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This weekend marks the tenth anniversary of my  

arrival here at Bethlehem! It has been a wonderful  

period of my life and a great privilege to learn, grow, 

and share in ministry to the gospel with all of you. 

Thank you for the call in 2010 and for all the time we 

have spent together. Brodhead has turned out to be a 

lovely home for me and my family and we feel blessed 

to share our life with you all. 

  

As the years have gone by, I’ve wondered how I might 

mark this particular milestone when it comes. I never 

had a clear picture of it – probably a few favorite 

hymns, a nice cake, and some of Green County’s finest 

cheese – but I certainly never imagined it would be 

amidst a viral pandemic and period of socially distant 

worship. So it goes and so it is. 

  

I’ll bring a cake and cheese for us some day on the 

other side of this, and we’ll sing together again, but a 

missed coffee hour is just one of the many things I 

miss…that we miss. Like all of you, I miss the faces, 

the voices, the gathering of community around the 

Word, the font and table. I miss the laying on of hands, 

and the placing of bread into your hands with the 

blessed words of grace. I miss the laughter and the  

embrace of friendship before and after worship. I know 

that all of you do as well. 

 

There is an eagerness to return to “life as usual” and I 

get it. I feel it. I wrote about this in the weekly email a 

few weeks ago, but it’s worth repeating. Our identity 

and our commitment to Christ calls us to care for our 

neighbor and for the world. This pandemic is just get-

ting started and the danger it poses to public health – to 

people with advanced age, underlying health concerns, 

and limited access to health care in particular – is very 

real. Our commitment to refrain from in-person gather-

ings and to practice compassionate distancing is an act 

of Christian love. We are giving something up, but we 

are doing it for the sake of one another and for our 

neighbors and community.  

 

I thank you for your patience, for your solidarity, and 

for your commitment to public health during this time. 

We are all in this together. 

 

 

Understanding that this season of on-line worship and 

limited access to the church and to one another has 

been difficult and will likely continue for some time, 

we are exploring some other opportunities for connec-

tion and spiritual care. Please respond to the survey if 

you have not done so. We have received over 30  

responses so far and the feedback is helpful as we  

make plans in the coming weeks. 

 

At the July council meeting, it was decided to host an 

outdoor worship service, as an opportunity for members 

to reconnect within the context of worship. We will 

hold an outdoor worship service at 9:00AM on  

August 9, in the garden behind the church. A video will 
still be available on Facebook for those who prefer to 

stay home, but this live gathering will replace the live 

zoom service for that week. In the event of inclement 

weather, worship will be on Zoom and we will try again 

on the 16th.  

 

Outdoor gatherings still pose a risk for viral  

transmission, so the worship team has given the  

following instruction for those who plan to attend: 

 

 Please bring your own chair. 

 Masks are required. If you do not have one, we 

can provide one for you. 

 Please maintain a distance of 6 feet or more 

between you and others not in your household. 

 Further instruction will be given before the start 

of worship. 

 

Worshippers are invited to stay and enjoy some time in 

fellowship (while practicing compassionate distancing) 

and are encouraged to bring their own refreshments. 

(food/beverages will not be provided) 

 

Though my regular office hours are suspended, I remain 

accessible for any who need pastoral care or wish to 

discuss matters of our church. Please feel free to call, 

text, or email as needed. 

 

Grace, peace, and good health to you all! 

 

Pastor Peder 



Two Ways to Worship  
 

As we gather in our homes during this period of 

social distancing, there are two options for wor-

ship. One is by video, prepared and posted to our 

Facebook page each Sunday morning. The other is 

a live feed on Zoom at 9:00am on Sunday morn-

ings. Our Zoom Meeting ID is 321-764-3018.  To 

access Zoom from your phone, dial 1-312-626-

6799 (this is a Chicago number) and when 

prompted, enter the Zoom Meeting ID given 

above, followed by the # key. The password is our 

zip code, 53520. You do not need to enter a user 

ID – if asked, simply press #. To access via the app 

on your smartphone or computer, select “join” 

and enter our Zoom Meeting ID and password, or 

use this link: 

https://zoom.us/j/3217643018?pwd=WkJ0UDBue

ERCQlI4dWQySDhabkZWZz09  

_________________________________________ 

In Appreciation… 
 

To our Friends at Bethlehem: 
You gave us love and support for so many years. 
Thank you for all of your prayers and concerns. 
They were so appreciated by both of us. And 
now this love and support continues even 
through death. Thank you for your expressions 
of sympathy, your thoughtfulness and your gen-
erosity. We share fond memories of Louie’s 
great smile, friendly and generous ways. He will 
be missed but we know he rests in God’s care. 

From the Paul Haraldson Family 
 

Thank you for  your donation of $200.00 to  
Family Promise. We appreciate you! 

 
Dear Friends of Bethlehem Lutheran Church: 
Skaalen Nursing & Rehabilitation Center grate-
fully acknowledges your gift of $200.00 for the 
1st quarter of 2020, and also $200.00 for the 
2nd quarter of 2020. These gifts will help us 
care for all who reside here for years to come. 

Kris Krentz—President/CEO 
 

Thank you to Thrivent members for directing 
their Thrivent Choice Dollars® to Bethlehem 
Church. Directing Choice Dollars® through 
Thrivent Choice will help Bethlehem Church to 
further support our important work. 

In Christian Sympathy 
 

Paul Louis Haraldson 

June 4, 2020 
 

Remembering Grandpa “Louie”  

by Granddaughter, Gretchen 
 

“Yesterday I lost a huge piece of my heart. My 

grandpa taught me so many things in life. Some 

things that seem simple like how to shoot a bas-

ketball, how to rollerblade, how to ice skate. But 

he also instilled in our entire family how to be the 

most compassionate, loving, caring, and sincere 

individual you could imagine. When I enrolled at 

the University of Minnesota, knowing my heart 

was with the Wisconsin Badgers, “Louie” re-

searched the stats and game play of the Gophers 

so he would be able to support me. He knew more 

about my own college than I ever cared to.  

Because it meant something to me. And he 

wanted to show that he loved and supported my 

choices. He had the ability to know exactly what a 

person needed to feel and how to help them get 

there. He was an amazingly special individual 

with the witty charm of a sassy gentleman. I’m 

lucky to have been surrounded by his love and his 

incredible sense of humor. He will be missed and 

cherished by anyone who got the chance to meet 

him. I love you, gramps. Always and forever. I 

hope you Rest In Peace, and love, and always 

watch over us. I know you’ll be there whenever I 

need you.” 

 
Rebecca Ann Ferguson 

Laurine Klossner’s Granddaughter 
July 1, 2020 

 

Norma T. Johanson 

Pastor Peder’s Grandmother 
July 2, 2020 

 
Butch Bishop 

Barb Bishop’s Husband 
July 26, 2020 

_______________________________________________________ 

 

Thinking of all of you and hoping you are well. 

Stay safe, 

Cindy Miller 



Covered Bridge Days Announcement  

Due to COVID-19, Bethlehem Church will not be par-

ticipating in Covered Bridge Days with our food stand. 

____________________________________________ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Please join Donna on Wednesday, August 12, for our 

third summer Faith Night. During the summer, we are 

talking about how God feeds us and takes care of us.  

Check out the church’s Facebook page and join 

Donna at 6:00 p.m. on August 12!!   

P.S. if you missed the first two summer Faith Nights, 

you can catch up by looking for the video on the 

church’s Facebook page. 

________________________________________________ 

 

The White Gift Food Pantry is open the third Saturday 

of each month from 10:00 a.m. to 11:30 a.m. The 

pantry is located behind the Senior Center and is 

open to all residents in the Brodhead School District. 

If you or someone you know has any questions or 

need food before the 3rd Saturday of the month, 

please contact Vickie Krattiger at 897-6466 or Lisa Re-

genold at 897-2496.  

Note: At this time we cannot accept donations of 

canned goods due to COVID-19. If you would like to 

support the White Gift Food Pantry, you may send 

cash donations to: Brodhead White Gift Food Pantry, 

N2346 Tenny Rd, Brodhead WI 53520. Please write 

White Gift donation on the memo line of your check. 

Thank you. 

____________________________________________ 
 

A message from Pastor Peder... 

If you would like pastoral conversation via phone and/or 

zoom, Pastor Peder is still available during this time of 

separation. You may contact Pastor to schedule an  

appointment at 608-346-2676 or you may email him at: 

pastor@bethlehembrodhead.org.  

JOIN US FOR A LIVE 

OUTDOOR WORSHIP SERVICE 

 

Sunday, August 9 

9:00 a.m. 

 

If it rains we will worship on Zoom. 

Rain date will be Sunday, August 16. 

We hope to see you there! 

__________________________________________________________ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

August 20, 2020 marks the 10 year anniversary of  

ordination for Pastor Peder! (Also, ten years ago on 

August 22, 2010 he was installed as our pastor.) Since 

we are unable to celebrate this special milestone with 

him in person, we are having a card shower instead. 

Please send your cards and well wishes for Pastor 

Peder to the church:   

405 E Ninth Ave, Brodhead WI 53520 

___________________________________________ 

 

Notice to Bethlehem Keyholders 

 

Please use your key to enter either through the  

sanctuary door or north parking lot door until a  

decision is made about the front door lock. 

___________________________________________ 

 

Thank you for your continued financial support  

during the COVID-19 pandemic. Offering envelopes 

can be mailed to the church, placed in the mail slot  

at the church, or electronic gifts can be made via our 

website or the give+app. We appreciate your contin-

ued support during these challenging times. 

___________________________________________ 

 

 

Creator of all that is good, open our ears and  

hearts to your gospel of love and justice. Amen.  
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ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED Bethlehem Lutheran Church welcomes everyone because Jesus         

welcomes everyone, and loves them unconditionally. Liberated by the 

good news that nourishes us through scripture and at the communion 

table, we are free to extend God’s radical welcome to all people. You are 

welcome here, whatever your age, ability, social and economic class, 

race, culture, language, sexual orientation, gender identity, gender 

expression, or whatever other distinctions make you who you are. We 

embrace you as a whole person, wonderfully and beautifully made by 

God. We embrace your questions, your complexities, and your gifts. 

Gathered and sustained by God’s love, we will strive to live as a        

reconciling people, in our life together and in our witness to the world. 


