions we have of Jesus’ triumphant entry 

to Jerusalem. But Luke includes it and it is significant. 

 

Even the stones would shout out.  

 

Jesus is in the world, and with him, God’s love is in the 

world. God’s reign of justice and God’s promises of 

healing and liberation are here and at work. God’s  

empire is now – even as the empires that rule over  

humanity have their way.  

 

There is so much life and hope given to this world 

through Jesus Christ that even amidst the strongest  

fears of death and loss that would keep the faithful  

from embracing what God is doing among us, the  

stones themselves will shout out. Creation will rejoice!  

 

Luke’s inclusion of Jesus’ quip to the fearful leaders is a 

message to all of us, and it’s a message of hope. As we 

follow Christ through this world, bearing witness to his 

healing mercy and his great love that leads to his cross, 

we are assured that God is faithful. God is so faithful 

that creation itself recognizes it – even and especially 

when we turn away. 

 

In this Lenten season of repentance and commitment to 

the way of Christ, it is so important for us to remember 

what Luke is sure to convey. There is no fear, no sin, no 

denial, no brokenness that is great enough to keep God 

from being faithful…even and especially where our faith 

fails us. There is forgiveness. There is healing. There is 

hope. There is justice. There is joy so real, so true, and 

so abundant in Jesus Christ that it cannot and will not be 

stopped, even if we are. 

 

Even the stones would shout out. 

 

As we make our way to the cross, to the empty tomb, 

and to the life we are called and sent to share with a 

world in need, let us be so bold in our faith and in our 

trust of God’s abundant love.  

 
Grace and Peace, 

Pastor Peder 

 



Thank you to all those who  
sponsored special gifts during  
the month of March. 
 

Sanctuary lamp was given... 
March 10: in memory of Stan Knight by Doug and 
Janice Knight. 
March 17: in memory of Jesse Boozier. 
_________________________________________ 
 

Needed! 
Coordinator for Community Closet 

 

We need a coordinator from Bethlehem for the 
Community Closet. Speak with Pastor Peder of call 
the church office if you are interested. We staff the 
Closet in April  and need more helpers. Sign up! 
_________________________________________ 
 

Holy Week/Easter Worship Leaders Needed 
 

A signup sheet is on the table in the narthex for 
help needed for the Holy Week/Easter worship 
services.  We especially need readers for the  
Easter Vigil service (Saturday) 7:00 p.m., and  
communion assistants for Easter Sunday 8:30 a.m. 
_________________________________________ 

 
WELCA’s spring meeting is on 
Monday, April 8 at 6:30 p.m. We 
will make plans for our spring 
Salad Luncheon and discuss  
other important business. Come 
and be part of the conversation. 

Also: if anyone is interested in organizing the Salad 
Luncheon on June 13 contact the church office or 
call Janice Knight at 897-2341 (after April 4).  
We are still in need of a Vice-President. Contact 
the church office or call Janice Knight if you are 
interested. 
_________________________________________ 

 

Due to privacy laws, the church office is not        
informed of hospitalizations unless you grant  
permission for the medical facility to notify us. If 
you would like a visit or prayer, please let us know 
when you will be going into the hospital or have a 
family member notify us. Also, if you have dropped 
your land line or changed your phone number or 
email address, please let us know.  

If you need a ride to church or a 
church activity, contact one of our  
“Share-A-Ride” volunteers. 

 

Doug Bliss    897-4618 
Renata Olsen    558-4969 
_________________________________________ 

 
H.O.M.E. meals resume April 17 at 
10:00 a.m. If you or someone you 
know would appreciate help with a 
meal once a month, contact the 
church office or one of the 
H.O.M.E.  Meal Team members.  
 
The H.O.M.E. meal team will hold a meeting on 
Wednesday, April 10 at 9:00 a.m. If you would 
like to help on the team, call the office or just 
come to the meeting on April 10.  
_________________________________________ 
 
 

 
 
 
 
Softball season will be here soon  

and we need players! 
 

A signup sheet is on the table in the narthex. Join 
in on the fun as we play other church teams in the 
Brodhead church softball league. If you have any 
questions, see Janell or Kari Boozier. 
_________________________________________ 
 

 

Note change in worship time 
for Easter Sunday 
Worship begins at 

8:30 a.m. 

Easter Morning Breakfast 
 

The Bethlehem Church Council invites you to join 
them for breakfast on Easter Sunday, April 21    
immediately following the 8:30 worship hour—
freewill donation accepted.   



Faith Night is Wednesdays  
beginning at 5:30 with a  
family meal; afterwards we 
break for a time of learning, 
crafting and lots of fun. This 
is what we’ve got planned 

              for April! 

 

April 3—Jewish Marketplace  

April 10—Jewish Marketplace 

April 17—No Faith Night – Holy Week 
 

April 24—Last Night of Faith Night − Fun Night! 

 
FAITH NIGHT SPECIAL DATES TO REMEMBER 

 

Palm Sunday, April 14 
9:00 a.m. worship 

 The children have been practicing the song, 
“Cantad Hosanna” to sing on Palm Sunday  

with the Senior Choir 
 

Wednesday, April 17—No Faith Night 
(Holy Week) 

Following worship, all are invited to join us for 
Easter Breakfast sponsored by the Church Council 

(free-will donation) 
 

Wednesday, April 24 
5:30 p.m. Final Faith Night 

It will be a fun night! 
 

Thank you to all for a great year of Faith Night! 

COLLECTION FOR PERSONAL CARE KITS 
 

As we walk together through the season of Lent, 
we announce to the world that the Hope of Christ 
makes a new season possible. We will again collect 
items for Lutheran World Relief Personal Care Kits 
for families in need around the world. Simple 
items can offer hope for families coping with war, 
poverty and disaster.  
 

Items included in Personal Care Kits: 
 light-weight bath towel 
 2 bars of soap 
 tooth brush 
 fingernail clippers 
 large-tooth comb 
A basket is provided in the narthex for your  
donations. Thank you for participating! 
 

 

EASTER FLOWER ORDER FORM - 2019 
 
You are invited to help us decorate the chancel for Easter 
Sunday. You may either bring your own flowers the Sat-
urday before Easter or purchase through the church from 
Ahrens’ Acres. Please complete the form and place in the 
offering plate or bring to the church office. If you are 
bringing your own, please indicate that on the form.  
Deadline to order is Sunday, April 7. 
 
Double Lily             $25 
Hydrangeas             $25 
Azaleas              $25 
 

Single Lily             $16 
Daisy Mums             $16 
Hyacinths             $16 
Daffodils             $16 
Cineraria             $16 
 

Name:_________________________________________ 
 
Plant Name:  _____________________  Price:  ________ 
 
If in honor or memory of someone, please print that info 
here. 
______________________________________________ 
 
______________________________________________ 
 
______________________________________________

Coming! Easter Sunday, April 21 
8:30 a.m.  

“Our Easter Story” 
 

The Easter Story as told by our very 
own Faith Night children!  They have 
been working hard on preparing the 
video and are excited to debut it  
during the Easter worship service.  



Stay Connected To Synod Happenings, 
News, & Events!  

Grow in your faith and leadership!  Stay con-
nected to exciting events and stories of our 

faith in action in our synod!  To sign up for synod news, 
please email Assistant to the Bishop for Media, Com-
munications & Leadership Development, Deacon Vicki 
Hanrahan at vickih@scsw-elca.org to be added to 
“What Matters.”   

_________________________________________ 
 

PENNIES FOR A PURPOSE 
We continue to collect donations of your 
spare pennies to help women in the 

Brodhead community. A container is in the narthex 
for your donations. Thank you for sharing! 
_________________________________________ 

 

BRODHEAD LIONS & LEOS  
PANCAKE BREAKFAST 

 

Saturday, April 6 
7:00—11:00 a.m. 

Albrecht Elementary School 
 

All you can eat pancakes, eggs, sausage,  
apple sauce, coffee and orange juice 

 
Adults:  $6.00 

Children ages 5 to 12:  $4.00 
Seniors and children 4 years and under    

eat for free 
 

Proceeds benefit school field trips 
_________________________________________ 
 
Are You Interested in Volunteering at YOUR Syn-
od Office? It's easy and fun and you can sign-up  
below. If you have questions please call Robyn 
Zimmerman at the synod office, 608.270-0201.   
 

http://signup.com/go/urPBwwv                                 
General Office Volunteer Work 
 

Your synod staff would love the chance to get to 
know you and this a fun way to do just that. You 
choose the hours you are able to help.  

Community Clothes Closet is 
open every Saturday from 
10am—2pm. The Clothes    
Closet is located at the old Power and 
Light Building, 1108 11th St. All items at the Closet 
are free and is staffed by volunteers.  

Healthy Eating, Healthy Living—The Senior Nutri-
tion Program of Green Co. provides balanced  
nutrition to seniors. For a Dining Center reserva-
tion, contact Brodhead Senior Center: 897-4796. 
 

White Gift food pantry hours are from 10—11am 
on the 3rd Saturday of the month. The pantry is 
located behind the Senior Center. If you have a 
need, please contact Vickie Krattiger at 897-6466. 
_________________________________________ 
 

AGRACE SEEKS VOLUNTEERS IN ROCK COUNTY  

 

Agrace Hospice & Palliative Care is seeking new 
volunteers across Rock County to make compan-
ionship visits to local hospice patients in patients’ 
homes, or in nursing homes or assisted living cen-
ters. Volunteers can also greet visitors at the 
Agrace Center for Hospice & Palliative Care or    
assist shoppers at the Agrace Thrift Store in        
Janesville. Schedules are flexible, and free training 
is provided.   
 

Agrace is holding orientation for new volunteers 
Tuesday, April 23, from noon to 4 p.m. at the 
Agrace Center for Hospice & Palliative Care in    
Janesville. Before attending orientation, volunteers 
will complete an application and interview. Call 
(608) 314-2922 to register. 
_________________________________________ 
 

In the garden…   
 

Jesus valued alone time with God in nature. He 
often withdrew to pray after being with crowds of 
people and his disciples. Spending one-on-one 
time with God helps us find and focus on God’s 
mission for our lives. God also uses it to strengthen 
us for carrying out God’s important work.  
 

This spring, when we’re out enjoying 
the renewal of life in nature, let us pray 
to  God for our renewal as well.  

mailto:vickih@scsw-elca.org
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ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 

Wednesdays in Lent 

Mid-week Lenten services continue at 5:00 & 
7:00 with a meal shared with the Faith Night 
families at 5:30. Faith Night continues April 3, 
10, and 24. No Faith Night on April 17th. 

 

 

 

Holy Week Worship Schedule 

Palm/Passion Sunday—9:00 a.m. 
Procession of Palms—Holy Communion 

 

Maundy Thursday—7:00 p.m. 
Service of Holy Communion 

 

Good Friday—7:00 p.m. 
Tenebrae Service 

 

Saturday Easter Vigil—7:00 p.m. 
Service of Holy Communion 

 

We invite you to 
Worship with us 

Sunday mornings at 9:00 
 

Join us for Easter 
worship at  
8:30 a.m. 

 
Easter Breakfast will be served  

following worship 
Sponsored by Bethlehem Church 

Council—Freewill donation 


