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You may have noticed that Ash Wednesday falls on 
February 14 this year. It’s been a bit of a joke for 
Kirsten and me that for Valentine’s Day this year,  
I’ll smear some ashes on her face and remind her  
that she’s only dust. So romantic, right? It is an odd 
pairing. 
 

Then again, as somber as Ash Wednesday may be, it’s 
maybe not so strange to commemorate our annual call 
to repentance and costly discipleship on a day general-
ly reserved for celebrating love. It is love, after all, that 
calls us. 
 

Love marks us with a cross. Love declares God’s  
covenant and calls us to turn towards it (repentance 
meaning, literally, “to change direction”). It is love that 
reminds us of our mortality - and the precious oppor-
tunity to give our life for the sake of God’s redeeming 
work in the world.  
 

Historically, at least for many in the Western Church, 
Lent has been a season associated with joyless self-
denial, guilty confession, and heavy-handed meditation 
on Jesus’ crucifixion and death. It is indeed – and 
should be – a season of serious reflection in prepara-
tion for the holiest observance of our year together, 
but we must not forget that it is, has been, and ever 
will be rooted in love. 
 

The word itself, Lent, is derived from Old English and 
German words that mean “springtime” – a time of 
year, but also (at least in the Northern Hemisphere) a 
seasonal transition from death to life, darkness to light, 
cold to warmth. The earliest Christians who gave us our 
liturgy, our traditions, and seasons to tell God’s story 
associated this time of preparation and discipleship 
with nature’s time of waking and warming. For them, 
this season is deeply connected to the creative love of 
God speaking creation into being. 
 

The same love that gave light to the darkness, order to 
chaos, life and beauty to creation speaks to us when 
we receive the mark of the cross on our foreheads, 
drawn with ash and oil. It is that love which took flesh 
in Jesus, who lived to bless and heal a broken world. It 

is that love which now again is calling us to give our 
lives anew for God’s ongoing activity of blessing and 
healing the world around us.  
 

It is that love which reminds us of who we are:  
beloved and known children of God, marked forever 
by the cross of Jesus Christ, empowered by the Holy 
Spirit and emboldened by the hope of an empty 

tomb. 
 

We have some serious days ahead as a church in  
worship – and no doubt, as people living in this world. 
We will face difficult truths and consider the cost of 
being the body of Christ, following Jesus in the way of 
the cross. There will be solemn reflection and moments 
that feel more somber than joyful, but may we not for-
get that we are gathered by love, that we gather in 
love, and that we live as one for love. 
 

As strange as it may seem, Ash Wednesday and Lent 
really is a love story – one of God loving us, teaching us 
to love ourselves, and showing us how to love others. 
So, strange as it may seem, consider making our wor-
ship together part of your Valentine’s Day. You will be 
blessed. 
 

Grace and Peace, 
Pastor Peder 
 

Lenten Midweek Worship Opportunities 

Women’s Worship February 21, 6:45 

The women of the church will host a supper and lead a    
special worship service. All are invited and welcome. 

Lenten Evening Prayer 2/28,3/7, 14, 21, 6:45 

Using readings from the Easter Vigil, we will hear stories of 
God’s salvation and explore God’s saving love at work in our 
baptism and our baptismal life.  

SAVE THE DATES FOR HOLY WEEK 

Palm/Passion Sunday (9:00 AM) March 25 
Presentation of Mark’s Gospel (6:30 PM) March 28 
Maundy Thursday (7:00 PM) March 29 
Good Friday (7:00 PM) March 30 
Easter Vigil (7:00 PM) March 31 
Easter Sunday (8:30 AM) – breakfast to follow April 1 



Thank you to all those who  
sponsored special gifts during  
the month of January. 
 

Bulletins were given… 
Jan 28:  in honor of Paul Haraldson for his 93rd 
birthday, February 1; and in honor of Paul and 
Carole Haraldson’s great-grandson, Ivar Spring, for 
his 4th birthday, February 1. 
 

Communion Elements were given… 
Jan 21:  by Doug and Janice Knight in memory of 
Carrie Fowler. 
Jan 28:  in honor of Paul Haraldson for his 93rd 
birthday, February 1; and in honor of Paul and 
Carole Haraldson’s great-grandson, Ivar Spring, for 
his 4th birthday, February 1. 
 

Sanctuary lamp was given… 
Jan 28:  in honor of Paul Haraldson for his 93rd 
birthday, February 1; and in honor of Paul and 
Carole Haraldson’s great-grandson, Ivar Spring, for 
his 4th birthday, February 1. 

 
Why don’t we have sanctuary  

flowers during Lent? 
 

You may have noticed that the section 
to sign up for sanctuary flowers has an X through 
the last Sundays of February and through March. 
Lent begins on Ash Wednesday, February 14, and 
after that date, we will no longer use flowers on 
the altar in observance of this season of solemn 
and simple reflection. We hope the absence of 
flowers during Lent will intensify the resurrection 
message of the Easter flowers when they arrive on 
Easter Sunday, April 1st! 
 
If you would still like to honor or remember a 
loved one during these Lenten Sundays, you may 
sign up for bulletins, communion elements and  
sanctuary lamp. And, as always, we thank you for  
your donations. 
_________________________________________ 
 

Holy baptism of Wyatt Allen Schupbach 
was Sunday, January 14, 2018. Parents 
are Derrick and Courtney Schupbach; 
sponsors are Zac Baldwin and Danielle    

       Schupbach. 

 

If you need a ride to church or a 
church activity, contact one of our 
“Share-A-Ride” volunteers. 
 

Chairperson:  Jo Pinnow  897-4275 
Doug Bliss    897-4618 
Renata Olsen    558-4969 

If you would like to help out as a driver, 
please call Jo Pinnow at the number above. 

_________________________________________ 
 
 
 
 
We extend our sympathy...  
…to Paul and Carole Haraldson and the family of 
Pauline Haraldson Godfrey, who died December 
29, 2017; Pauline was the twin sister of Paul  
Haraldson. 
 

...to the family of Oneida Lindauer, who died  
January 3, 2018; Oneida was aunt and godmother 
to Glen Watrud. 
 

...and to former Interim Pastor of Bethlehem 
Church, Rev. Richard Thickpenny on the death of 
his wife, Ruth Thickpenny, on January 9, 2018.  
_________________________________________ 

 
Congratulations to Fred and Hailey 
Carvalho on the birth of their 
daughter, Quinn Mae, on January 2, 
2018. Juniper is thrilled and excited 

to be a big sister and congratulations also to proud 
grandma, Helen LaBorde. 
_________________________________________ 

 
Welcome New Members 

 
On Sunday, January 21, we welcomed the  
following new members to Bethlehem Church: 
 

Carl Hearing 
 

Steve & Samantha Pipkorn 
 

We celebrate all the blessings they will bring to 
Bethlehem Church and its ministries. 
 



 

 

 

 

 

Wednesdays 
We begin with a meal at 5:30 

 
In February: 
Feb 7:  Noah 
Feb 14: Ash Wednesday Kid’s Service 
  What is Lent? 
Feb 21: Holy Moly-Noah 
  The Rainbow Covenant-Genesis 6-9 
Feb 28: Star Promise—Genesis 15 
  (Dress warm tonight!) 
   

Faith    Family    Friends    Fun    Food 
___________________________________ 

 
Thank you to Bethlehem members for the  
beautiful poinsettia plant given to me this past 
Christmas—it is still so nice! Thanks to the 
H.O.M.E. Meal Team for the delicious meals deliv-
ered to me each month. And I would also like to 
thank Pastor Peder for his visits. It is all greatly  
appreciated.            −Dorothy Speth 
_________________________________________ 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Friday, February 2nd 
Meal at 6:00 p.m. 

Movie and popcorn after the meal. 
Last time we watched Moana. 

We will show a similar movie on the 2nd. 
 

We hope you will join us  
for this fun event! 

2017 LWR TOTALS FOR QUILTS/KITS 
 
The following countries received quilts and kits: 
Angola, Bosnia, Herzegovina, Burkina Faso,  
Djibouti, El Salvador, Georgia, Guatemala, Haiti, 
Honduras, India, Iraq, Jordan, Lebanon,  
Mauritania, Nicaragua, Niger, Peru, Serbia,  
South Sudan, Tanzania and Ukraine. 
 

Totals Sent: 
 Quilts   305,490 
 Blankets    14,220 
 School Kits  214,490 
 Personal Care Kits 153,560 
 Fabric Kits    12,710 
 Baby Care Kits    51,800 
 Soap (lbs.)    27,770 
 
A Season of Hope 
 

As we walk through the season of Lent together, 
we announce to the world that the Hope of Christ 
makes a new season possible. Help assemble  
Personal Care Kits for families in need around the 
world. Simple items can offer hope for families 
coping with war, poverty and disaster. 
 

Items included in Personal Care Kits: 
 light-weight bath towel 
 2 bars of soap 
 tooth brush 
 fingernail clippers 
 large-tooth comb 
 

A basket will be provided in the narthex for your 
donations. Thank you for your participation! 
_________________________________________ 
 

BOOK OF FAITH BIBLE STUDY 
 

We continue to meet each second and 
fourth Monday of the month at 7:00 p.m. 
We meet in member’s homes and locations 
will be announced in church prior to each 
study. We continue in the book of Genesis 
and find our discussions informative, lively 
and  interesting.  We would love for you to 
join us! For questions see Chris Dieckhoff. 



 

 

____________________________________ 

 
Direct Thrivent Choice Dollars

®  

by March 31st 
 

Eligible Thrivent Financial members who 
have available Choice Dollars

®
 have until 

March 31, 2018, to direct them. Don’t miss 
this opportunity to recommend that Thrivent 
Financial provide outreach funding to Bethle-
hem Lutheran Church.  
Go to Thrivent.com/thriventchoice to learn 
more. Or call 800-847-4836 and say 
“Thrivent Choice” after the prompt.  
____________________________________ 

 

Do You have the Missing Altar Guild Key? 
 

If you have the rotating Altar Guild key, 
please return it to the office at your earliest 

convenience. The key is to be returned to the 
office and not passed from one member to anoth-
er. This way we can keep track of it and reassign to 
the next Guild member who needs it. Thank you! 

 
 
 

FEBRUARY SNOW SHOVELING SCHEDULE 
 

 February 4 Jon Plast 
 February 11 Glen Watrud 
 February 18 Tegan Pinnow 
 February 25 Jon Plast 
 
If you would like to help out shoveling the  
entranceways on Sunday mornings before  
worship, please call the church office or see  
Glen Watrud. 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

LENTEN WORSHIP SCHEDULE 
 

Ash Wednesday Service 
February 14, 7:00pm 
Imposition of Ashes and Communion 
 
Wednesdays in Lent 
February 21, Women’s Service 
6:00 Meal followed by worship at 6:45 
 
The remainder of the Lenten worship services will be 
at 6:45. Join us for a meal before the service at 5:30 
with our Faith Night families. 
 
During the Lenten Season we will take a deeper look 
at the Scriptures used during the Easter Vigil service. 
Make worship a priority this Lent as we journey  
toward the joy of Easter Sunday.  

      Easter Flower Order Form—2018 
 

You are invited to help us decorate the chancel for  
Easter Sunday. You may either bring your own flowers 
the Saturday before Easter or purchase through the 
church from Ahrens’ Acres. Please complete the form 
and place in the offering plate or bring to the church 
office. If you are bringing your own, please indicate that 
on the form. Orders must be in by Sunday, March 11.  
 

Double Lily:     $25 
Hydrangeas:     $25 
Azaleas:     $25 
 
Single Lily:               $16 
Daisy Mums:     $16 
Hyacinths:     $16 
Daffodils     $16 
Cineraria      $16 
 
Name: ________________________________________ 
 

Plant Name: ____________________Price: __________ 
 
If in honor or memory, please indicate below. 
 

______________________________________________ 
 
______________________________________________ 
 
______________________________________________ 
 



Would you like to receive synod stories 
of our ministry together, timely news up-
dates and invitations to learning and min-
istry opportunities in synod? If you would 

like to receive What Matters and Walking Togeth-
er: Faith for Our Journey, please go to:  
http://bit.ly/SynodNews 
_________________________________________ 
 

Agrace to Offer Orientation for  
Prospective Volunteers in February  

 
In February, Agrace Hospice & Palliative Care will 
offer volunteer orientation for those interested in 
brightening the lives of hospice patients. Orienta-
tion will be held Wednesday, February 21, from 1 
p.m. to 5 p.m., at Agrace in Janesville. Before 
they attend orientation, prospective volunteers 
must complete an application and an interview 
process with Agrace’s Volunteer Services staff to 
identify the volunteer’s skills and interests. Call 
(608) 314-2922 for an application and to register 
for orientation. 
_________________________________________ 
 

TRAVEL TO THE LUTHERLANDS!  
 
The Luther sites are spruced up, the 500th  
anniversary celebrations are over, and all the  
tourists have gone home!  This may be the best 
time to see Wartburg Castle, Wittenberg and other 
key places associated with Martin Luther and the 
Reformation. 
 
Sept 16-27, 2018, West Dane Conference is  
proposing a tour to the Lutherlands, starting in 
Munich, taking in Rothenberg, then concluding 
with visits to Dresden, Leipzig & Berlin.  This trip 
will only take place if 25 people sign up by Feb. 5.  
If you are interested, please email Jeff Jacobs at: 
 
mailto: 
pastorjacobs@springdalelutheran.org (or call him) 
and he will send you a detailed itinerary, applica-
tion and further instructions.  
   
Cell: 608-577-4535, or at home, 608-848-1294. 
 

Community Clothes Closet is 
open every Saturday from 
10am—2pm. The Clothes    
Closet is located at the old Power and 
Light Building, 1108 11th St. All items at the Closet 
are free and is staffed by volunteers.  

Healthy Eating, Healthy Living—The Senior Nutri-
tion Program of Green Co. provides balanced  
nutrition to seniors. For a Dining Center reserva-
tion, contact Brodhead Senior Center: 897-4796. 
 

White Gift food pantry hours are from 10—11am 
on the 3rd Saturday of the month. The pantry is 
located behind the Senior Center. If you have a 
need, please contact Vickie Krattiger at 897-6466. 
_________________________________________ 

 
2018 Midwest Tour 

LUTHER COLLEGE  
SYMPHONY ORCHESTRA 

 
Saturday, February 3 

7:00 p.m. 
First Lutheran church 

612 North Randall Avenue 
Janesville WI 

 
Freewill offering, no charge for students 

_________________________________________ 
 

HEAL GRIEF AND EDUCATION GROUP 

 

HEAL Grief and education group offers sessions 
open to anyone 18 years and older who has expe-
rienced the death of someone special. 
 
The six-week series will begin on Wednesday 
mornings starting February 21, and continues to 
meet every Wednesday morning through March 
28th. They meet from 9am to 10:30am at the St. 
Camillus Center, 2101 6th  Street, Monroe. 
 
To register or obtain more information, please call 
Monroe Clinic Hospice office at 608-324-1230. Or 
register online at monroeclinic.org. There is no 
charge for HEAL grief Group and it is open to the 
public. 
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ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 

 

WORSHIP WITH US 
SUNDAY MORNINGS 

AT 9:00 
 
 
 
 

FAITH NIGHT 
WEDNESDAYS 

AT 5:30 

 
 
 
 

Ash Wednesday 
February 14—7:00 p.m. 

 

Wednesdays in Lent 
February 21 

Women’s Service—6:45 p.m. 
Meal at 6:00 p.m. 

 

Mid-week Wednesday Services 
at 6:45 with meal at 5:30 


