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We’re so accustomed to hearing the Bible’s “love chapter,” 1 Corinthians 13, at weddings and other  

occasions that we may not really hear its meaning anymore. It can help to listen to something familiar said  

in different words. What new understandings of love does this paraphrase from The Message Bible reveal  

to you? 
 

The Way of Love 
13 If I speak with human eloquence and angelic ecstasy but don’t have love, I’m nothing but the creaking of a 
rusty gate. 
 

2 If I speak God’s Word with power, revealing all his mysteries and making everything plain as day, and if I 
have faith that says to a mountain, “Jump,” and it jumps, but I don’t love, I’m nothing. 
 

3-7 If I give everything I own to the poor and even go to the stake to be burned as a martyr, but I don’t love, 
I’ve gotten nowhere. So, no matter what I say, what I believe, and what I do, I’m bankrupt without love. 
 

 Love never gives up. 
 Love cares more for others than for self. 
 Love doesn’t want what it doesn’t have. 
 Love doesn’t strut, 
 Doesn’t have a swelled head, 
 Doesn’t force itself on others, 
 Isn’t always “me first,” 
 Doesn’t fly off the handle, 
 Doesn’t keep score of the sins of others, 
 Doesn’t revel when others grovel, 
 Takes pleasure in the flowering of truth, 
 Puts up with anything, 
 Trusts God always, 
 Always looks for the best, 
 Never looks back, 
 But keeps going to the end.  
 
8-10 Love never dies. Inspired speech will be over some day; praying in tongues will end; understanding will 
reach its limit. We know only a portion of the truth, and what we say about God is always incomplete. But 
when the Complete arrives, our incompletes will be canceled. 
 

11 When I was an infant at my mother’s breast, I gurgled and cooed like any infant. When I grew up, I left 
those infant ways for good. 
 

12 We don’t yet see things clearly. We’re squinting in a fog, peering through a mist. But it won’t be long before 
the weather clears and the sun shines bright! We’ll see it all then, see it all as clearly as God sees us, knowing 
him directly just as he knows us! 
 

13 But for right now, until that completeness, we have three things to do to lead us toward that consummation: 
Trust steadily in God, hope unswervingly, love extravagantly. And the best of the three is love.  
 

The Message (MSG) Copyright © 1993, 2002, 2018 by Eugene H. Peterson 



 
Thank you to all those who  
sponsored special gifts during  
the month of January: 
 

 
Communion Elements were given… 
Jan 26: by Doug and Janice Knight in memory of 
Carrie Fowler. 
_________________________________________ 
 

Annual Congregational Meeting 
Sunday, February 2, 2020 

Following 9:00 a.m. worship 
___________________________________ 

 

Wednesdays, 5:30—7:00 
Each night begins with a meal 
that is served from 5:30 to 6:00. 
All are welcome!! Lessons are 
6:00 to 7:00.  

Lent begins on Wednesday, February 26. During 
Lent, Faith Night will end at 6:45. 

 

February 5—Skit – God Loves Everyone/Family Time/
Engaging Scripture/Game 

February 12—Storytime – United States/Craft/Game 

February 19— Simulation Station (Banana Surgery) 

February 26—Ash Wednesday Children’s Service (Faith Night 
ends at 6:45/Lent Service begins at 7:00) 

We hope you will join us and be part of the fun! 
_________________________________________ 

 
Calling all Choir Members  

or those who just love to sing! 
 

We would like to get a group together to sing on 
Easter Sunday. It wouldn’t be an extra evening 
commitment as we would practice a couple of 
Sunday mornings following worship. If you would 
be interested in being part of the “Easter Choir” 
please see Helen LaBorde. 
_________________________________________ 

 

Begin your Lenten journey with Ash 
Wednesday worship on Wednesday, 
February 26, at 7:00 p.m. for Imposition 

of Ashes and Holy Communion. 

EXPRESSIONS OF GRATITUDE 
 

Thank you for the beautiful poinsettia. Your 
thoughtfulness is appreciated.  —Joann Anderson 

† 
 

Bethlehem Lutheran Church Members, 
 

Thank you to Sarah Circle for the generous cash 
gift given to me this  Christmas. I really appreciate 
your thoughtfulness. Blessings to all in the New 
Year.  —Pam Kessler 

† 
 

Thank you for the beautiful poinsettia plant. We 
have really enjoyed it this holiday season. 

—Pam Kessler 
† 
 

Pleasant View Skilled Nursing & Rehab—Please 
accept our thanks for your gift to Pleasant View 
Nursing Home during this holiday season. Your  
interest is a continuing source of support to our 
staff and people we serve. We are grateful for your 
kindness and thoughtfulness in helping us to help 
those in need. Sincerely, Pleasant View Skilled 
Nursing and Rehab (Note: a cash donation was 
sent this year in lieu of the Christmas Gifts usually 
purchased for Pleasant View residents.) It was very 
much appreciated.    —Cincy Miller 
 

† 
Thank you all so much for the meals, treats, poin-
settia and prayers. You are truly a family of friends. 

Brenda & Don Wahl 
 

† 
Dear Bethlehem Lutheran Church, 
 

Thank you for your generous gift of $50.00 to 
Evangelical Lutheran Church in America (ELCA) 
ministries through ELCA Good Gifts. 
 

Thank you for your leadership in the vital minis-
tries that we do together—and for your very good 
gift! 
 

In God’s abundant grace, 
Rachel Wind 
Executive for Development 



Stay Connected To Synod Happenings, 
News, & Events!  

Grow in your faith and leadership!  Stay con-
nected to exciting events and stories of our 

faith in action in our synod!  To sign up for synod news, 
please email Assistant to the Bishop for Media, Com-
munications & Leadership Development, Deacon Vicki 
Hanrahan at vickih@scsw-elca.org to be added to 
“What Matters.”   

_________________________________________ 
 

PENNIES FOR A PURPOSE 
We continue to collect donations of your 
spare pennies to help women in the 

Brodhead community. A container is in the narthex 
for your donations. Thank you for sharing! 
_________________________________________ 
 

Agrace Offers “Bridges Support Group”  
in Janesville  

 
Bridges Grief Support Group for grieving adults 
meets every other Tuesday at Agrace, 2901 N. 
Wright Road, Janesville. In February, meetings are 
February 4 and 18, from 9 a.m. to 10:30 a.m. No 
advance registration is needed, and participants 
may attend as often as they feel the need for sup-
port. Call (608) 327-7118 with quetions. 
_________________________________________ 
 

Agrace Seeks Volunteers in Rock County  
 

Agrace is seeking volunteers to visit local hospice 
patients or help at its Janesville thrift store. Volun-
teer orientation is February 12, from 5 p.m. to 7 
p.m., at Agrace in Janesville. Before volunteers 
attend orientation, they will complete an applica-
tion and interview about their skills and interests. 
Call (608) 314-2922 or visit agrace.org/volunteer 
to complete an application. 
_________________________________________ 
 

SELFCARE YOGA CLASS 
Albany Methodist Church 

500 South Park Street 
February 10—6:00 p.m. 

Hosted by Green County Sexual Assault Recovery 
Program. Participants encouraged to bring a yoga 
mat or beach towel. This is free to the public. 
 

Community Clothes Closet is 
open every Saturday from 
10am—2pm. The Clothes    
Closet is located at the old Power and 
Light Building, 1108 11th St. All items at the Closet 
are free and is staffed by volunteers.  
 

Healthy Eating, Healthy Living—The Senior Nutri-
tion Program of Green Co. provides balanced  
nutrition to seniors. For a Dining Center reserva-
tion, contact Brodhead Senior Center: 897-4796. 
 

White Gift food pantry hours are from 10—11am 
on the 3rd Saturday of the month. The pantry is 
located behind the Senior Center. If you have a 
need, please contact Vickie Krattiger at 897-6466. 
_____________________________________________ 
 

USDA Rural Development 
Financing Availability 

 
Does your home need a new furnace or roof? Does 
your home need accessibility accommodations? 
Are you tired of renting? Do you want to own your 
home? 
 
If you answered yes to any of these questions, 
USDA Rural Development may be able to help.  
Rural Development has funding available to  
purchase and repair homes in eligible rural com-
munities. Interest rates range between 1—3%. 
Grants for repairs may be available to income  
eligible households over the age of 62. For more 
information, contact USDA Rural Development at: 
608-935-2791, ext. 4. Additional information is 
also available at www.rd.usda.gov/wi. 
USDA Rural Development is an equal opportunity 
provider, lender and employer. 
 
Applications for home repairs or home loans are on 
the table in the narthex. 
_________________________________________ 
 

 
“To call yourself a child of God is one thing. To be 
called a child of God by those who watch your life 

is another thing altogether.” 
—Max Lucado 

mailto:vickih@scsw-elca.org
http://www.agrace.org/volunteer


Bethlehem Lutheran Church 
405 E 9th Avenue 
Brodhead WI 53520 
Phone:  608-897-2341 
Email:   office@bethlehembrodhead.org 
              pastor@bethlehembrodhead.org 
Web: www.bethlehembrodhead.org 

 

www.facebook.com/blcbrodhead 
 
@blcbrodhead 

 
Worship:  Sundays at 9:00 a.m. 
Family Faith Night: Wednesdays at 5:30 p.m. 
                                  September through April 
Office Hours: Monday—Thursday 8am—1pm 

 

 

 

February 2020 
 
 

 

 

 

 

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 

 

Bethlehem Lutheran Church welcomes everyone because Jesus         
welcomes everyone, and loves them unconditionally. Liberated by the 
good news that nourishes us through scripture and at the communion 
table, we are free to extend God’s radical welcome to all people. You are 
welcome here, whatever your age, ability, social and economic class, 
race, culture, language, sexual orientation, gender identity, gender 
expression, or whatever other distinctions make you who you are. We 
embrace you as a whole person, wonderfully and beautifully made by 
God. We embrace your questions, your complexities, and your gifts. 
Gathered and sustained by God’s love, we will strive to live as a        
reconciling people, in our life together and in our witness to the world. 

Worship with us 

Sundays at 9:00 a.m. 

All are welcome! 

Ash Wednesday Worship 
February 26, 2020 

7:00 p.m. 
(Faith Night ends at 6:45) 


