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Greetings Siblings in Christ of the South-Central Synod, 

I am so honored and humbled to be your bishop.  My official start date was July 1st but if you were involved 
in the MYLE and Youth Gathering 2018 you know I was in place a week earlier.  It was indeed a privilege to 
start my tenure with a focus on the youth of the South-Central Synod.  Their exuberance and welcome was 
heartening and brought me great joy.  Indeed, this did change everything! 

On July 10th I was called into Bishop Formation, a time of learning and colleagueship with my class of incom-
ing bishops and a group of mentors to guide us along the way.  In these days I’ve often referred to drinking 
from a fire hose.  Last week was another of those times.  I’m still trying to synthesize it all.  It was there that I 
learned, due to action from the churchwide, that there are some changes in the responsibilities of bish-
op.  I’ll share those with the constituencies involved at another time. 

Whatever changes come, be assured that I am the pastor to this synod.  Though we don’t have a cathedral 
where I am in residence as some denominations do, I shall preach, teach and administer the sacraments in 
our congregations in accord with the Confessions of Faith of this church.  And, for constitution geeks such as 
myself, a myriad of other duties as enumerated in the constitution of this synod, Chapter 8. Most important 
of all, I will pray for you, support you and walk alongside you as we do the mission of this church to faithfully 
care for, connect and equip our congregations to be the heart and hands of Jesus.  I ask you to hold me in 
your prayers as I accompany you in this ministry. 

I am looking forward to seeing you at the Installation Celebration on August 18th, 2pm at First Lutheran in 
Janesville.  Our journey together continues as we walk together in the Spirit. 

Remember, water is thicker than blood.  We are church together! 

Blessings and Peace, 

Bishop Viviane Thomas-Breitfeld 

Greetings from Bishop Viviane 
July 19, 2018 In News, What Matters 



Thank you to all those who  
sponsored special gifts during  
the months of June and July. 
 

Bulletins were given… 
June 24:  by Bob and Priscilla Bump in memory  
of what would have been David Bump’s 50th  
birthday, June 29. 
 

Communion elements were given… 
June 10:  by Chris and Wayne Dieckhoff in  
celebration of their 51st wedding anniversary. 
June 24:  by Bob and Priscilla Bump in memory  
of what would have been David Bump’s 50th  
birthday, June 29. 
 

Sanctuary lamp was given… 
June 24:  by Bob and Priscilla Bump in memory  
of what would have been David Bump’s 50th  
birthday, June 29. 
 

Sanctuary flowers were given… 
June 10:  by Chris and Wayne Dieckhoff in  
celebration of their 51st wedding anniversary. 
June 17:  by Ron and Yvonne Massen in honor  
of Julie Neeley for her 25 years of service to the 
Wisconsin Professional Police Association. 
July 1:  by Peder, Kirsten and Owen Johanson  
in honor of nephew/Godson and cousin, Everett 
Stephen Kehn, on his baptismal day. 
July 15:  by Ron and Yvonne Massen in celebra-
tion of their 58th wedding anniversary. 
July 22:  in celebration of the coming marriage of 
Carl Hearing and Rachel Pinnow. 
 

_________________________________________ 
 

At the font—On June 24, we welcomed into 
the body of Christ and into the mission we 
share Rowen Michael Timm, son of Patrick 

and Kayci Timm; sponsors are Nate and Katherine 
Newmeister. 
_________________________________________ 
 

In Christian Sympathy 
 

Our sympathy and prayers are extended to the 
families and friends of the following: 
 

Dan Wendler—June 19, 2018 
Ruth Wendler—July 16, 2018 

Bill Vigdahl—July 18, 2018 

 

If you need a ride to church or a 
church activity, contact one of our 
“Share-A-Ride” volunteers. 
 

Chairperson:  Jo Pinnow  897-4275 
Doug Bliss    897-4618 
Renata Olsen    558-4969 

If you would like to help out as a driver, 
please call Jo Pinnow at the number above. 

_________________________________________ 
 

WORDS OF APPRECIATION 
 

Thank you for letting us use the chairs for Karlee 
McLain’s graduation party on June 23, 2018. 

Chris & Michelle McLain & Bonnie Martin  
 
Thank you Ahren’s Acres and also to Jeremy and 
Stephanie Pinnow for the donation of flowers and 
plants for our Bethlehem gardens. Thank you for 
helping to plant them and also to Ahren’s Acres for 
mulching around the gardens. Everything looks 
beautiful! 
 
Thank you to our 3 custodians—Helen LaBorde 
and Kathy Matteson (indoor), and Doug Pinnow 
(outdoor), for keeping Bethlehem Church looking 
so clean and beautiful on the inside and outside! 
Many comments have come through the church 
office on how lovely everything looks. Thank you! 
 
Thank you to Pastor Peder and the church  
members for your concern and prayers for Jim. 
The results were amazing! We have sold our home 
and expect to move on June 23rd. Jim and I en-
joyed attending your services and appreciated the 
wonderfully creative way they were lead. Thank 
you for your kindness and welcoming spirit. 

Sincerely, Sue & Jim Halprin 
 

Thank you to Thrivent members for choosing to 
direct your Choice® Dollars to Bethlehem Church. 
Directing these funds to Bethlehem will help to 
further support the ministries of our congregation. 

 

 



WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 8TH 
5:30 

Same great fun and learning, 
just once a month! We’ll  
resume our weekly schedule  
in the fall. Hope to see you 
there! 

_________________________________________ 
 

FOOD DONATIONS & WORKERS NEEDED 
 

Your help is needed for the Women’s Covered 
Bridge Day (August 12th) Potato Stand. Please sign 
up for food donations and helpers (men, women, 
teens!). Have food donations to church by Friday, 
August 11, at 9:00am. Contact Christy Long with 
any questions.  
_________________________________________ 
 

PLEA FROM LUTHERAN WORLD RELIEF 
 

“Requests for School Kits and Personal Care Kits 
are coming in faster than we can keep up. Take 
advantage of summer sales and help ensure that 
we can say YES to every family who needs the es-
sential items in these kits.”  
 

Supplies needed for School Kits are: 
 70 sheet spiral notebooks in wide or college-

ruled paper about 8” x 10 ½”; no loose leaf  
paper 

 30 centimeter rulers, or ruler with centimeters 
on one side and inches on the other 

 pencil sharpeners 
 blunt scissors (safety with embedded steel 

blades work well) 
 black or blue ballpoint pens (no gel ink) 
 box of 16 or 24 crayons 
 2 ½” erasers 

 A bin is in the narthex for your donations.  
________________________________________ 
 

STATE PARK SUNDAYS 
 

Following worship on August 19, we will carpool to 
Devil’s Lake State Park where we’ll enjoy fun activi-
ties and a picnic or brown bag lunch. We will end 
around 2:00pm. What a great way to spend time 
with our Bethlehem family and friends. Mark your 
calendars! 

 
 
 
 
 

Choir Practice resumes on Wednesday, August 29, 
at 7:00 p.m. Everyone is welcome to join us! See 
Helen LaBorde if you’d like more information 
about being in the choir. 
_________________________________________ 

 
H.O.M.E. HELPERS NEEDED  

 

If you would be willing to help out once a month to 
prepare or deliver the meals we take to our home-
bound and community friends, please sign up at 
the table in the narthex. If you can’t make it on the 
third Wednesday to help that day, we would still 
appreciate help in food preparation such as bars or 
salads. If you have any questions about the 
H.O.M.E. Meal Program, please speak with Janice 
Knight or call the church office. 
_________________________________________ 
 

VANCO Services  
 

It’s easy to be generous towards God and God’s 
mission, even when your summer schedule keeps 
you away from worship. Visit the “resource” page 
on our website and click “online giving” to set up 
secure online giving. Gifts can be scheduled as a 
one-time or recurring gift of any amount you 
choose. You can use their Give+ app on your 
smartphone too! 
_________________________________________ 
 

CRAFT FAIR AT SKAALEN  
 

The Fair will be held on Saturday, October 6, from 
9am-2pm. Crafters interested in taking part are 
asked to call after August 25. Preference is first 
given to previous participants and then space is 
offered on a first come, first served basis. For a 
monetary donation of the crafter’s discretion, an 
8’ banquet table and two chairs are provided. 
Crafters will be located in the Chapel and the  
Community Room is also available if more space  
is needed. A registration form for the Craft Fair is 
on the table in the narthex (pink form). 



Stay connected to exciting events and 
stories of our faith in action in our 
synod! To sign up for synod news, please 
email Synod Communicator & Event 

Manager, Deacon Vicki Hanrahan at  
vickih@scsw-elca.org to be added to “What 
Matters.” 
_________________________________________ 

 

Skaalen Auxiliary 
Ice Cream Sundae Buffet 

“A New Twist to an Old Favorite” 
 

Featuring… 
 Delicious Ice Cream 
 A Smorgasbord of Toppings 
 Friendly Volunteers 
 Great Entertainment 
 Fantastic Raffle Prizes 
 

Sunday, August 19, 2018 
2:00—3:30 p.m. 

Sundae Buffet in the Main Dining Room 
Entertainment in the Chapel 
Raffle Drawing at 3:30 p.m. 

$3.00 per person 
 

All proceeds from the event will be used for the 
2018 Auxiliary Projects. 

_________________________________________ 

 

The Story of the Pitcher and the Polisher 
 

There once were two soldiers at boot camp. One 
night one soldier came in and found the other sol-
dier kneeling quietly in prayer next to his bunk. 
The first soldier made a derogatory comment 
about the one in prayer and took his boot and 
pitched it at him, hitting him in the back of the 
head. The praying soldier flinched in pain, but said 
nothing. 
 
The next morning, when the soldier who pitched 
his boot woke up he found both of his boots pol-
ished to a perfect shine and placed neatly at the 
foot of his bed.  
 
Lord, grant me the grace and mercy to show love 
and kindness to others—to be a “polisher” and not 
a “pitcher”. Amen. 

Community Clothes Closet is 
open every Saturday from 
10am—2pm. The Clothes    
Closet is located at the old Power and 
Light Building, 1108 11th St. All items at the Closet 
are free and is staffed by volunteers.  

Healthy Eating, Healthy Living—The Senior Nutri-
tion Program of Green Co. provides balanced  
nutrition to seniors. For a Dining Center reserva-
tion, contact Brodhead Senior Center: 897-4796. 
 

White Gift food pantry hours are from 10—11am 
on the 3rd Saturday of the month. The pantry is 
located behind the Senior Center. If you have a 
need, please contact Vickie Krattiger at 897-6466. 
_________________________________________ 
 
The South-Central Synod of Wisconsin 
Evangelical Lutheran Church in America 
cordially invites you to attend 
the Festive Worship Celebration and 
Installation Service for 
 

Bishop Viviane Thomas-Breitfeld 
 

Saturday, August 18, 2018 
2:00 pm 
First Lutheran Church in Janesville 
 

By Presiding Bishop Elizabeth Eaton 
 

A reception at First Lutheran Church will follow the 
service. 
 

First Lutheran Church 
612 N Randall Ave 

Janesville WI 
 

Parking is available both at the church and across 
the street at the Rock County 4H Fairgrounds.  
Attendants will assist. 
 

For additional information, feel free to contact us 
at the South-Central Synod of Wisconsin office: 
608-270-0201 or robynz@scsw-elca.org 



 



Bethlehem Lutheran Church 
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Brodhead WI 53520 
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www.facebook.com/blcbrodhead 
 
@blcbrodhead 
 

Worship:  Sundays at 9:00 a.m. 
Family Faith Night: Wednesdays at 5:30 p.m. 
Office Hours: Monday—Thursday 8am—1pm 
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ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 

Join us for Worship 
Sunday mornings 

at 9:00  


