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I find that this time after Epiphany is one of the more 

exciting periods in the liturgical year. This is when we 

explore the stories of Jesus beginning his ministry: 

announcing the good news that the Reign of God  

is near, calling disciples, bringing healing to the sick, 

blessing to the poor, and restoring wholeness to  

broken people, broken relationships, and broken  

communities. 
 

Too often, the Christian witness of Jesus focusses en-

tirely on his incarnation (God becoming human through 

Jesus’ birth) and his passion (suffering upon the cross 

and rising from the dead), jumping over the whole life 

he lived in between. Have you noticed that even our 

creeds do this? “[He] was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, died, and…rose again.” (Apostle’s 

Creed) That’s it. No mention of what transpired in the 

comma between “Mary” and “suffered.”  
 

This time after Epiphany reminds us of what happens in 

the comma, and I think it is imperative that we, the body 

of Christ, embrace that witness of Jesus with just as 

much enthusiasm as we do his birth, death, and resur-

rection. 
 

It is in this comma that most of the gospel story takes 

place. It is in this comma where disciples are called and 

taught. It is in this comma where salvation happens. 
 

Most Christians probably consider salvation to mean 

that our souls are saved and that we are guaranteed an 

afterlife in heaven (thanks to the incarnation, death and 

resurrection of Jesus)…as though salvation is some-

thing that we experience after we die. But if the gospels 

are to be believed, we must recognize that salvation is 

happening wherever Jesus is showing up with love 

and good news. 
 

“Your faith has saved you,” Jesus says to the people 

who are healed by his grace. “Salvation has come to 

this household,” Jesus says to the outcast and the sinner 

who welcome him and his friendship. In story after sto-

ry throughout the gospels’ witness, Jesus is giving new 

life to the people around him. Salvation for them isn’t 

just a promise to hold onto while they suffer through 

the rest of their life, but a new and present reality of 

being seen and known, loved, blessed, and healed by 

the grace of God. By their experience with Jesus, their 

lives are transformed, even if/when their life’s circum-

stances are not.  
 

For me, this gospel truth is even more amazing than 

the assurance that we will live again in the new crea-

tion.  
 

First of all, it is the promise that salvation comes to us 

here and now when Christ is in our midst: in the hearing 

of God’s Word, at the baptismal font, at Christ’s table, 

and in the presence of one another when we gather as 

Christ’s Church. We needn’t wait for some far-off,  

distant future beyond our own grave to rejoice in the 

newness of a life redeemed by God’s grace. That life is 

offered here and now. We are seen and known, loved, 

blessed, and healed by a saving grace that will never 

leave us.  
 

Second is the promise that when we, the body of Christ 

today, show up in the world, proclaiming this good 

news of Jesus with our words and our deeds, salvation 

happens for others. When we love with the heart of 

Christ, when we look upon another through the eyes  

of Christ, and when we speak of God’s hope for all  

humanity to find belonging in a beloved community of 

justice and joy, there is a real possibility that lives will 

be transformed. 
 

We know there are people in our midst who long to 

hear such words spoken for them. We know there are 

people in our midst who walk through life feeling invis-

ible and unloved. We know there are people in our 

midst who hear again and again that they are worth less 

and desired less than others. And we know by the life 

and ministry of Jesus, that God’s reign of mercy, God’s 

grace, and that blessed promise of salvation is explicitly 

for them. 
 

This time after Epiphany serves to fill us again with the 

joy of Jesus’ life in this world, and to call us again for 

the holy purpose of sharing it with all.  
 

May you each be so blessed by Christ’s saving love 

right here and now, and may we as the body of Christ 

be so bold as to share this good news for the sake of all. 
 

Grace and Peace, 

Pastor Peder 



Thank you to all those who  
sponsored special gifts during  
the month of January. 
 

 

Communion elements were given… 
January 20: by Doug and Janice Knight in memory 
of Carrie Fowler. 
 

→Please note: Beginning January 2019, there was 
a change in the price for sanctuary flowers from 
$35 to $40, which will provide for both vases from 
1st Center Florist. Of course, you may still bring 
your own flowers or plants from the florist of your 
choice. Please indicate that on the signup sheet. 
_________________________________________ 

 

Due to privacy laws, the church 
office is not informed of hospi-
talizations unless you grant  

permission for the medical facility to notify us. If 
you would like a visit or prayer, please let us know 
when you will be going into the hospital or have a 
family member notify us. Also, if you have dropped 
your land line or changed your phone number or 
email address, please let us know.  
_________________________________________ 
 

Faith Night is Wednesdays  
beginning at 5:30 with a  
family meal; afterwards we break 
for a time of learning, crafting 
and lots of fun. This is what 
we’ve got planned for February! 
 

 

February 6—Judging Others—Luke 6:37-42 
Work on “Our Easter Story” Video 
February 13—Jesus is the Good Shepherd/23rd Psalm 
Work on “Our Easter Story” Video 
February 20—Mary and Martha 
Work on “Our Easter Story” Video 
February 27—Zacchaeus 
Work on “Our Easter Story” Video 

_________________________________________ 
 
 
 
 

Dorothy Speth 
January 12, 2019 

The funeral was January 16, 2019 at Bethlehem 
Church. 
 

If you need a ride to church or a 
church activity, contact one of our  
“Share-A-Ride” volunteers. 

 

Doug Bliss    897-4618 
Renata Olsen    558-4969 
_________________________________________ 

 
Expressions of Gratitude 

 
Thank you so much for the beautiful poinsettia. It 
really brightened my room at Wood’s Crossing! 
With the help of all your prayers, I’m slowly regain-
ing my strength. Best wishes to each of you for a 
happy and healthy 2019.  

Regards, Evie Schwartzlow 
 
Thank you for the beautiful plant. I miss you. 

Nancy Blumer  
Community Friend & Former Quilter 

 

_________________________________________ 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 Contact Carole Haraldson  
if you are interested in going  
to the Monroe Conference Women’s Spring Gath-
ering on April 13th. 
 

 South-Central Synod report on quilts and kits 
for Lutheran World Relief (LWR) - We almost 
ran out of space in the two boxcars on that Oc-
tober Saturday morning in Madison when 
churches all over south-central WI delivered 
their  precious gifts for LWR! It was a glorious 
testimony to the generosity of hundreds and 
hundreds of women and men (mostly women!) 
who, every year, demonstrate their love and 
concern for less fortunate families abroad.                  

 

 Though the quilt total was down 68 from last  
 year (9,055 to 8,987) the kit count was almost  
 500 greater than in 2017 (8,933 to 9,424)!  
 Congratulations to all the congregations that 
 put skill, time and dollars into achieving those 
 numbers. You realized the need was great and 
 you responded. Thank you.  

 



Bethlehem Lutheran Church WELCA – January 14, 2019 

The Jan. 14, 2019 meeting of BLC WELCA was called to order at 6:30pm by Janice with 7 members present.  Janice led 

devotions from Isaiah 43 

The Secretary’s and Treasurer’s reports were given and approved.  We currently have $3724.74 in checking and 

$1274.34 in the Savings account.   Deposits since the October 8th meeting included $765.00 from Butterbraid sale and 

multiple funeral luncheons.   

Old Business: 

1.    Pennies for a Purpose:  Kirsten sent a report in that detailed the last 2 collections.   

April 2018:  $356 was collected in donations from the Women’s Service, jar and coffee hours.  This money went 

towards: 44 bars of soap, 20 deodorants, 20 shampoos, 20 conditioners, 32 body washes, 12 toothbrushes, 18 

toothpastes, 12 hair brushes, 6 boxes of tampons and 4 boxes of pads. 

September 2018: $165 was collected from the jar and coffee hours.  The money went towards: 40 boxes of tam-

pons and pads, 24 sets of shampoo and conditioner and 12 pairs of pants.   

2.    Butterbraid update:  The group made $765.00 on the sale.  It was approved at the last meeting that at least half of 

the profits would go towards replacing Alter Guild worn items.  Carole had spoke to Pastor and he felt that we 

should try to get away from the Chrome items and go more towards pottery.  With this in mind, Carole had men-

tioned that she had already purchased 2 more linens for the alter and that it would be nice to make some of the 

old paraments into banners since we don’t use them anymore.  We brainstormed who we knew in the area that 

could sew these kinds of items.  Carole will contact Yvonne about sewing the banners and everyone was in agree-

ment that the money would be well used with either reimbursing the church for the linens and / or creating the 

banners from the paraments.   

3.    Thank Offering Update:  $334.33 was collected and sent to the Women’s services of the ELCA. 

4.    Vice President:  with no one in attendance willing to step up, Janice will continue to keep looking for someone.   

New Business: 

1.    Women’s Service will be held March 13th.  Kirsten has volunteered to chair the event and will get more information 

to everyone as the day gets closer.   

2.    Salad Luncheon:  Janice will try to find someone to chair the event.  A tentative date of Thursday, June 13th was set.  

Discussion of how the previous events have been run, entertainment ideas etc. was held.  This was tabled for the 

future chair to decide and to discuss at our April meeting.   

3.    Skaalen Quilt Auction:  The auction is set for April 6th.  They usually have about 21 baskets there to auction with 

Carole usually bringing 2.   Judy made a motion that WELCA give up to $80 to Carole to put one of the baskets to-

gether from the women’s group.  Viv seconded the motion and the motion passed.  It was also mentioned that 

Bethlehem was the church of the month for Skaalen in April.    There are all kinds of things you can do with them, 

so Carole will put out a list to signup for activities as the date gets closer. 

4.    Covered Bridge Days: Christy agreed to chair the event with a menu change.  This will be discussed more later.   

5.    Next meeting:  The April meeting was set for April 8th. 

6.    Future events:   

Women of the ELCA January Sharing Event: Jan. 19, 2019, 1:00-2:30 at Dekorra Lutheran, Poynette, WI.   

Monroe Conference Spring Gathering:  April 13, 2019 at Primrose Lutheran Church, Belleville, WI.  Carole 

would like to attend and will arrange for others to go.  Nancy and Viv were also interested.   

7.    It was noted that Helen had mentioned the group participating in some of the events in the church.  This was ta-

bled until Helen could come and present herself to get a clearer idea of what she was thinking. 

 

The meeting was closed with the Lord’s Prayer at 7:30pm   

 



Stay Connected To Synod Happenings, 
News, & Events!  

Grow in your faith and leadership!  Stay con-
nected to exciting events and stories of our 

faith in action in our synod!  To sign up for synod news, 
please email Assistant to the Bishop for Media, Com-
munications & Leadership Development, Deacon Vicki 
Hanrahan at vickih@scsw-elca.org to be added to 
“What Matters.”   

_________________________________________ 
 

PENNIES FOR A PURPOSE 
We continue to collect donations of your 
spare pennies to help women in the 

Brodhead community. A container is in the narthex 
for your donations. Thank you for sharing! 
_________________________________________ 

 
AGRACE SEEKS VOLUNTEERS IN ROCK COUNTY  

 

Agrace Hospice & Palliative Care is seeking new 
volunteers across Rock County to make compan-
ionship visits to local hospice patients in patients’ 
homes, or in nursing homes or assisted living cen-
ters. Volunteers can also support Agrace by 
greeting visitors at the Agrace Center for Hospice 
& Palliative Care or assisting shoppers at the 
Agrace Thrift Store in Janesville. Schedules are  
flexible, and free training is provided.  

 

Agrace is holding orientation for new volunteers 
on Tuesday, February 19, 5 p.m. to 9 p.m. at the 
Agrace Center for Hospice & Palliative Care in    
Janesville. Before attending orientation, volunteers 
will complete an application and interview. Call 
(608) 314-2922 to register. 

_________________________________________ 
 
Are You Interested in Volunteering at YOUR Synod 
Office? It's easy and fun and you can sign-up  below. If 
you have questions please call Robyn Zimmerman at 
the synod office, 608.270-0201.   
 

http://signup.com/go/urPBwwv                                 
General Office Volunteer Work 
 

Your synod staff would love the chance to get to know 
you and this a fun way to do just that. You choose the 

hours you are able to help.  

 

Community Clothes Closet is 
open every Saturday from 
10am—2pm. The Clothes    
Closet is located at the old Power and 
Light Building, 1108 11th St. All items at the Closet 
are free and is staffed by volunteers.  

Healthy Eating, Healthy Living—The Senior Nutri-
tion Program of Green Co. provides balanced  
nutrition to seniors. For a Dining Center reserva-
tion, contact Brodhead Senior Center: 897-4796. 
 

White Gift food pantry hours are from 10—11am 
on the 3rd Saturday of the month. The pantry is 
located behind the Senior Center. If you have a 
need, please contact Vickie Krattiger at 897-6466. 
_________________________________________ 
 

NORDIC CHOIR 
of LUTHER COLLEGE 

2019 Great Lakes Tour 
 

Thursday, February 7 @ 7:00 p.m. 
First Lutheran Church 

612 N Randall Ave 
Janesville WI 

 
Tickets:  $15 

Students/Seniors:  $10 
Available online at: tickets.luther.edu 

or at the door 
 

_________________________________________ 
 

WIOTA LUTHERAN CHURCH 
NORWEGIAN DINNER 

February 10, 2019 
11:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. 

 

$13 
$5 for children 6—12 

Free for children under 5 
 

Enjoy meatballs, ham and many sides. Norwegian 
treat for dessert. Lefse available to purchase. 
 

Wiota Lutheran Church is located at 6682 Hwy 78N 
in South Wayne WI. See poster on narthex bulletin 
board for more details. 

mailto:vickih@scsw-elca.org
http://signup.com/go/urPBwwv
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Office Hours: Monday—Thursday 8am—1pm 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 

Worship with us 
Sundays—9:00 am 


