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A few things come to mind as we approach the 

Day of Pentecost: 

 

One is how this day marks the beginning of the 

Christian Church, or more appropriately, the  

baptism of the Church. On the Day of Pentecost, 

the Holy Spirit rushed in to fill the room where the 

apostles were praying. It inspired their praise and 

their proclamation of the gospel, and it gave them 

(and their hearers) the gift to speak and hear of 

God’s amazing deeds of power – each one in their 

own language. 

 

Pentecost is about this blessed life as the Church, 

sharing in ministry to the gospel. It is about receiv-

ing the surprising and unexpected gifts of the Spirit 

and using them in new ways as we follow the 

Spirit in service to the world. 

 

The second thing is this: as with our own baptism, 

it is good for the Church to remember its baptism. 

Martin Luther taught us to remember our baptism 

daily – that each day was an opportunity to die to 

sin and rise to new life in Christ. We are baptized 

once and forever, but we rejoice in the promise that 

the gifts of baptism – grace and mercy – are new 

each day. 

 

The same is true for the Church. Our observance of 

Pentecost and the annual celebration of the coming 

of the Spirit ought not to be treated as an anniver-

sary, but a celebration of the promise that God 

blesses Christ’s Church each year – indeed, each 

new day! – with the gifts of the Spirit. 

 

We as the body of Christ are alive by the baptismal 

promises bestowed upon the apostles in Jerusalem 

2,000 years ago. We are inspired to give praise and 

to proclaim the wonders and the joys of God’s love 

set loose in the world. And we are given these gifts 

for the sake of sharing the gospel in a diverse, 

ever-changing landscape in an ever-changing 

world. 

 

 

This brings us to the third thing: The Church  

has always been moving from one “normal” to 

another. What so many of us have known as 

“church” is far different from how the Church 

began after that first Christian Pentecost. How 

many countless shapes has Christ’s Church taken 

in the generations that have passed since the com-

ing of the Spirit? How many more lie between our 

present and the second coming of Christ? 

 

I miss a lot of our “normal” operations as a church. 

I long with hope for the day we can recover some 

of them. At the same time, I realize that there are 

things that can be let go. None of this is entirely 

clear to me, of course. What is clear, though, is that 

we are in good company in the company of saints 

who carried this gospel for generations. 

 

As we live through this uncertain time together, not 

knowing what our life as the Church will become, 

we know that we are the Church. We know that we 

live by the promises of our baptism (as believers 

and as the whole Church) and that those promises 

are renewed each day. 

 

We know that there has never been one way to be 

the Church, but that God’s Spirit has been always 

on the move, breathing new life into God’s people, 

and leading the Church in new directions for new 

days. 

 

I find hope in this knowledge of our faith as we 

wait and watch and pray together for the life and 

healing of the world, and as we listen for the direc-

tion of the Holy Spirit. The Church has survived 

more challenging times than this. By the power of 

the Spirit and the daily gifts of baptism, we will 

carry on in our ministry to the gospel. 

 

Be well and stay safe. 

 

Grace and Peace, 

Pastor Peder 



Two Ways to Worship  
 

As we gather in our homes during this period of 

social distancing, there are two options for wor-

ship. One is by video, prepared and posted to our 

Facebook page each Sunday morning. The other is 

a live feed on Zoom at 9:00am on Sunday morn-

ings. Our Zoom Meeting ID is 321-764-3018.  To 

access Zoom from your phone, dial 1-312-626-

6799 (this is a Chicago number) and when 

prompted, enter the Zoom Meeting ID given 

above, followed by the # key. The password is our 

zip code, 53520. You do not need to enter a user 

ID – if asked, simply press #. To access via the app 

on your smartphone or computer, select “join” 

and enter our Zoom Meeting ID and password, or 

use this link: 

https://zoom.us/j/3217643018?pwd=WkJ0UDBue

ERCQlI4dWQySDhabkZWZz09  

_________________________________________ 

 

White Gift Food Pantry  
 

The White Gift Food Pantry is open the third      

Saturday of each month from 10:00 a.m. to 11:30 

a.m. The pantry is located behind the Senior Cen-

ter and is open to all residents in the Brodhead 

School District. If you have any questions or have a 

need for food before the 3rd Saturday of the 

month, please contact Vickie Krattiger at 897-6466 

or Lisa Regenold at 897-2496.  

Note: At this time we cannot accept donations of 

canned goods due to COVID-19. If you would like 

to support the White Gift Food Pantry, you may 

send cash donations to: Brodhead White Gift Food 

Pantry, c/o N2346 Tenny Rd, Brodhead WI 53520. 

Please write White Gift donation on the memo line 

of your check. Thank you. 

________________________________________ 

 

In Christian Sympathy 
 

Arlene Lorch 

April 30, 2020 

 

Delores Hockmuth 

Died May 12, 2020 in California 

Burial: Greenwood Cemetery 

 

Christ in Our Home: Free Email Edition 

 

With the outbreaks of coronavirus disease 2019 in 

North America and around the world many people 

may be without physical devotional material. To 

assist with devotional life during this time, we are 

offering a limited-time complementary email sub-

scription to Christ in Our Home: Email Edition. 
 

The web address is listed below to sign up for this 

free email subscription. 
 

https://www.augsburgfortress.org/store/product/

CIOH-EMAIL/Christ-in-Our-Home-Email-Edition 

_________________________________________ 

 

STAYING CONNECTED 
 

The June and July newsletters are combined, but 

please watch the weekly bulletin announcements 

for any updates or news. I would like to have a 

greetings section in an upcoming bulletin with 

members sharing a few lines of what you’ve been 

doing during this time of sheltering in place; e.g. 

What books have you been reading? Have you 

planted a garden? or just share a special greeting 

with your Bethlehem family—a way to stay con-

nected while being apart. You may send your 

greetings to: office@bethlehembrodhead.org or 

call me at 815-291-8474. Let’s keep in touch! 

_________________________________________ 
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ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED Bethlehem Lutheran Church welcomes everyone because Jesus         

welcomes everyone, and loves them unconditionally. Liberated by the 

good news that nourishes us through scripture and at the communion 

table, we are free to extend God’s radical welcome to all people. You are 

welcome here, whatever your age, ability, social and economic class, 

race, culture, language, sexual orientation, gender identity, gender 

expression, or whatever other distinctions make you who you are. We 

embrace you as a whole person, wonderfully and beautifully made by 

God. We embrace your questions, your complexities, and your gifts. 

Gathered and sustained by God’s love, we will strive to live as a        

reconciling people, in our life together and in our witness to the world. 


