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A Christmas Greeting from our  
Presiding Bishop 

Rev. Elizabeth A. Eaton  
 
 
 
 

On Christmas Eve there always comes a time when everything is finally still. After all the  
preparations and Christmas pageants, after all of the rushing, it’s wonderful just to settle into 
that stillness and have a chance to think about the miracle of Advent and Christmas. 
 
For me that came after the 11 o’clock candlelight service and after going home. With my  
husband and children in bed, I could think and settle into that stillness and marvel at the  
miracle that had happened. 
 
We know that God is up to something. We long for peace, and sure enough, God comes in 
the form of a helpless baby in a wooden manger. In that stillness, I think of another time 
when we are waiting and longing. It’s at the Easter vigil, when, by tradition, we feel that at 
the very stroke of midnight Christ was raised from the dead. This helpless man on a cross 
now becomes the risen Lord. 
 
I hope and pray, dear church, that in this season of Advent and Christmas you will find time 
for stillness, find time to sense the expectation and the longing, but also to celebrate the  
miracle of God’s love that has come to us in the form of a tiny baby who grows to be a  
human being who gives his life for us, that we might have life. 
 
Merry Christmas, dear church. 
 
The Rev. Elizabeth A. Eaton 
Presiding Bishop 



 
Thank you to all those who  
sponsored special gifts during  
the month of December: 
 

 
Communion Elements were given… 
Dec 15: in honor of Julie McKay’s birthday. 
 

Sanctuary lamp was given… 
Dec 8: by Doug and Janice Knight in memory of 
Doris Gibson. 
_________________________________________ 

 
ANNUAL REPORTS DUE! 

 
All Annual Reports are due by Sunday, January 5, 
2020. Please have your reports in by this date so 
there is time to prepare reports and compile  
booklets so they can be out 2 Sundays prior to the 
meeting per our constitution. 
The Annual Meeting is Sunday, February 2nd. 
________________________________________ 
 
 
 
 
Congratulations to Grandma Helen LaBorde on 
the birth of another grandson, Arlo Totten, born to 
Ross and Ady (LaBorde) Totten on December 4, 
2019. Congratulations to all! 
_________________________________________ 
 

2020 Offering Envelopes 
 

Offering envelopes for 2020 are on the round table 
in the narthex. If you do not see a box with your 
name on it and would like a set, please see Christy 
Long. 
_________________________________________ 

 
Annual Congregational Meeting 

Sunday, February 2, 2020 
Following 9:00 a.m. worship 

 
(Annual report books will be available  

January 19—one per household, please.) 
 

EXPRESSIONS OF GRATITUDE 
 

Thank you to Ahren’s Acres for the evergreen 
potted arrangements at the entrance doors. They 
are beautiful! 

† 
Bethlehem Lutheran Church Members, 
 

Thank you for donations to the Brodhead White 
Gift Food Pantry. We provided for 70 families this  
Holiday Season. 
 

Happy Holidays—Janice, Vicki, Lisa 
† 

I am enjoying the poinsettia. Thank you very much. 
Sincerely, Beverly Vogel 

† 
Thank you for your generous donation of $200.00 
to Family Promise of Green County. Your support 
is a true blessing.  

God Bless, Family Promise of Green County 
† 

Skaalen Nursing & Rehabilitation Center grateful-
ly acknowledges your gift of $200.00. Thank you 
for this gift that will help us care for all who reside 
here for years to come. 

—Kris Krentz, President CEO 
† 

THANK YOU! For your generous Christmas gift  
of $200.00 to Lutherdale. After a thrilling year of 
ministry, providing life changing programs to thou-
sands of people, your support ensures that we 
meet our end of the year goal. It makes a differ-
ence and prepares us for another year of ministry 
to do what we do best...Building Lives in Christ 

Jeffrey A Bluhm, Executive Director 
† 

Dear BLC Members & Friends, 
 

We just wanted to thank you for all the donations 
of clothes, toiletries and socks. We have already 
begun to use them and distribute as needed. It is 
so amazing to have a supply of these things on 
hand. We can’t thank you enough for your kind-
ness and generosity. 
 
Many thanks, 
 

Albrecht Elementary 4K classes 
Mrs. Richmond & Ms. Boeke 



 
 
 

JOIN US! 
Wednesdays, 5:30—6:45 

Each night begins with a meal that is served from 
5:30 to 6:00. All are welcome!! Lessons are 6:00 
to 7:00. 

 
Below is an outline of what’s happening  

in January! 
 

January 1 − No Faith Night – Happy New Year! 

January 8 − Review – No Fear/Game/Homebound 
Activity/Introduce Backpacker Support 

January 15 − Storytime (Rwanda)/Craft 

January 22− Simulation Station (Building)/
Introduce Jesus Sermon on the Mount      
(Matthew 5) 

January 29 − Jesus Sermon on the Mount 
(Matthew 5) - activities 

We hope you will join us and be part of the fun! 
_________________________________________ 

 
WOMEN OF BETHLEHEM 

CHURCH 
 

Winter Planning Meeting  
Monday, January 13  

6:30 p.m. 
 

Please join us for sharing of information and to 
make any decisions or plans there may be. Come 
and be part of the conversation. 
_________________________________________ 
 

MANY THANKS! 
 

We extend a HUGE thank you to all those who 
turned in their used ink cartridges in 2019. Your 
donations helped Bethlehem save $222.00 last 
year in office supplies through the Staples Ink  
Recycling program. Also, thanks to Donna Millard 
for her help in taking the cartridges to Staples for 
recycling.  

2020 COMMUNION BREAD BAKERS NEEDED 
 
A signup sheet is on the table in the narthex. The  
recipe is in the basket on the narthex table. If you 
would like more information, see Deb Malcook. 
_________________________________________ 
 

Quilting Group Resumes Regular Schedule 
 

The quilters will resume their regular schedule in 
January, meeting on the second and fourth Tues-
days of the month. The next quilting session will be 
Tuesday, January 14 at 9:00 a.m. 
 
If you would like to help, you don’t have to be a 
sewer. If you can tie a knot, you can help. If you 
can pin, you can help. Some of our quilters go 
away during the winter months, so we really  
welcome newcomers. If you would like more infor-
mation about the Quilting Group, see Deb  
Malcook.  
 
Quilts are sent to Lutheran World Relief in the fall. 
Last fall we sent 90 quilts to LWR! Join us and 
share in the excitement of this rewarding ministry. 
_________________________________________ 
 

 
  
 

Town Hall Meetings to Take  
Place in January and February 2020 

 
Interim Bishop Peter Rogness is holding Town Hall 
forums to give voice to conversations on the 
strengths and challenges of this synod and what 
we need in a bishop. Forums are approximately 90 
minutes in length. We suggest that those who will 
ultimately be present to represent your congrega-
tion in the assembly that will vote for the next 
bishop would be logical attendees. But these 
meetings are not legislative, and any interested 
members of our congregations are welcome to 
come. The meeting for Bethlehem Conference is 
on: 

Sunday, January 19, 2020 
2:00 p.m. 

Faith Lutheran, Janesville 



Stay Connected To Synod Happenings, 
News, & Events!  

Grow in your faith and leadership!  Stay con-
nected to exciting events and stories of our 

faith in action in our synod!  To sign up for synod news, 
please email Assistant to the Bishop for Media, Com-
munications & Leadership Development, Deacon Vicki 
Hanrahan at vickih@scsw-elca.org to be added to 
“What Matters.”   

_________________________________________ 
 

PENNIES FOR A PURPOSE 
We continue to collect donations of your 
spare pennies to help women in the 

Brodhead community. A container is in the narthex 
for your donations. Thank you for sharing! 
_________________________________________ 
 

Agrace to Hold Bridges Support Group  
in Janesville 

 
Bridges Grief Support Group for grieving adults 
meets every other Tuesday at Agrace, 2901 N. 
Wright Road, Janesville. In January, meetings are 
January 7 and 21, from 9 a.m. to 10:30 a.m. No 
advance registration is needed, and participants 
may attend as often as they feel the need for sup-
port. Call (608) 327-7118 with questions. 

_________________________________________ 
 

Agrace Seeks Volunteers in Rock County 

 

Agrace is seeking volunteers to visit local hospice 
patients or help at its Janesville thrift store. Volun-
teer orientation is Tuesday, January 14, from 9 
a.m. to 11 a.m., at Agrace in Janesville. Before 
volunteers attend orientation, they will complete 
an application and interview about their skills and 
interests. Call (608) 314-2922 or visit agrace.org/
volunteer to complete an application. 
_________________________________________ 

 
During this season of  

winter, Jesus, help each of 
us feel the warmth of your 

love and share it with  
others. 

 
 
 

Community Clothes Closet is 
open every Saturday from 
10am—2pm. The Clothes    
Closet is located at the old Power and 
Light Building, 1108 11th St. All items at the Closet 
are free and is staffed by volunteers.  
 

Healthy Eating, Healthy Living—The Senior Nutri-
tion Program of Green Co. provides balanced  
nutrition to seniors. For a Dining Center reserva-
tion, contact Brodhead Senior Center: 897-4796. 
 

White Gift food pantry hours are from 10—11am 
on the 3rd Saturday of the month. The pantry is 
located behind the Senior Center. If you have a 
need, please contact Vickie Krattiger at 897-6466. 
_____________________________________________ 
 

St. Olaf Choir to Perform – January 29 – 8 pm  
Luther Memorial  

1021 University Avenue, Madison 
 
Join the St. Olaf Choir, conducted by Anton Arm-
strong, for a performance at Luther Memorial 
Church on January 29 at 8 p.m. The St. Olaf Choir, 
with 75 mixed voices, is one of the premier a cap-
pella choirs in the United States, and for more 
than a century has set the standard of choral  
excellence and remained at the forefront of choral 
artistry. 
 
The 2020 St. Olaf Choir tour marks the 100th  
anniversary of the choir's first East Coast tour in 
1920 (which included their first performance at 
Carnegie Hall), along with Dr. Armstrong’s 30th 
anniversary of leading the ensemble.  
 
During this past century, touring has played an  
important role in the St. Olaf Choir sharing its 
artistry and beauty of sound with audiences 
around the world. This year, the St. Olaf Choir has 
adjusted its ticket pricing structure to promote 
greater accessibility, including $10 tickets for all 
students.  $30 adults, $3 discount by entering   
promo code CLASSIC at checkout. 
 
Tickets are available at stolaf.edu/tickets and  
By calling:  1-800-363-5487.  
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ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 

 

Worship with us 
Sunday mornings at 9:00 

All are welcome! 

Bethlehem Lutheran Church welcomes everyone because Jesus         
welcomes everyone, and loves them unconditionally. Liberated by the 
good news that nourishes us through scripture and at the communion 
table, we are free to extend God’s radical welcome to all people. You are 
welcome here, whatever your age, ability, social and economic class, 
race, culture, language, sexual orientation, gender identity, gender 
expression, or whatever other distinctions make you who you are. We 
embrace you as a whole person, wonderfully and beautifully made by 
God. We embrace your questions, your complexities, and your gifts. 
Gathered and sustained by God’s love, we will strive to live as a        
reconciling people, in our life together and in our witness to the world. 

“As long as the earth endures, seedtime and harvest, cold and heat, summer and winter, day and night, shall not 
cease.”  Genesis 8:22 (NRSV) 


