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Between Matthew’s and John’s gospels, we hear the 

words “Don’t be afraid” spoken at least 10 times. 

Looking back on the gospels we’ve been reading 

these past months, I am struck by how terrifying 

each of these moments really is. Angels appearing 

before trembling mortals; threats of physical violence; 

the sight of Jesus walking on water – presumably a 

ghost!; the sight of ancient prophets standing with a 

transfigured Jesus; political upheaval as Jesus enters 

Jerusalem; news of Jesus’ impending death; standing at 

the tomb of a dearly beloved friend; seeing the resur-

rected one. 
 

We may know these stories well, and we may hold 

them as stories of hope, but for the characters who re-

ceive these divine words of comfort, these are terrifying 

times in their lives. 
 

When fear and sorrow are at their highest, the divine 

Love speaks words of comfort – do not be afraid, it is I. 

Do not be afraid, you are precious. Do not be afraid, I 

am here – with you. Do not be afraid, I know your sor-

row and this is not the end. Do not be afraid, go tell the 

others. 
 

In the face of confusion, uncertainty, fear, and sorrow, 

the divine Love speaks with words to comfort, to as-

sure, and to send us with good news of peace and hope. 
 

These are confusing, uncertain, and scary times. I fear 

that sorrow is not so far away. How are you holding up? 

How is your family? What do you need? I remind you 

that your church is still here and Christ is with us. 
 

It is for times such as these that the divine Love is  

spoken into our lives by the Word, by the Spirit, and  

by the sacraments of our faith. Though scattered, we 

remain a worshiping community. Though isolated, we 

remain a family of faith, love, and hope. Though the 

news of our world is rightfully terrifying, we dare to 

hold on to and proclaim the good news of abundant, 

eternal life for all creation through Jesus Christ. 
 

I urge you all during this trying time to stay connected 

to one another and to this community of faith. We con-

tinue with worship on Sunday mornings at the usual 

time, using two platforms: Facebook and Zoom. Every-

one should have received instructions to access this  

already, but if you are having any trouble connecting to 

this, ask a church friend or call me and we will gladly 

help you. 
 

Our local community continues to be an amazing  

collection of wonderful people stepping up to help 

one another. Our church has been part of this as we 

are coordinating with other organizations and volun-

teers to match resources with needs in our community. 

If you would like to be connected in any way (to share 

what you can or to seek assistance), call me or check 

out www.facebook.com/BridgingBrodhead for more on 

this. 
 

Know also that your leaders of this congregation and 

synod are tending to the church. We find ourselves in 

new territory, facing new challenges, and learning new 

ways of ministry. The church will never be the same, 

but I am confident that on the other side of this, we will 

be stronger. 
 

I want to thank our council members and lay ministers 

for their devotion and attention to our ministry and our 

future. I feel very supported as a pastor. Unfortunately, 

I have many colleagues who cannot say the same. I ap-

preciate you all so very much. Thank you! 
 

A few updates: 

On March 16, the executive committee suspended  

worship until April 6, following the lead of our state 

government. Naturally, as that situation has changed, so 

does our expectation for when we can gather in person 

again. At this point, consider in-person worship and 

activities suspended indefinitely until it is safe to gather 

again. This may well be several weeks. We are monitor-

ing this, exploring creative options, and will continue to 

communicate with one another and with you about our 

way forward. 
 

Like everything else, the financial responsibilities of 

our church remain the same during this pandemic. 

Please see the enclosed letter regarding your options for 

giving your offering. 
 

We decided in early March to fast from the eucharist 

for the season of Lent. Come Holy Week, we will begin 

celebrating the sacraments together. See the enclosed 

letter for more about what this means. 
 

Be well, my friends, and be strengthened by the grace 

and peace of Jesus Christ. 
 

Pastor Peder 



On Holy Communion During a COVID-19 Pandemic 

The sacrament of Holy Communion was instituted by Christ himself, when he broke bread and blessed a cup and gave 

it to his disciples on the night of his anointing, betrayal, and arrest. It has been celebrated by the Church since the be-

ginning as a feast of love, fellowship, and forgiveness with the assurance of Christ’s life-giving grace. As Lutherans, we 

claim the real presence of Jesus’ body and blood in, with, and under the elements of bread and wine. How God 

achieves this is regarded a beautiful mystery that we need not explain to ourselves, but we do hold that the power of 

bread and wine to become Christ’s body and blood is by God’s Word, spoken in the words of institution – that is, the 

gospel story of the last supper and the words of Jesus’ promise of forgiveness and his command to “do this as a        

remembrance of me.” 

Our denomination defines the sacramental practice of the church in a document called, The Use and Means of Grace. 

This document provides the official teaching of the sacraments and offers guidance for the standard practice in the life 

of our church. For instance, we celebrate baptism and communion as a gathered assembly (sacraments are not private, 

but communal), and for the sake of “good order” they are entrusted to the ordained Ministers of Word and Sacrament, 

who preside at the font and the table. This has been, is, and will remain the standard practice of our church. 

All of that being said, we are living in an extraordinary time. The closure of churches around the world has brought up a 

new conversation among pastors, bishops, and congregations about how to faithfully preside over the sacraments as 

we minister to God’s people. Our Lutheran theology and official teaching do not address the specific context we find 

ourselves in: gathering as assemblies in diaspora (that is, gathered by spirit and technology, but in different physical 

settings). As such, decisions must be made. Our presiding bishop, synod bishop, and teaching theologians have pro-

vided guidance and advice, offering a range of opinions on the matter, but also reminding us that it is ultimately our 

decision to make as pastors and congregational leaders. 

I have given this much thought and have been in conversation with others. I believe it is for such times as these that 

Christ has promised to gather us at his table and feed us with grace. I trust in the Holy Spirit to unite us across the dis-

tance and the many walls (and even time) that divide us as we worship. I trust the grace of our Lord Jesus to reach us 

wherever we are, gathered at many tables, as if we are gathered at the one table. Therefore, beginning in Holy Week 

and continuing through the Easter season, we will be celebrating communion as a congregation. 

As we are worshipping from our homes via Facebook and Zoom, you are invited and encouraged to set a table with 

bread and/or wine/juice at the start of worship. I will lead us all in the words of institution and will invite you at that 

time to break the bread and raise the cup and serve yourself or one another (if you have others in your household). As 

always, if you choose not to receive the sacrament, a blessing will be offered with the assurance of God’s grace for you. 

This is an extraordinary practice for an extraordinary time. Know that I miss seeing you at the table, and while I am  

assured by our faith that this sacramental practice will feed us with the full presence and promise of Christ, I look for-

ward to the day we can be together at the Lord’s table as one assembly. It will be a beautiful day indeed! 

If you have any questions or concerns regarding worship and communion during this time or moving forward, consider 

this an invitation for further conversation.                                                                                                                                     

You may call me any time at 608-346-2676 or write to pastor@bethlehembrodhead.org 

 

1 https://download.elca.org/ELCA%20Resource%20Repository/The_Use_Of_The_Means_Of_Grace.pdf 

2 The Use and Means of Grace teaches that the full presence of Christ is assured in either bread or wine. While we   

customarily receive both, those who receive only one or the other (for reasons of health, availability, etc.) still receive 

the full promise and benefits of the sacrament. 



Offering During COVID-19 Pandemic 

The offering is part of our liturgy as we gather for worship. It serves a practical purpose, of course, but it is 

also a spiritual act to give to the church, financially supporting the mission of God and the ministry we share 

as the body of Christ. Giving is one of the marks of faith that Jesus spent a great deal of time talking about. In 

fact, he spent far more words on money and our relationship to it than on any other single matter. When we 

give to the church, we are not only sustaining and growing the mission of God’s church, but we are partici-

pating in the kingdom in a real, tangible way that directs the rest of our living. As Jesus says in Matthew’s 

gospel, “where your treasure is, there your heart will be also.” This connection of our hearts to the life of the 

church is as important now as ever, as we experience this time of separation from one another. 

We understand that the Safer at Home order, the economic shut-down and other hardships of this period of 

social distancing may be affecting the financial stability of many of our households. By all means, do what 

you need to do to care for yourselves and your family. Bear in mind also that our church still has financial re-

sponsibilities of its own to ministry programs, staff, property (utilities, loan payments, insurance, ect.), and 

mission support to our ministry companions. Although our doors are closed, our church is still busy at work, 

caring for the congregation, for the community, and walking beside our siblings in Christ throughout the 

world.  While we cannot pass the plate at this time, we have other ways to give to our church, and we en-

courage you to make use of them. 

The simplest option is to mail a check (405 E 9
th

 Ave) or use the mail slot located on the brick wall to the left 

of our front door. Checks will be collected, counted, and deposited by our financial secretaries twice a month 

during this closure. 

Another option is to give electronically. Our church works with Vanco Financial Services to receive direct  

deposits from a checking/savings account or from a credit/debit card. Several members use this regularly. 

There are two ways to do this. 1) Follow this link (http://bethlehembrodhead.org/resources) and click 

“Online Giving” at the top of the list of resources. This will open a new page, and from here you can make a 

one-time or recurring gift. You can do this as a guest or set up a profile to save your information for future 

use. 2) Download the GivePlus+ mobile app. Search for our church by name or zip code (preferred) and select 

it. Then you may log in to your account, set up a new account, or simply click “give now” to give as a guest. 

On-screen instructions will guide you through the rest of the process. Once you have added your gifts, you 

can pay by checking/savings account or card. There is even an option to scan your card with your camera. For 

online giving, there is a nominal transaction fee deducted from the total gift to cover the use of this service. 

For check/savings accounts, the deduction is a rate of .75% + $0.20 per transaction.  (example: $100 = $99.05 

to BLC)  For credit/debit processing, the rate is 2.95% + $0.45 per transaction. (example: $100 = 96.65 to BLC) 

Thank you for your ongoing support. Let us know if you have any further questions, concerns, or needs at this 

time. 

Yours in Christ, 

Rev. Peder Johanson, Pastor 

Todd Long, Treasurer 



FAITH NIGHT UPDATE 

 

Faith Night activities continue to be suspended 

until further notice. Please check on Face Book or 

in your email for updates. 

_________________________________________ 

Thank you to all those who sponsored special 

gifts during the month of March: 
 

Communion Elements were given… 

March 15: by Doug and Janice Knight in memory of 

Stan Knight. 

_________________________________________ 

 

A Word from the Secretary 

 

During this difficult time I am working from home 

so there are not regular office hours at the church. 

I am in contact with Pastor Peder on a regular ba-

sis so the communication lines remain open. I am 

available by phone at 815-291-8474 should you 

have any questions. I miss all of you and hope we 

can get back to a regular schedule and pray we will 

be united again sooner rather than later. 

 

Stay healthy—Pam  

_________________________________________ 

 

 

Easter Flowers 

 

A few of you had ordered 

Easter flowers for Easter  

Sunday before the suspension of worship and 

church activities. After speaking with Ahrens Acres, 

you can do one of two things: 

 You may keep your order for flowers and 

 pick them up at Ahrens closer to Easter. 

OR 

 You may receive a refund from the  

 church for your order. 

_________________________________________ 

 
“Trust in the Lord with all your heart, 

and do not rely on your own insight. 

In all your ways acknowledge him, 

and he will make straight your paths.”  
Proverbs 3:5-6 NRSV 

 

 

About our Zoom Account 
 

To help our small groups and families stay  

connected, our Zoom account is available to  

members. If anyone wants to meet in our virtual 

meeting space, they can let Pastor or a council 

member know and we can reserve the time and 

set it up for you. 
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ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED Bethlehem Lutheran Church welcomes everyone because Jesus         

welcomes everyone, and loves them unconditionally. Liberated by the 

good news that nourishes us through scripture and at the communion 

table, we are free to extend God’s radical welcome to all people. You are 

welcome here, whatever your age, ability, social and economic class, 

race, culture, language, sexual orientation, gender identity, gender 

expression, or whatever other distinctions make you who you are. We 

embrace you as a whole person, wonderfully and beautifully made by 

God. We embrace your questions, your complexities, and your gifts. 

Gathered and sustained by God’s love, we will strive to live as a        

reconciling people, in our life together and in our witness to the world. 


