
BETHLEHEM LUTHERAN CHURCH 
405 E. Ninth Avenue—Brodhead WI 53520 

608-897-2341—office@bethlehembrodhead.org 
www.bethlehembrodhead.org 

Facebook: facebook.com/blcbrodhead   Twitter: @blcbrodhead 
Rev. Peder J. Johanson, Pastor 

August 2019 

Last month, we took some time during worship to 
learn about and pray for the ministry of Lutheran  
Immigration and Refugee Service (LIRS). We also 
collected and sent an emergency gift of $200 to 
LIRS for their work at our southern border. If you 
attend worship with any regularity, you may notice 
that the plight of asylum seekers and migrants (both 
newly arriving and long present in our country) are 
very much in the heart, mind, and voice of your 
preacher. 
 
As I stated in my sermon on LIRS Sunday, this  
humanitarian crisis raging at our border, in our  
legislature, and around our president is not simply  
a matter of (partisan) politics for me or for the  
church to which we all belong. It is a matter of deep 
and painful suffering for our human family and own 
siblings in Christ. 
   
While the children, families, and individuals suffering 
the trauma of being displaced, then separated and 
held in over-crowded, under-resourced facilities, is 
increasingly an issue of divisive politics where we find 
ourselves more deeply entrenched every day, we fol-
lowers of Jesus cannot allow ourselves to forget that 
this is first and foremost a human issue. Indeed, it is a 
faith issue. 
 
Looking to the scriptures of our faith, we recognize 
that the primal story of God’s people is one of the 
displaced, exploited, and abused Hebrew people  
living in Egypt. God sees their suffering, hears their 
cries, and chooses them (over the powerful, associat-
ed with every other deity in the ancient world) as 
God’s own. God liberates them through the exodus 
and leads them into a new life as a new community, 
that their story and their witness would reveal to the 
world the justice of God for all people. 
 
This theme carries throughout the Hebrew  
Scriptures, as God’s people are reminded again  
and again that God’s concern is for the vulnerable  
 

and the suffering among them and throughout the 
world – and that their concern as God’s people is 
expected to be the same. 
  
We see this in the life and ministry of Jesus, whose 
own family is displaced by the threat of violence 

and seeks refuge in Egypt, who advocates for the 
poor and vulnerable and for inclusion of outsiders, 
who taught us the golden rule and went so far as to 
say that “as we do to the least of these” (the hungry, 
thirsty, stranger, etc.) we do to him. 
   
Looking to our history as Lutherans, we recognize 
that the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America 
(ELCA) has a long history of immigration and a legacy 
of hospitality to immigrants and refugees. Many  
Lutherans in the US (my own family – likely yours too) 
are only a few generations descended from immi-
grants fleeing persecution and seeking opportunity in 
a strange land.  Following WWII, (when one out of 
every six Lutherans in the world was a refugee or  
displaced person themselves) American Lutherans 
resettled some 57,000 refugees in the United States. 
In the 1970s, we sponsored over 50,000 refugees 
from Vietnam, Cambodia, and Laos. During the 
1980s, Lutheran congregations joined others in 
providing sanctuary for those endangered by wars  
in Central America. 
 
Our Church’s commitment to the welcome, advocacy, 
and care of newcomers (be they un/documented  
migrants, asylum seekers, or refugees) has been 
affirmed throughout these last decades with the 
1995 adoption of the Social Statement “For Peace in 
Our World”, the 1998 adoption and 2018 revision of 
a Social Message on Immigration ,and ongoing work 
by our Church through ELCA Advocacy, the 
AMMPARO strategy, and LIRS. This is who we are and 
how we understand our role in this world as the bap-
tized – indeed the very body of Christ – for this world.    

(continued on next page)  

https://www.elca.org/Faith/Faith-and-Society/Social-Statements/Peace
https://www.elca.org/Faith/Faith-and-Society/Social-Statements/Peace
https://www.elca.org/Faith/Faith-and-Society/Social-Messages/Immigration
https://blogs.elca.org/advocacy/responding-to-our-sorrow-with-action/
https://www.elca.org/AMMPARO?_ga=2.82207826.55207314.1563218350-1990460447.1561647735
https://www.lirs.org/


Going all the way back to the Reformation, we  
remember Martin Luther’s own words that ask us: 
“How do we know that the love of God dwells in us? 
If we take upon ourselves the need of the neighbor.” 

I put all of this into writing (and encourage you to 
explore further the resources linked above) in order 
to help you better understand the foundation upon 
which I do my best to proclaim the gospel in this  
congregation and in the world around us. It is the 
foundation upon which we all stand as we affirm our 
baptism and calling to:  live among God’s faithful 
people; hear the word of God and share in the Lord’s 
supper; proclaim the good news of Christ in word 
and deed; serve all people, following the example of 
Jesus, and; strive for justice and peace in all the 
earth. (ELW p.236) 
 
We are so incredibly blessed to know the promise of 
salvation, the healing of God’s mercy, and the joy of 
God’s grace in our own lives. These gifts expressed in 
our baptism and assured by the life, ministry, death 
and resurrection of Jesus Christ are the heart of our 
faith and our identity as Christ’s Church. There is and 
ought to be endless joy for us and for all who hold 
these gifts of faith in our lives as Christians and in our 
life together as the Church. And…those gifts have 
and continue to lead us in extending that grace to all 
people whom God has created in God’s image and 
for whom Christ died upon the cross. 
 

I understand the complication and the tension of  
living with both this Christian identity and our identi-
ty as citizens in a country that is still grappling with 
its own identity, history, and future. That’s the  
tension I live in every day as a called and ordained 
pastor of the ELCA. As much as we may want to  
separate our politics (and by this, I mean our per-
spectives and decisions as they relate to the shared 
life or polis) from our faith, we must remember that 
the manner by which we welcome a stranger, by 
which we care for the vulnerable, and by which we 
advocate for God’s justice and for a life together that 
reflects God’s promised future, is all a matter of this 
faith we cherish. 
  

It is for times like these that Christ has and continues 
to call, gather, bless, and send his Church into the 
world. I ask that you – individually and as a commu-
nity together – be the eyes of Christ, the ears of 

Christ, the hands of Christ, the heart and voice of 
Christ to see, hear, serve, and proclaim the love of 
Christ in a world that we all know is in desperate 
need of healing right now, and in desperate need of 
justice for those whom God has always chosen as 
God’s own beloved people. Know that I hold you  
and all of us in my prayers, that your witness and  
our ministry together be faithful to that hopeful end. 
 
Grace and Peace, 
Pastor Peder 
 
P.S.  
Our congregation is not only a part of the ongoing 
work of the ELCA through Advocacy and LIRS, but 
locally as well. On Saturday, August 31, we have the 
opportunity to host for a second time the Mexican 
Consulate. During that day, representatives from the 
Mexican government will set up a Mobile Consulate 
in our fellowship hall to provide much needed  
services to Mexican citizens living in and around our 
community.  
 
This act of hospitality bears witness to our immigrant 
neighbors that we care for them, that we see their 
humanity, and value their presence in our communi-
ty. It is a way for us to demonstrate our commitment 
to their safety, their wellbeing, and the dignified life 
we long for all people to enjoy.  
 
Each of you is invited to participate in this ministry  
of hospitality. Consider joining us that day to help 
workers move equipment in the morning and after-
noon, to provide food and/or beverages for our 
guests throughout the day, to serve in our kitchen 
and reception area, to help with children’s activities 
for waiting families, or simply to stand in the parking 
lot or at the front door with a friendly face and a 
word of welcome. Watch for sign-up sheets or call 
the office for more information. 
 

 
 
 

Mobile Consulate 2018 



Thank you to all those who  
sponsored special gifts during  
the months of June and July. 
 

Communion elements were given… 
June 9: by Chris and Wayne Dieckhoff in celebra-
tion of their 52nd anniversary. 
June 23: by Ann Schooff in loving memory of Bob 
and Phyllis Keen whose 70th wedding anniversary 
would have been June 26th. 
 

Sanctuary flowers were given… 
June 9: by Chris and Wayne Dieckhoff in celebra-
tion of their 52nd anniversary.  
June 30: by the family of Rev. Ron Massen in cele-
bration of the 60th anniversary of his ordination. 
July 28: by Carl and Rachel Hearing in celebration 
of their 1st wedding anniversary. 
_________________________________________ 
 

 
 
 
 
With deepest sympathy we hold in prayer, Judie 
Erickson and the family of Judie’s sister, Pauline 
Schupbach, who died June 12th. 
 

Our sympathy is extended to Steve Foslin and the 
family of his wife, Christy, who died June 24th. The 
Memorial service was at Bethlehem Church on July 
13th. 
_________________________________________ 
 
 
 
 
 

Congratulations to Kari Boozier and James Tucker 
on the birth of their daughter, Chelsea Kay Tucker 
born May 26, 2019. Baby Chelsea weighed in at  
4 lbs 5 oz. Blessings to all the family! 
 

We congratulate Doug and Janice Knight on the 
birth of their new grandson, Robert Lewis 
Schuweiler, born on July 23, 2019 to Carmen and 
Brian Schuweiler. Congratulations to all! 
_________________________________________ 
 
“Pray, and let God worry.”  —Martin Luther  

EXPRESSIONS OF GRATITUDE 
 

We thank all those who donated to the “Noisy      
Offering” in June for Lutheran Immigration and 
Refugee Service (LIRS). Bethlehem Church sent 
$200.00 to this important ministry. 

We’d like to thank the brave souls (a.k.a. Friends 
of the Earth) who cleaned up Highway 104 in 95 
degree weather! Thank you to Todd, Brittany, 
Amanda Long; Pam McKay, Beth and Jon Plast!  

 

I thank Pastor Peder and the 
congregation for helping me 
celebrate my 60th year of  
ordination. Thank you for the 
well wishes, the prayers, and 
the cards. 
 

Ron Massen 
 

Thank you to Bethlehem members who have  
directed their Thrivent Choice Dollars® to  
Bethlehem Church. By choosing Bethlehem to  
receive your Choice Dollars helps to further  
support our ministries at Bethlehem.  
 

To WELCA:  I just want to thank you for the  
beautiful luncheon. Enjoyed the presentation on 
Jerusalem and the get-together with the ladies 
very much.          -Darlene Schwartzlow 
 
To the Ladies of Bethlehem Lutheran, Thank you 
for a wonderful and tasty  lunch! We appreciate 
you! 

The Olson Family: 
Carl, Amy, Heidi and Kathy 

_________________________________________ 
 

Christ In Our Home devotional booklets for the 
third quarter are on the table in the narthex. This 
will be the last time they will be ordered. Due to 
lack of interest, we have not renewed our sub-
scription. Ordering information is available on the 
inside back cover of the booklet. If you would like 
to continue to receive the devotional but can’t 
afford a subscription, contact the church office. 
_________________________________________ 

“When a train goes through a tunnel and it gets dark, 
you don’t throw away the ticket and jump off. You sit 
still and trust the engineer.”  —Corrie ten Boom  



OFFICE HELP NEEDED 
 

Someone is needed to help out in the office on 
Tuesday, August 6th. If you are able to be in the 
office from about 9:00 a.m. to noon, it would be 
greatly appreciated. Please call the church office at 
897-2341 or email Pam at: 
office@bethlehembrodhead.org. Thank you! 
_________________________________________ 

 
 

Don’t miss our  
last Summer Faith 
Night! 
 

 
Our last Summer Faith Night is Wednesday, August 
14 from 5:30 to 7:00. We’ll begin with dinner  
together and then a Bible story and participation  
in some fun outdoor activities. We’ll end with a 
campfire, songs, and prayers. Invite your friends 
and neighbors to join us! 
_________________________________________ 
 

WELCA Covered Bridge Days Food Stand 
 

The women of Bethlehem Lutheran will again be 
having a food stand on Saturday, August 10, at 
Covered Bridge Day. This year we are serving 
coffee and a few breakfast baked goods from 9:00 
to 10:30 and walking tacos in a bowl from 10:30 to 
4:00. A signup sheet for food donations and work-
ing shifts is on the table. Please sign up early. If 
you have questions, see Christy Long or call her at 
558-7833. 
_________________________________________ 
 

ATTENTION COUNCIL MEMBERS 
 

The council meeting for August has changed. 
Council will meet the second Monday, August 12 
at 7:00 p.m. Please mark your calendars and have 
any agenda items/reports in the office by Wednes-
day morning, August 7th. Thank you. 

 
 

 

If you or someone you know would 
appreciate help with a meal once a 
month, contact the church office or 
one of the H.O.M.E.  Meal Team 
members. The next delivery date is 
Wednesday, August 21. Thanks to 
our H.O.M.E. Meal Team members who prepare 
and deliver the meals each month! 
_________________________________________ 

 

WOMEN OF BETHLEHEM 
 

We hope you are using your Thankoffering boxes 
to share your coins for those moments when you 
feel especially thankful. Your generous Thankoffer-
ings help support the ongoing ministries of the 
ELCA churchwide women’s organization. Boxes will 
be collected in the fall when we have our 
Thankoffering service. If you do not have a box, 
they can be found in a basket in the narthex. 
_________________________________________ 
 

We will again collect items for 
the Lutheran World Relief 
school kits. Please watch for 
Back to School sales as items 
needed for kits will be at  
reduced prices. We especially 
need the 70 page spiral notebooks. Here are items 
needed to complete one kit. 
  
FOUR—70 sheet notebooks of wide or college-
ruled paper about 8” x 10½” (no loose leaf paper) 
ONE—30 centimeter ruler, or a ruler with centime-
ters on one side and inches on the other 
ONE—pencil sharpener 
ONE—pair of blunt scissors (safety scissors with 
embedded steel blades work well) 
FIVE—black or blue ballpoint pens (NO gel ink) 
ONE—box of 16 or 24 crayons 
ONE—2½” eraser 
 

A basket is in the narthex for your donations. 
Thank you for your participation in this important 
ministry. 
_________________________________________ 
 

“Our greatest fulfillment lies in giving ourselves to 
others.”   —Henri J.M. Nouwen  
 



Bethlehem Lutheran WELCA Salad Luncheon 
Thursday, June 13, 2019 

 
Our 2019 Salad Luncheon was held on  Thursday, June 13. Our guest speaker was Helen LaBorde who  
presented a narrative with slides entitled, “Journey in the Holy Land.” There were 85 in attendance. 
 
Guests and members were greeted and treated to appetizers of cheese and crackers, strawberries, grapes, 
olives, hummus and labneh. Pastor Peder made the hummus and labneh. Helen had a beautiful selection of 
posters on display. 
 
The ladies of Bethlehem brought salads. Rolls and tossed salad were provided by Texas Roadhouse. We also 
had several bread options. Juice, water and coffee were the beverages provided. Dessert was Chocolate Lush, 
made by Carole Haraldson. 
 
Bethlehem’s 75th anniversary cookbooks were given out to those who wanted one. Door prizes were 
Ghirardelli chocolates.  
 
Table centers: Table runners were made by Kathy Matteson. To replicate the sandy, rocky terrain in the Holy 
Land, vases with sand and candles decorated the tables. In addition, rocks were on display on the table run-
ners. The Fellowship Hall was colorfully decorated to look like a marketplace. 
 
Pam Kessler printed posters and programs.  
 
We thank the men who helped serve: 
 Pastor Peder 
 Wayne Dieckhoff 
 Doug Pinnow 
 Russel Pinnow 
 Gary Sutherland 
 
We also thank Donna Millard for her help with the posters and Pastor Peder for the power point/slide show 
and help with the picture posters. 
 
   Expenses: 
    Decatur Dairy—Cheese Tray   $30.00 
    Helen LaBorde—Guest Speaker  $75.00 
    Janice Knight—50/50 Party Supplies             $86.94 
        Target Candy Door Prizes $55.59 
        Dollar Store gift bags, juices $18.31 
    Helen LaBorde—Pictures             $100.00 
    Piggly Wiggly—Dessert Ingredients  $68.98 
                                                                                                         $434.82 
 
A thank you goes out to all who helped make it a success! 
 
God’s Peace, 
Janice Knight 
 



Stay Connected To Synod Happenings, 
News, & Events!  

Grow in your faith and leadership!  Stay con-
nected to exciting events and stories of our 

faith in action in our synod!  To sign up for synod news, 
please email Assistant to the Bishop for Media, Com-
munications & Leadership Development, Deacon Vicki 
Hanrahan at vickih@scsw-elca.org to be added to 
“What Matters.”   

_________________________________________ 
 

PENNIES FOR A PURPOSE 
We continue to collect donations of your 
spare pennies to help women in the 

Brodhead community. A container is in the narthex 
for your donations. Thank you for sharing! 
_________________________________________ 
 
Are You Interested in Volunteering at YOUR Syn-
od Office? It's easy and fun and you can sign-up  
below. If you have questions please call Robyn 
Zimmerman at the synod office, 608.270-0201.   
 

http://signup.com/go/urPBwwv                                 
General Office Volunteer Work 
 

Your synod staff would love the chance to get to 
know you and this a fun way to do just that. You 
choose the hours you are able to help.  
_________________________________________ 
 

Agrace Seeks Volunteers in Rock County 

Agrace Hospice & Palliative Care is seeking new         
volunteers across Rock County to make companionship 
visits to local hospice patients in patients’ homes, or in 
nursing homes or assisted living centers. Volunteers 
can also greet visitors at the Agrace Center for Hospice 
& Palliative Care or assist shoppers at the Agrace Thrift 
Store in Janesville. Schedules are flexible, and free 
training is provided.  
 

Orientation for new volunteers will be held        
Wednesday, August 14, from 5 p.m. to 9 p.m., at      
the Agrace Center for Hospice & Palliative Care in     
Janesville. Before attending orientation, volunteers   
will complete an application and interview.                 
Call (608) 314-2922 to register. 
___________________________________________ 

 

I love you, Lord, with all my heart, soul and mind. Help 
me also to love my neighbors as myself.                                      
(See Matthew 22:37, 39.)  

Community Clothes Closet is 
open every Saturday from 
10am—2pm. The Clothes    
Closet is located at the old Power and 
Light Building, 1108 11th St. All items at the Closet 
are free and is staffed by volunteers.  

Healthy Eating, Healthy Living—The Senior Nutri-
tion Program of Green Co. provides balanced  
nutrition to seniors. For a Dining Center reserva-
tion, contact Brodhead Senior Center: 897-4796. 
 

White Gift food pantry hours are from 10—11am 
on the 3rd Saturday of the month. The pantry is 
located behind the Senior Center. If you have a 
need, please contact Vickie Krattiger at 897-6466. 
_________________________________________ 
 

HEAL Grief and Education Groups 
 

September 4—October 9, 2019 
6:00—7:30 p.m. 

St. Camillus Center 
2101 6th St—Monroe 

 
Six-week sessions open to anyone 18 years and 
older. Learn about the grieving process, ideas for 
coping and healing in a safe and supportive setting. 
The sessions are free and open to the public. To 
register, or for more information, contact Monroe 
Clinic Hospice at 608-324-1230 or visit them online 
at monroeclinic.org. 
_________________________________________ 
 

Men—Are You Losing Your Grip?  
Find a Team that Will Hang on With You at the  

Next One Year to Live Retreat for Men!  
 

September 13-15, 2019  
MacKenzie Environmental Education Center  

Poynette, WI  
 

Register today – space is limited.  
This retreat has been life changing for many attendees! 
Join with men of all ages seeking to follow the guidance 
of Proverbs 27:17.  
 

For more information and to view participant testimo-
nial videos: http://www.lutheranmeninmission.org. Call 
or text LMM synod leader, Jim Schieble: (920) 763-3433 
with other questions.  

mailto:vickih@scsw-elca.org
http://signup.com/go/urPBwwv
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