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At our last council meeting, in the days  
following Thanksgiving and approaching the sea-
son of Advent, I asked the members at the table 
to share something for which they were grateful 
and something for which they were hopeful.  
 

I’ll ask you to reflect on the same. As you look at 
the past year in your life and in our life together as 
a congregation, for what are you most grateful?  
 

Now in the spirit of Advent, as we look forward to 
the future with anticipation, for what are you 
most hopeful? For what do you pray for this 
church, its ministries, and our life together? 
 

Members of the council shared a range of  
answers, recognizing that even sorrow can be  
a blessing, moving one to a deeper faith, greater 
vulnerability and stronger reliance upon God and 
others.  
 

We gave thanks for unexpected opportunities to 
serve our neighbors and for the ease by which our 
congregation has met those opportunities with 
glad and generous hearts.  
 

We gave thanks for the true sense of belonging so 
many of us feel in this community of faith. We 
come to this place and find welcome, love, and 
peace as we gather with one another and share 
this sacred act of worship to the God who sees us 
and loves us without condition.  
 

We gave thanks for a year of steady support – 
both financial and spiritual. Our giving to mission 
support (ministries beyond ourselves) exceeded 
our goal for the year, and we successfully met  
significant investments (planned and unplanned) 
to our building and property. Instances of  
negativity or “squabbling” have been few and  
 

far between this year, and we in leadership have  
noticed countless ways that our congregational 
members have quietly and lovingly cared for one 
another.  
  
As I entered my eighth year of ministry in this call, 

I have been renewed by the Spirit’s work in this 
place and among this congregation. I am thankful 
for the ways you all have loved one  
another and for your openness to be the church 
that God is calling us to be. 
 

As I said a few Sundays ago, we are becoming a 
church that is known in our community as a place 
and a people that can be counted upon to wel-
come a stranger, to provide for those in need, and 
to proclaim the radical love of God in Jesus Christ 
to those who may not be hearing it elsewhere. I 
am grateful and proud to be a part of this church. 
 

I look forward to growing in our relationships to 
one another and to our neighbors and to further 
growth in our witness to God’s wide welcome. 
 

Thank you all for the ministry of your presence in 
this place, for the financial support that maintains 
our ministry of presence to this community and 
the wider church, and for your faithful witness 
within our congregation and in the world we are 
called to bless. 
 

As we move into another season of Advent,  
looking towards our future as God’s people with 
greater hope and eager longing for God’s love and 
justice to fill this world, it is my prayer that we 
continue to journey together in such faith and 
trust that has sustained us this far along the way. 
 
Grace and Peace, 
Pastor Peder 



Thank you to all those who  
sponsored special gifts during  
the month of November. 
 

 

Communion elements were given… 
Nov 4: by Helen LaBorde in honor of birthdays for 
Ady and Ross, and wedding anniversaries for Jen 
and Crist, and Hailey and Fred. 
Nov 25: by Helen LaBorde in honor of birthdays 
for Juniper, Isaac and Dad, Bud Coomer. 
 

→Please note: Beginning in January 2019, there 
will be a change in the price for sanctuary flowers 
from $35 to $40, which will provide for both vases 
from 1st Center Florist. Of course, you may still 
bring your own flowers or plants from the florist of 
your choice. 
_________________________________________ 
 

PLEASE KEEP US INFORMED 
 

Due to privacy laws, the church office is not  
informed of hospitalizations unless you grant  
permission for the medical facility to notify us. If 
you would like a visit or prayer, please let us know 
when you will be going into the hospital or have a 
family member notify us. Also, if you have dropped 
your land line or changed your phone number or 
email address, please let us know.  
_________________________________________ 
 

Several Prayer Chain “links” have 
moved away or are no longer able 
to continue on the Prayer Chain. 
Please contact Carole Haraldson  
or the church office if you would 

like to join the Prayer Chain. As a link in the  Chain 
you will receive a call when someone requests 
prayer. You are asked to pray for the person,  
people, or cause often. Great and wonderful things 
can be accomplished through faithful prayer as 
God’s people join together. We hope you will be 
part of this important ministry.  
_________________________________________________ 

 
With deepest sympathy we 
hold in prayer Renata Olsen  
and the family and friends of 

Renata’s brother-in-law, Don Lepper, who passed 
away on November 1st. 
 

If you need a ride to church or a 
church activity, contact one of our  
“Share-A-Ride” volunteers. 

 

Doug Bliss    897-4618 
Renata Olsen    558-4969 
_________________________________________ 
 

Expressions of Gratitude 
 

Hello Bethlehem family—I write this to the whole 
congregation—those I don’t know and my faithful 
friends since years past. 
 

I am writing this one letter to one and all because I 
can’t keep up with each and all single messages 
that I do receive and appreciate SO much. I miss 
you all who are on this trip of “Footprints in the 
Sand” with me. A special thanks to the family that 
shared their lives with me at the hardest time in 
my life. 
 

Carole, if I were there I would be glad to help with 
Altar Guild. Remember the wine glasses that were 
glass? We had two services then. All the little var-
ied sizes of little cloths?  
 

Please know I miss and pray for you all.  
Norma Vernon 

_________________________________________ 
 
Thank you for your support of  
Bethlehem Church in 2018. Any  
donations you would like credited  
to your 2018 giving statement needs 

to be in the office by Sunday, December 30, 2018. 
The financial recorders will not be in the office to 
log 2018 giving after that date. Any gifts received 
after December 30, will be credited to your 2019 
statement. 
_________________________________________ 
 

ANNUAL REPORTS DUE SOON! 
 

Annual Reports are due by Sunday, January 6, 
2019. Please have your reports in by this date so 
constitutional requirements can be met.  
Nominating Committee: You should begin  
contacting people now as your report is also due 
by January 6th. The 2018 nominating committee is: 
Hailey Carvalho, Wayne Dieckhoff, Glen Watrud.   



Faith Night is Wednesdays  
beginning at 5:30 with a  
family meal; afterwards we break for 
a time of learning and crafting and 
lots of fun. This is what we’ve got 
planned for December! 
 
 

December 5—Advent/Christmas Program Walk Through 
(Faith Night ends at 6:45/Advent Service begins at 7:00) 

December 12—Advent/Christmas Program Dress Rehearsal 
(Faith Night ends at 6:45/Advent Service begins at 7:00) 

Sunday, December 16 (during worship) Christmas Program 

December 19—Advent – Fun Night  
(Faith Night ends at 6:45/Advent Service begins at 7:00) 
 
December 26—No Faith Night – Merry Christmas! 
 

January 2—No Faith Night—Happy New Year! 

_____________________________________________ 
 

Annual Congregational Meeting 
to Approve 2019 Spending Plan 

 

Sunday, December 9th 
following 9:00 am worship 

 

(Copies of the proposed Spending Plan  
are on the table in the narthex.) 

_________________________________________ 
 

WINTER SNOW SHOVELERS NEEDED 
 

We need helpers to shovel the entranceways after 
it snows. A signup sheet is on the table in the nar-
thex. If you have questions as to what is involved, 
please see Glen Watrud. Thank you for helping! 
_________________________________________ 
 

POINSETTIAS FOR THE HOMEBOUND 
 

Envelopes are provided at the signup table for  
donations which will be used for the purchase of 
poinsettia plants for our Bethlehem homebound 
members. Please give donations in whatever 
amount you choose. Place envelopes in the offer-
ing plate. Thank you! 
_________________________________________ 

 
SARAH CIRCLE MEETING FOR DECEMBER 

 

Sarah Circle will meet at church on December 11th  
at 11:15 a.m. and carpool to The Hotel in New  
Glarus for lunch. 

Mid-Week Advent Worship 
 

Wednesdays in December 
December 5—19 

7:00 p.m. 
 

Prepare your hearts for the coming of the Savior. 
Step back from the busyness of the season and join 
us for Advent worship. 
 

_____________________________________________ 
 

QUILTERS CHANGE IN SCHEDULE FOR DECEMBER 
 

The quilting group will meet on the first and third 
Tuesdays in December instead of the second and 
fourth due to the Christmas holiday. Quilters will 
meet on December 4, and December 18 both at 
the regular time beginning at 9:00 a.m.  

 
Christmas Sanctuary  

Decorations 2018 
 

Name:  ________________________________ 

If in honor or memory of someone, please print 

that information below. 

In memory of:  _________________________ 

______________________________________ 

In honor of:  ___________________________ 

______________________________________ 

Please place this sheet, along with your $10.00 

donation, in the offering plate or bring to the 

church office by December 16th. Your donation 

will go toward the purchase of poinsettia plants 

and Christmas decorations for the Christmas 

Eve Services. 



Stay connected to exciting events and 
stories of our faith in action in our 
synod! To sign up for synod news, please 
email Synod Communicator & Event 

Manager, Deacon Vicki Hanrahan at  
vickih@scsw-elca.org to be added to “What 
Matters.” 
_________________________________________ 

 
PENNIES FOR A PURPOSE 

 
We continue to collect donations of your 

spare pennies to help women in the Brodhead 
community. A container is in the narthex for your 
donations. Thank you for sharing! 
_________________________________________ 

 
White Gift Food Pantry Needs Help 

 

Sunday, December 2nd is White Gift Sunday. 
Please bring non-perishable food items for the 
special Christmas food drive.  Help is also needed 
on Sunday afternoon at 1:00 to sort all the food 
that is also brought in from the community. White 
Gift Christmas boxes will be packed and distribut-
ed on Monday, December 3rd from 8am to 3pm. 
See Janice Knight if you would like to help. 
________________________________________ 

 
 
 
 
 

 

Lessons and Carols for Advent 
In support of the Dar al-Kalima 
University College of Arts and 
Culture, Bethlehem, Palestine 

 

December 2 at 7:00 p.m. 
An Ecumenical Event 

First Congregational Church of Christ 
1609 University Avenue, Madison 

(Parking in UW Lot 17 & UW Engineering Bldg) 
 

A free-will offering will be collected for student 
scholarships to Dar al-Kalima University College of 
Arts and Culture in Bethlehem. Your presence and 
gifts will make a difference for many in the Holy 
Land. 

Community Clothes Closet is 
open every Saturday from 
10am—2pm. The Clothes    
Closet is located at the old Power and 
Light Building, 1108 11th St. All items at the Closet 
are free and is staffed by volunteers.  

Healthy Eating, Healthy Living—The Senior Nutri-
tion Program of Green Co. provides balanced  
nutrition to seniors. For a Dining Center reserva-
tion, contact Brodhead Senior Center: 897-4796. 
 

White Gift food pantry hours are from 10—11am 
on the 3rd Saturday of the month. The pantry is 
located behind the Senior Center. If you have a 
need, please contact Vickie Krattiger at 897-6466. 
_________________________________________ 
 

Agrace Seeks Volunteers in Rock County 

Agrace Hospice & Palliative Care is seeking volun-
teers in Rock County to brighten lives of people 
with serious illnesses. Volunteer orientation is 
scheduled for Tuesday, December 4, from 8 a.m. 
to noon at Agrace in Janesville. Before volunteers 
attend orientation, they will complete an applica-
tion and interview about their skills and interests. 
Call (608) 314-2922 to register. 
_____________________________________________ 
 

Christmas at ELC   
Concert and Chili Supper at Evangelical 

Lutheran Church of Mt. Horeb 
December 9  

5:00 p.m. 
 
Mark your calendar!  
 
The annual Christmas at ELC Benefit will 
be held Sunday, December 9.  Come enjoy the  
music of the Christmas season from several talent-
ed individuals and groups.  The concert time is 
5:00 pm followed by a chili supper at 6:00. There is 
no admission fee for the concert or meal, but free 
will donations will benefit the Mount Horeb Area 
School District's Weekend Backpack Meals pro-
gram this year.    
 
ELC is located at 315 E Main St, Mt Horeb, WI  
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ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 

 

FAMILY FAITH NIGHT 
Wednesdays 5:30—6:45 

(No Faith Night Dec 26 or Jan 2) 
 

WEDNESDAY ADVENT WORSHIP 
December 5—December 19 

7:00 
 

SUNDAY MORNING WORSHIP 
9:00 

Coffee & Fellowship following 
the worship hour 

 

 

Christmas Eve 
Worship 

 

4:30 p.m. 
7:00 p.m. 

 

Join us for a  
service of 

 

Carols 
Candlelight 

Holy Communion 

 


