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Blessed are the Refugees 

 

Dear Siblings in Christ, 

 

The Revised Common lectionary Gospel text for last Sunday, Epiphany 4, was Matthew 5:1

-12. In these opening words to his Sermon on the Mount, Jesus lays out what it means to be 

blessed, and it isn’t what we think. In his words on that mountainside in Galilee, Jesus 

speaks to those who are listening to him about their current life situation (which isn’t all that 

great). Jesus names the crowd’s current situation and pulls God’s future into their present. 

 You are poor and broken in Spirit and God’s kingdom is yours. 

 You mourn and you will find comfort. 

 You are powerless and you will receive what you need. 

 You are hungry/you seek justice and what you are looking for will be yours. 

Through it all, Jesus says, know that you are blessed by God. 

 

I can’t help but apply these words to the refugee crisis playing out in our world, and now so vividly here in 

our country this past weekend. I am deeply disturbed by the ramifications of the executive actions taken by 

our President concerning our brothers and sisters who seek a home and safety with us. This is the work of  

our church. We Lutherans have been assisting and resettling refugees since WWII, through Lutheran World 

Relief (LWR) and Lutheran Immigration and Refugee Services (LIRS). People who are poor and broken in 

spirit. People who mourn and are persecuted. People hungry and thirsty for justice and a home.  

 

It started with people fleeing the violence in Europe during World War II. If you or your parents or grand-

parents immigrated to the United States during and after World War II, chances are the Lutherans were there 

to help.  

 

I can remember in the Seventies, so many of our Lutheran congregations sponsored refugees from South East 

Asia: Vietnamese people, Cambodian people, Hmong people. Thousands found a welcome and a new begin-

ning because of our commitment to care for God’s people who were desperately seeking freedom and peace.  

 

Today, in our Synod we have a very active refugee resettlement team. Our team works closely with the refu-

gee resettlement folks from Lutheran Social Services, experts in the field who work in partnership with the 

U.S. State department to welcome refugees fleeing war and violence. These refugees are people who have 

been extensively screened and cleared to begin a new life in what for them is a strange land far away from 

home. Many of your congregations have participated in welcoming our new neighbors with boxes of house-

hold supplies, donations for mattresses, furniture, and hospitality.  

 

In the Madison area, our Synod team has helped welcome and resettle about 100 people a year for the last 

several years. We were expecting and prepared for 110 this year. Now we don’t know if that will happen, and 

as a follower of Jesus called to welcome the stranger and love the neighbor, it breaks my heart. More than 

that, as a Lutheran, directly involved in this refugee resettlement work that our denomination has been active-

ly involved in for decades – work that has gone on successfully through both Republican and Democratic  

Administrations, I might add – I am doubly discouraged.     (continued on last page) 



 

Thank you to all those who  
sponsored special gifts during  
the month of January. 
 

Sanctuary lamp was given… 
Jan. 15:  by Doug and Janice Knight in memory of 
Carrie Fowler. 
_______________________________________ 
 
If you would like a visit or prayer, please let us 
know when you will be going into a medical facili-
ty, or please have a family member notify us. Due 
to privacy laws, the hospitals/nursing homes do 
not notify us. 
 
If you have changed your address, phone number 
or email address, please let us know so we can 
keep our records up to date. Thank you for helping 
to keep us informed! 
_________________________________________ 
 

Annual Congregational 
Meeting 

Sunday, February 5 

Following 9:00 a.m. worship 

___________________________________ 
 

BETTER BRODHEAD COMMUNITY SUPPER 
 

Better Brodhead is hosting the fourth annual communi-
ty supper on Thursday, February 23rd at 5:30PM. This is 
a complimentary, family friendly event for all Brodhead 
area residents. Guest speaker, Matt Calvert, will speak 
on the importance of involving youth in the local com-
munity. 
 

The 'Hidden in plain sight' simulation will be set up  
for adults to participate in. This interactive simulation 
allows you to test your knowledge on what you think 
drugs and alcohol paraphernalia would look like in an 
actual teen’s bedroom. 
 

The community supper will be held at the Brodhead 
High School and begins at 5:30PM on Thursday, Febru-
ary 23rd. This event is free to all Brodhead area resi-
dents, so bring your friends and family and enjoy a 
night with Better Brodhead. For more information 
please contact us at (608) 447-1363 or at  
facebook.com/brodheadhealthycommunity. 

If you need a ride to church or a 
church activity, contact one of our 
“Share-A-Ride” volunteers. 
 

 
Chairperson:  Jo Pinnow  897-4275 
Doug Bliss    897-4618 
Renata Olsen    558-4969 
Dan Fisher    897-8304 
 

If you would like to help out as a driver, 
please call Jo Pinnow at the number above. 

_________________________________________ 
 

EXPRESSIONS OF APPRECIATION 
 

Skaalen Nursing & Rehabilitation Center grateful-
ly acknowledges your gift of $300.00. Thank you 
for this gift that will help us care for all who reside 
here for years to come. 

—Kris Krentz, President/CEO 
 

Thank you for your end of year Christmas gift of 
$300.00. Your support helps us in our efforts to 
end the year in the black and start off the New 
Year strong. —Jeffrey Bluhm, Executive Director 
 

Please accept our thanks for your gifts for the  
residents at Pleasant View Nursing Home during 
this past holiday season. The staff and residents 
express their sincere gratitude to you for your  
support in the Christmas Gift Program. 
 
Thank you for the beautiful poinsettia plant. 

 − Joann Anderson 
 

Thank you for your recent contribution of $300. It 
will be put to good use in caring for the needs of 
our guests. 

−Family Promise of Green County 
 

Thank you to all the members who have left their 
used ink cartridges for us to recycle. Through the 
recycling program you helped us save $151.92 for 
the purchase of office supplies in 2016. 
 
Thank you to Thrivent Financial members who 
have directed their Choice Dollars® to Bethlehem. 
Based on member recommendations, BLC received 
$929 in charitable outreach funding in 2016. 
 

http://facebook.com/brodheadhealthycommunity


Christian Education in February 
 

Sunday Faith Formation   
Faith Formation continues on Sunday morning  
during the 9:00 a.m. worship hour. A separate  
lesson time for children is offered. Children will 
start worship in the sanctuary, then move to an 
area to hear a children’s version of that Sunday’s 
lesson and afterwards return to the sanctuary for 
the ending portion of worship.  
 

Adult Bible Class is held immediately following the 
worship hour. Get a cup of coffee and join the 
group discussion in the Fellowship Hall.  

Faith Night at Bethlehem Lutheran continues on 
Wednesdays from 5:30 – 7:00. The evening begins 
with a meal at 5:30; parents are encouraged to 
join their children. At 6:00 everyone can join the 
rotating small group sessions. We conclude in the 
sanctuary with a quick ending to our evening.  

Confirmation Class is also on Wednesday  
evenings at 6:15 p.m.  
 

Book of Faith Bible Study group continues the 
second and fourth Monday evenings at 7:00 in 
members’ homes. In February we begin a new 
study in the book of Genesis. Everyone is welcome 
to join us! Watch future bulletins for locations. 
_________________________________________ 

 

LENTEN DEVOTIONAL BOOKS 

For 2017, a year marking the 500th 
anniversary of the Reformation’s 
beginnings, Free Indeed reflects on 
the brief explanations of Christian 
faith and practice in Luther’s Small 

Catechism. The writers bring their unique voices 
and wisdom to explore God’s liberating promises 
revealed in the Ten Commandments, Apostles’ 
Creed, Lord’s Prayer, Holy Baptism, Confession, 
Holy Communion, and daily blessings. Each devo-
tion features a reading from the catechism, accom-
panied by an evocative image, a quotation to pon-
der, a reflection, and a prayer. It is our hope that 
each family will engage in Lenten devotion using 
this resource. Copies will be available before Lent 
begins, which is Ash Wednesday, March 1st. A  
donation box will be available if you wish to help 
defray the cost of the books, which are $2 each. 

We need people who are will-
ing to help out on the Altar 
Guild. Some of our guild mem-
bers, who have served for many 
years, have stepped down. That 
means we need some people to 
“step up” to fill in those empty 
spots. We would love to have 
enough helpers so guild mem-
bers won’t have to serve more 
than one month out of the year. 
Altar guild members help set up for communion 
and clean up after communion. They change the 
paraments and keep pews in order. If you would 
like more information about serving on the Altar 
Guild, please speak with Carole Haraldson. Your 
help would be greatly appreciated and it is a  
rewarding way to serve Bethlehem Church. 
_________________________________________ 

 

QUILTING GROUP  

Quilters meet on the second and fourth Tuesdays 
of the month at 9:00 a.m. For anyone interested in 
joining the group—if you can tie a knot, you can 
help—and we really need more helpers.  
 

Also, if anyone has thin blankets or sheets they 
would like to donate, we can always use them as 
well as fabric for the quilt tops. 
 

Quilts made are sent to Lutheran World Relief (see 
poster on bulletin board in narthex) and some are 
donated locally as may be needed. 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 



Would you like to receive synod stories 
of our ministry together, timely news up-
dates and invitations to learning and min-
istry opportunities in synod? If you would 

like to receive What Matters and Walking Togeth-
er: Faith for Our Journey, please go to:  
http://bit.ly/SynodNews 
_________________________________________ 
 

AUGUSTANA CHOIR TOUR 2017 
Jon Hurty, conductor 

 
Featuring the Boylan Catholic Chamber Singers 

First Lutheran Church 
225 S. 3rd Street 

Rockford IL 
 

Friday, February 17, 2017 
7:30 p.m. 

There will be a reception to follow and  
a freewill offering accepted. 

www.augustana.edu/choirtour 
_________________________________________ 
 

STRENGTHENING  FAMILIES PROGRAM 
for parents and youth 10-14 

 

This program is offered through Better Brodhead 
and is for all kinds of families. 
 

If your child is age 10-14 and you 
 Sometimes worry about their behavior or 

choices 
 Would like your child to grow more confident 

and have strong, positive life skills 
 Would like to improve your family atmosphere 

or prevent conflict 
Just to name some of the benefits of this program. 
 

Family dinner and childcare provided. 
Seven Monday evenings March 13—May 1 (except 
April 10) Arrive at 5:30 for family dinner. Leave by 
8:00. Workshop located at Bethlehem Church. 
 

Registration form and brochure is available on  
the welcome table in the foyer. Registration dead-
line is February 27, 2017. There is a form in the 
brochure or you can call (608) 447-1363 or email  
brielle.betterbrodhead@gmail.com to register. 

Community Clothes Closet is 
open every Saturday from 
10am—2pm. The Clothes  
Closet is located at the old Power and 
Light Building, 1108 11th St. All items at the Closet 
are free and is staffed by volunteers. 
 
Healthy Eating, Healthy Living—The Senior Nutri-
tion Program of Green Co. provides balanced nutri-
tion to seniors. For a Dining Center reservation, 
contact Brodhead Senior Center: 897-4796. 
 
White Gift food pantry hours are from 10—11am 
on the 3rd Saturday of the month. The pantry is 
located behind the Senior Center. If you have a 
need, please contact Vickie Krattiger at 897-4132. 
_________________________________________ 
 

homeenergy™+ 

 

Green County Human Services Department is cur-
rently taking applications for the Wisconsin Home 
Energy Assistance Program (WHEAP) for the 2017 
heating season which runs until May 15, 2017.  
 

WHEAP may be able to assist low income house-
holds offset their energy costs with a onetime pay-
ment based on income, household size and energy 
usage. 
 

Those households experiencing an energy crisis 
such as a pending electrical or natural gas discon-
nect or a propane or fuel oil shortage, may receive 
additional funds as well. In addition, the program 
also has provisions to repair or replace faulty  
furnaces for those who are eligible homeowners. 
 

Applications for WHEAP can be picked up at the 
Human Services Economic Support Unit located in 
the Pleasant View Complex at N3152 State High-
way 81, Monroe. Applications can also be mailed 
to interested parties by phoning (608) 328-9344. 
_________________________________________ 
 

 
 

“The ever-present Christ is here to bless you.  
The closer you keep him, the nearer you will  

be to one another.” 
−The Archbishop of Canterbury 



(continued from page 1) 

 

As the body of Christ, we are the heart and hands of Jesus. As the Lutheran church together here and now for 

the sake of the world, we are called to speak Jesus’ word of blessing to all people.  

 The world may be poor and broken in spirit, and yet we proclaim God’s kingdom is here. 

 People around the globe may fear or despair or mourn, and yet we speak God’s presence, compassion 

 and comfort. 

 Folks may feel helpless in the face of powers and principalities that threaten them and harm them, and 

 yet we declare and work for God’s desire that all people have what they need: safety and home and 

 peace. 

 Poverty, oppression, hunger for daily bread and for justice may be rampant, and yet we proclaim 

 God’s abundance, and work together for reconciliation and an equitable sharing so that all may have 

 enough. 

 And through it all, we announce as Jesus did and does, Child of God, whoever you may be, whatever 

 your situation in life, know that you are loved and valued and blessed by God. 

 

May God bless us and the work we do in Jesus’ name as we live out what it means to be Christ’s church, par-

ticularly the Lutheran expression of that church, in this time and place, together, for the sake of the world.  

 

God’s Peace, 

Bishop Mary Froiland  

————————————————————————————————————————————————— 

From Pastor Peder... 

Members and Friends of Bethlehem, 

I have given this month’s front page of our newsletter to our synod bishop, Rev. Mary Froiland. She writes with wisdom, 

passion, and faith about our church’s work in accompanying, resettling, and supporting refugees – a prominent ministry 

of American Lutherans dating back to the refugee crisis of World War II. She also addresses her deep concern for this 

ministry under the current presidential administration. 

 

As I stated on Sunday, we can hold a variety of positions on the political spectrum and still be the church together. Our 

bishop’s criticism (and mine too) of our president’s recent executive orders isn’t about excluding one party or another 

from the church, but rather speaking to the life and witness we are called to embody as Christ’s disciples. Despite our 

great variety in perspectives, we are indeed called to be of one mind on matters such as these. 

  

Our Lord calls, gathers, and sends us with words of blessing and hope for the most vulnerable. Sometimes, it is we who 

are vulnerable, hurting, and afraid. Those words are healing mercy to us in those moments. Much of the time, however, it 

is others who are vulnerable, afraid, and in need of hope. Jesus, by the words of his calling and by the gifts of the Spirit, 

compels and empowers us to be living signs of his healing mercy to the “least of these” – those most likely to suffer by 

the oppression or neglect of the powerful. It is our mandate as the baptized and our mission as Christ’s Church. 

 

To learn about and support our church’s ministry towards immigrant and refugee populations, visit: www.lirs.org  

 

To learn about and support the ELCA’s commitment to migrant children at our borders, visit: www.elca.org/ammparo  

 

Finally, to learn about our church’s ongoing engagement in social and political advocacy (and to join your faithful voice 

to their work) visit: www.elca.org/Our-Work/Publicly-Engaged-Church/Advocacy/Why-Advocacy  We also have a state

-level Lutheran Office of Public Policy, located at our synod office in Madison. Their website is www.loppw.org  

Grace and Peace, 

Pastor Peder 

http://www.lirs.org
http://www.elca.org/ammparo
http://www.elca.org/Our-Work/Publicly-Engaged-Church/Advocacy/Why-Advocacy
http://www.loppw.org
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ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 

 

Sunday Worship & Faith Formation 
9:00 a.m. 

 

Family Faith Night 
Wednesdays beginning at 5:30 p.m. 

Join 
Us! 


