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CHRISTMAS MESSAGE FROM BISHOP MARY FROILAND 
 

In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. He 
was in the beginning with God. All things came into being through him, and without him not 
one thing came into being. What has come into being in him was life, and the life was the 
light of all people. The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness did not overcome it. 
(John 1:1-5) 
 
Here in the Northern Hemisphere, Advent falls as we approach the longest night, the darkest time of the 
year. It is a fitting time to rest in the hope and the promise of the arrival of the Light of the World. 
 
The world does not seem too bright today, Berlin, Cairo, Aleppo, Syria, Turkey, Divisions at home, Conflicts 
around the world. Two years ago I discovered the following poem by Jan Richardson. I have turned to it of-
ten since then. Today I offer it to you who rest with me in the hope and promise of the Light of the World. 
 
God’s peace in your hearts, your homes, and our world. 

 
 

Blessing When the World is Ending 

Look, the world 
is always ending 
somewhere. 
 
Somewhere 
the sun has come 
crashing down. 
 
Somewhere  
it has gone 
completely dark. 
 
Somewhere it has ended 
with the gun, 
the knife, 
the fist. 
 
Somewhere 
it has ended  
with the slammed door, 
the shattered hope. 
 
Somewhere 
it has ended 
with the utter quiet 

that follows the news 
from the phone, 
the television, 
the hospital room. 
 
Somewhere  
it has ended 
with a tenderness 
that will break 
your heart. 
 
But, listen, 
this blessing means 
to be anything 
but morose. 
 
It has not come 
to cause despair. 
 
It is simply here 
because there is nothing 
a blessing 
is better suited for  
than an ending, 
nothing that cries out more  

for a blessing 
than when a world 
is falling apart. 
 
This blessing 
will not fix you, 
will not give you 
false comfort; 
it will not talk to you 
about one door opening 
when another one closes. 
 
It will simply 
sit itself beside you 
among the shards 
and gently turn your face 
toward the direction 
from which the light 
will come, 
gathering itself 
about you 
as the world begins 
again. 
 

−Jan Richardson 



 

Thank you to all those who  
sponsored special gifts during  
the month of December. 
 

No bulletins, communion elements, sanctuary 
lamp or flowers were sponsored for the month of 
December. Thank you to all those who  donated 
toward the purchase of poinsettias and decora-
tions for the sanctuary for the Christmas Eve  
services. 
_______________________________________ 
 

 
 
 
 
The sympathy of the congregation is extended to 
the family and friends of: 
 

Robert Frie, Sr. 
December 10, 2016 

 
Amy Woollums 

Amy died on December 24, 2016. The funeral was 
December 30, 2016 at Bethlehem Church. 
_________________________________________ 
 
If you would like a visit or prayer, please let us 
know when you will be going into a medical facili-
ty, or please have a family member notify us. Due 
to privacy laws, the hospitals/nursing homes do 
not notify us. 
 
If you have changed your address, phone number 
or email address, please let us know so we can 
keep our records up to date. Thank you for helping 
to keep us informed! 
_________________________________________ 

 

Annual Congregational 
Meeting 

Sunday, February 5 

Following 9:00 a.m. worship 
 

(annual report books will be available January 22) 

 
 

 
If you need a ride to church or a 
church activity, contact one of our 
“Share-A-Ride” volunteers. 

 

Chairperson:  Jo Pinnow  897-4275 
Doug Bliss    897-4618 
Renata Olsen    558-4969 
Dan Fisher    897-8304 
 

If you would like to help out as a driver, 
please call Jo Pinnow at the number above. 

_________________________________________ 
 

EXPRESSIONS OF APPRECIATION 
 

Skaalen Nursing & Rehabilitation Center grateful-
ly acknowledges your gift of $300.00. Thank you 
for this gift that will help us care for all who reside 
here for years to come. 

—Kris Krentz, President/CEO 
 

Thank you for your end of year Christmas gift of 
$300.00. Your support helps us in our efforts to 
end the year in the black and start off the New 
Year strong. —Jeffrey Bluhm, Executive Director 
 

Thank you for the support to the Brodhead White 
Gift Food Pantry. We packed 75 boxes this Christ-
mas Season. Also, thank you for the use of the 
building.    —The Brodhead White Gift Food Pantry 
 
With love to my church family and happy holi-
days! Wishing you good health through the coming 
year. I love the card with all the names on it and 
the plant is beautiful. Thank you, Mavis Coomer 
_________________________________________ 
 

Annual Reports are due by January 8, 2017  
from the following: 

H.O.M.E.  Youth 
Treasurer  Financial Secretaries 
Faith Night  Sunday Faith Formation 
Property  Share-A-Ride 
Prayer Chain  Nominating Committee 
Social Team  Altar Guild 
Prayer Chain  Family Promise 
Skaalen Liaison WELCA 
VBS   Friends of the Earth 
Council President Book of Faith 
Worship & Music Ministry to Homebound 



Christian Education  
in January 

 
Sunday Faith Formation   
Faith Formation on Sunday morning resumes  
January 8, during the 9:00 a.m. worship hour. A 
separate lesson time for children is offered. Chil-
dren will start worship in the sanctuary, then move 
to an area to hear a children’s version of that  
Sunday’s lesson and afterwards return to the sanc-
tuary for the sharing of the peace, communion and 
ending songs.  
Adult Bible Class is held immediately following the 
worship hour. Get a cup of coffee and join the 
group discussion in the Fellowship Hall. No class on 
January 1. 

Faith Night at Bethlehem Lutheran resumes on 
Wednesday, January 4, from 5:30 – 7:00. The 
evening will start with a meal at 5:30; parents are 
encouraged to join their children. At 6:00 everyone 
can join the rotating small group sessions. We con-
clude in the sanctuary with a quick ending to our 
evening. Please join us!  
Confirmation Class will also be on Wednesday 
evenings at 6:15 p.m.  
No Confirmation on January 11 or 18. 
Book of Faith Bible Study group resumes on  
Monday, January 9th. Location will be announced. 
_________________________________________ 

 

ATTENTION QUILTING GROUP  

Quilters resume their regular schedule  
in January, meeting on the second and fourth 
Tuesdays of the month at 9:00 a.m. The next  
meeting is on Tuesday, January 10.  
 
And remember—for anyone interested in joining 
the group—if you can tie a knot, you can help—
and we really need more helpers.  
 
Also, if anyone has thin blankets or sheets they 
would like to donate, we can always use them and 
also fabric for the quilt tops. 
 
(Quilts made are sent to Lutheran World Relief and 
some are donated locally as may be needed.) 

 

We need people who are will-
ing to help out on the Altar 
Guild. Some of our guild mem-
bers, who have served for many 
years, are stepping down. That 
means we need some people to 
“step up” to fill in those empty 
spots. We would love to have 
enough helpers so guild mem-
bers won’t have to serve more 
than one month out of the year. 
Altar guild members help set up for communion 
and clean up after communion. They change the 
paraments and keep pews in order. If you would 
like more information about serving on the Altar 
Guild, please speak with Carole Haraldson. Your 
help would be greatly appreciated and it is a  
rewarding way to serve Bethlehem Church. 
_________________________________________ 
 

 
THANK YOU FOR  
YOUR PATIENCE! 

 
We have a bit of a conundrum 
with the offering envelopes and 

are trying to get it all worked out. Most of you 
have been issued your 2017 envelopes, but those 
whose last name begins with the last letters of the 
alphabet may not have, and for this, we apologize.  
 
We are going to a new way of recording giving in 
2017, which will probably be by name rather than 
number. So if you have yet to receive your enve-
lopes, please place your offering in an envelope 
with your name on it and it will still get credited to 
your giving statement. If your giving is itemized, 
eg. benevolence, renovation, etc. please include 
that information as well. 
_________________________________________ 

 
 
 

 
 
During this season of winter, Jesus, help each of  
us feel the warmth of your love and share it with  
others. 



Would you like to receive synod stories 
of our ministry together, timely news up-
dates and invitations to learning and min-
istry opportunities in synod? If you would 

like to receive What Matters and Walking Togeth-
er: Faith for Our Journey, please go to:  
http://bit.ly/SynodNews 
_________________________________________ 
 

Delivery of La Voz dé Beloit 
 

La Voz dé Beloit is a monthly Spanish language 
newsletter for Rock County, organized and distrib-
uted by Parroquia San José—a Lutheran/
Presbyterian ministry in Beloit and a ministry part-
ner of Bethlehem Church. By helping to deliver this 
paper to Beloit it saves San José $60 per month in 
deliver fees. We need helpers to pick up the paper 
from the Brodhead print shop by 1:00pm the  
Friday before the first weekend of each month. 
Signup sheet and directions are on the table in  
the foyer. 
_________________________________________ 
 

Worship Opportunity with San José 
 

We have the opportunity to attend worship at  
Parroquia San José in Beloit, delivering a greeting 
of support and message of solidarity on behalf of 
our congregation, on Sunday, January 8, at 11:45 
a.m. This is the first Sunday of Epiphany, celebrat-
ed in Latin American cultures as Día de Reyes, or 
“Kings’ Day.” Let Pastor Peder or Chris Dieckhoff 
know if you are interested in participating. 
_________________________________________ 
 

 
LUTHER COLLEGE NORDIC CHOIR CONCERT 

 
Saturday, January 21, 2017 

7:00 p.m. 
St. Luke’s Lutheran Church 

7337 Hubbard Avenue 
Middleton WI 

 
$20 for adults, $15 for seniors, and $5 for students 

Tickets available at tickets.luther.edu  
and at the door 

 

Community Clothes Closet is 
open every Saturday from 
10am—2pm. The Clothes  
Closet is located at the old Power and 
Light Building, 1108 11th St. All items at the Closet 
are free and is staffed by volunteers. 
 
Healthy Eating, Healthy Living—The Senior Nutri-
tion Program of Green Co. provides balanced nutri-
tion to seniors. For a Dining Center reservation, 
contact Brodhead Senior Center: 897-4796. 
 
White Gift food pantry hours are from 10—11am 
on the 3rd Saturday of the month. The pantry is 
located behind the Senior Center. If you have a 
need, please contact Vickie Krattiger at 897-4132. 
_________________________________________ 
 

Agrace to Offer Orientation for New Volunteers 
 

In January, Agrace will offer volunteer orientation 
for those interested in making a difference in the 
lives of others. Orientations will be held January 
18, from 5 p.m. to 9 p.m., at the Agrace Center for 
Hospice & Palliative Care, 2901 N. Wright Road, 
Janesville. Before they attend orientation, prospec-
tive volunteers will complete an application and an 
interview process with Agrace’s Volunteer Services 
staff to identify the volunteer’s skills and interests. 
Call (608) 314-2922 to register for orient 
tion. 

_________________________________________ 
 

Agrace to Begin ‘Journey Through Grief’  
Support Series in January  

 
In January, Agrace will begin “Journey Through 
Grief,” a six-week support group for adults who 
are grieving a death. The group is open to the pub-
lic and provided without charge. It will be held Jan-
uary 10 through February 14 (Tuesdays) from 10 
a.m. to noon, at Agrace, 2901 N. Wright Road, Ja-
nesville. Contact Laura at (608) 314-2924 or Fran 
at (608) 314-2919 to register, or visit agrace.org/
griefgroups. 

 

For details on all Agrace grief support groups, visit 
agrace.org. 

 



 

Dear Women of Bethlehem Lutheran Church, 
 
The women of Sarah Circle would like to resur-
rect the Women of the ELCA (WELCA)  organiza-
tion in our congregation. WELCA represents the 
Women of the Evangelical  Lutheran Church in 
America. Each congregation in the ELCA may choose to maintain its own group of 
WELCA, which is made up of the women of each participating congregation. 
 
WELCA at Bethlehem has previously met quarterly or twice a year as relational women 
– mothers, daughters, sisters, best friends and new friends – to talk about our faith, our 
doubts, challenges, joys, and whatever inspires us. 
 
We share our thoughts and talents about what is going on in our own congregation.  
We share our faith by helping in the ministries of our church, such as the altar guild, 
quilt makers group, children’s programs, collecting pennies for helping women and  
children all over the world, funeral luncheons, organizing a thank offering, bringing 
awareness to our church family of those in need not only in our congregation, but to 
those around us.  We strive to take notice of our building, to help keep things in repair 
and provide the means for a pleasant and inviting atmosphere. 
 
ALL of the Bethlehem women members are automatically a part of WELCA. 
 
In the past few years, our women have stopped coming to the WELCA meetings for a 
number of reasons.  The organization in our church has become idle, but we still have 
money in our account to continue with the group and the services we provide.  We feel 
it is time to come together again, and as a group of caring women, show our concern in 
uniting with others to keep our faith strong and to help grow and maintain a healthy 
congregation. 
 
Would you be willing to attend a meeting to help us reunite? 
 
We would like to see you for a short meeting on January 26, 2017, 5:30 p.m. at the 
church. 
 
Please call Nancy Sutherland with questions or comments at 897-4481, or email  
nancy713@frontier.com 
 
Thank you for your consideration, and we hope you will join us on the 26th! 

mailto:nancy713@frontier.com
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ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 

 
 
 

New year, new day and , always, 
new life in Christ. 

In thankfulness, let us make worship a  
priority this new year. 

 

 
 

 

Sunday Worship & Faith Formation  
9:00 a.m. 

(Faith Formation resumes January 8th) 
 

Wednesday Family Faith Night (Resumes January 4th) 

5:30—7:00 


