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This upcoming Sunday is Pentecost. This  

special festival day is shared by both Jews and 

Christians. For observant Jews, it comes 50 

days after the second day of Passover. It was at one 

time largely a harvest celebration, but has since become 

a commemoration of the giving of Torah – the Law of 

Moses. For Christians, we commemorate the giving of 

the Holy Spirit to the gathered apostles in Jerusalem, 50 

days after the resurrection…on the traditional Jewish 

observance known as Pentecost. 
 

This shared holy day is, for both religions, a day of 

identity. For the Christian Church, we can rightly think 

of Pentecost as our beginning. This is where we (along 

with those first believers) were/are transformed by 

God’s Spirit from a community of hope in Christ to a 

community of witness in ministry to God’s mission in 

the world. 
 

One of the challenges we face as a church in this place 

and time is that this day of Pentecost and the Time  

After Pentecost (also known liturgically as ordinary 

time) – days and weeks and months to celebrate being 

the Church in witness and ministry to God’s mission in 

the world – coincides with our summer season. Typical-

ly, we as congregations wind down our ministries and 

slow down our pace to accommodate the busy summer 

schedules of members and their families, and Pentecost 

feels more like a celebratory finish to the church year 

rather than the beginning it is intended to be. 
 

Some of this simply is what it is (and I enjoy the  

summer months myself), but what if we were to find 

some ways in these coming months to intentionally take 

hold of the mission we inherit as the Holy Spirit em-

braces our hope and faith at Pentecost? What if we  

approached this ordinary time with an expectation that 

it be extraordinary, and that it lead us to deeper faith, 

hope, and service to God’s mission in the world? 
 

Your congregational leaders have been considering 

those questions as we make plans for the coming 

months of ministry, and I invite all of you to consider 

them as you make your own plans for the upcoming 

months. How can your faithful witness, your time,  

talents, and treasure be given in joy and hope to God’s 

mission in the world? To help all of us embrace the joy 

and hope of this Christian life over the next few 

months, we are going to try a few different 

things with our Sunday mornings. 
 

June 4 (Day of Pentecost) will be a Global Church 

Sunday, featuring music from our Christian siblings 

around the world. We will also highlight our denomina-

tion’s ministries in partnership with our global  

companions, ending with a communion feast to  

celebrate the abundance of life and grace that unites  

all believers into one body of Christ.  
 

This special communion feast will be repeated on the 

first Sunday of July and August as well. I look  

forward to seeing you all at the table! 

The second Sunday of each month will feature an  

opportunity for anointing. Special liturgical acts for  

the third and fourth Sundays are still in the works…

you’ll just have to come and see! 
 

If you have ever come early to worship, you know that 

there is always pre-worship coffee and fellowship in the 

narthex. We will be adding another pre-worship oppor-

tunity for strengthening our relationships and faith.  

Beginning June 11, there will be a 10-15 minute Pray-

lude each Sunday in the sanctuary, beginning around 

8:40. For those who choose to participate, this weekly 

opportunity will lead you in a quiet devotion to prepare 

your heart and mind for worship that day. This will also 

be a way to learn from one another different forms of 

prayer, meditation, and study, as we will explore a  

variety of devotional Christ-centered faith practices.  

*If you are interested in helping to lead the Praylude 

on one or more Sundays, let me know.  
 

Finally, mark your calendars for a special mission trip 

to Bountiful Hope Farm in Monroe, July 16, right  

after worship, arriving at 10:30. Wear  your  work 

clothes to worship that day, and be prepared to get your 

hands dirty with a local foundation that grows fresh 

produce for the Second Harvest Food Bank and Green 

County food pantries. They will show us their opera-

tion, teach us about hunger and their work to address it, 

and invite us to share in their labor of love. This is open 

to all people of all ages and abilities. If you are unable 

or uninterested in the physical part of this trip, you are 

welcome to come and see and pray for God’s blessing 

upon the fields and the people who will receive the  

harvest.  Peace −  Pastor Peder 

From Pastor Peder 



Thank you to all those who  
sponsored special gifts during  
the month of May. 
 

Bulletins were given… 
May 14:  in memory of Jodi Thompson. 
May 21:  by Bob and Priscilla Bump in memory of 
their son, David. 
 

Communion Elements were given… 
May 14:  in memory of Jodi Thompson. 
May 21:  by Bob and Priscilla Bump in memory of 
their son, David. 
 

Sanctuary lamp was given… 
May 14:  in memory of Jodi Thompson. 
May 21:  by Bob and Priscilla Bump in memory of 
their son, David. 
 

Sanctuary flowers were given… 
May 14:  in memory of Jodi Thompson. 
May 21:  by Bob and Priscilla Bump in memory of 
their son, David. 
_________________________________________ 

 

An important part of our ministry at  
Bethlehem Church is being prayer partners 
with those in need − whether they are 
members of our Bethlehem Church family, 

friends or relatives of members, people from our 
community, nation, or around the world. 
 

We share the name of each individual in printed or 
verbal form in worship or the Prayer Chain who is 
to be lifted up in prayer. Since some of those for 
whom we pray are not members, we ask a couple 
of favors from you. 
 

1. Please keep us updated on the status of the 
individual as to whether they should remain on 
the list or be removed. 

2. Before putting someone on the list or the  
Prayer Chain, please get their permission first. 
We have to respect the privacy of the indi-      
vidual. Although we may want them on the 
prayer list/chain, they may not want their 
health concern made public. 

 

If you would like a visit or prayer, please let  
us know when you will be going into a medical  
facility, or please have a family member notify us. 
Due to privacy laws, they do not notify us without 
your permission. 

 

If you need a ride to church or a 
church activity, contact one of our 
“Share-A-Ride” volunteers. 
 

Chairperson:  Jo Pinnow  897-4275 
Doug Bliss    897-4618 
Renata Olsen    558-4969 
Dan Fisher    897-8304 
 

If you would like to help out as a driver, 
please call Jo Pinnow at the number above. 

_________________________________________ 
 

Congratulations and blessings to 
Bailey Diffenderfer and  
Braydon Sommerfeldt who 
made their Affirmation of  
Baptism on Sunday, May 21, 
2017, during the 9:00 a.m.  
worship hour. May God continue to lead and guide 
them on their faith journeys. 
_________________________________________ 
 

Expressions of Gratitude 
 

Thank you to Helen LaBorde and Kathy Matteson for 
doing such a fine job cleaning at Bethlehem while we 
are in the hiring process for a new custodian. We  
appreciate the hard work and time they have donated 
during this time of transition. BLC looks terrific!  
 

Skaalen Nursing & Rehab Center gratefully acknowl-
edges your gift of $200.00 which will help us care for all 
who reside here for years to come. 

−Kris Krentz, President/CEO 
 

Thank you for your continued support as evidenced by 
your recent $200.00 donation. God bless.                     
            −Family Promise of Green County 
 
Thank you for your gift of $200.00 in support of Lu-
therdale’s ministry.   −Jeffrey Bluhm, Executive Director 

 
To My Church Family, 
    Thank you so much for your kind words and thoughts 
while I was ill. I really appreciate hearing from you. 
    Thank you to Pastor Peder for the visits and thank 
you to the ladies who are fixing and delivering those 
Wednesday lunches. 
    I miss being at church—and hopefully will be able 
soon to get back.  
God bless and best wishes − Dorothy Speth 



WELCA SALAD LUNCHEON 
Wednesday, June 14 

 12:30 
 

Hosted by the women  
of Bethlehem Church 

 

You are invited to join us on 
June 14, for our annual Salad Luncheon. We invite 
our friends from neighboring churches so we ask 
that you please bring a salad to serve 10. We also 
need volunteers to provide dessert. The recipe is 
on the clipboard where you may also sign up for 
the luncheon. 
 

Bethlehem member, Sidney Steinmann, will be  
our guest speaker. Sidney will share her student 
teaching experiences while in Sweden.  
 

Invite your family, friends and neighbors! This 
event always proves to be an enjoyable afternoon 
of food, friendship and entertainment.  
_________________________________________ 

 

It was decided that BLC will 
not hold the Corn Boil this 
summer.  An event may be 

planned for the fall.  
 

If you would be interested in being on the Social 
Committee to help plan this event, please see 
Todd Long or Steve Mischka, social council liaisons. 
_________________________________________ 
 

BLESSING AND SENDING OF GRADUATES 
 

On Sunday, May 28, we had a special recognition 
of graduates with a Blessing and Sending during 
the worship hour, followed by a reception. Those 
who attended following our invitation were: Austin 
Diffenderfer, Layne Millard and Aislinn Rufer.  
We congratulate all our graduates at Bethlehem 
Church and wish them God’s blessings in their  
future endeavors. 
_________________________________________ 

 

Pennies for a Purpose 
Donate your spare pennies to help 
women in the Brodhead community.  

A large container is in the narthex for your dona-
tions. Thank you for sharing! 

SCHOOL KITS FOR LUTHERAN WORLD RELIEF 
(This is what’s needed to make one kit.) 

 

Watch for Back to School sales this summer for 
school supplies we use for the School Kits we send 
to Lutheran World Relief. We will hold our School 
Supplies drive in August. Supplies needed are: 
 

FOUR—70-sheet spiral notebooks of wide or  
college-ruled paper about 8” X 10 ½”; no loose  
leaf paper 
ONE—30-centimeter ruler, or a ruler with  
centimeters on one side and inches on the other 
ONE—pencil sharpener 
ONE—pair of blunt scissors (safety scissors with 
embedded steel blades work well) 
FIVE—black or blue ballpoint pens (no gel ink) 
ONE—box of 16 or 24 crayons 
ONE—2 ½” eraser 
_________________________________________ 

 

Stewardship Corner 
 
In this season of discipleship, the Stewardship 
Team encourages you to consider the many ways 
we are called to follow Jesus and serve God’s mis-
sion. 
 
What gifts of the Spirit equip you for ministry? 
Are those gifts at work in and through you? Let us  
know if you’d like assistance in matching your time 
and talents to ministry opportunities in our con-
gregation and community. 
 
Mark your calendars for July 16. All are invited to 
Bountiful Hope Farm in Monroe for a special BLC  
service trip following worship (arriving at 10:30). 
We’ll learn, serve, and enjoy fellowship together 
as we care for God’s creation and our neighbors. 
(www.bountifulhope.com) 
 
VANCO Services makes it easy to be generous  
towards God and God’s mission, even when your 
summer schedule keeps you away from worship. 
Visit the “resource” page on our website and click 
“online giving” to set up secure online giving. Gifts 
can be scheduled as a one-time or recurring gift of 
any amount you choose. You can use their Give+ 
app on your smartphone too! 



Would you like to receive synod stories 
of our ministry together, timely news up-
dates and invitations to learning and min-
istry opportunities in synod? If you would 

like to receive What Matters and Walking Togeth-
er: Faith for Our Journey, please go to:  
http://bit.ly/SynodNews 
_________________________________________ 
 

Agrace to Begin Spouse Loss  
Support Group Series in June 

 

In June, Agrace will begin “Spouse/Partner Loss,” a 
six-week grief support group series for adults 
whose spouse or partner has died. Meets at 
Agrace in Janesville, Tuesdays, June 6 through July 
18, from 10 a.m. to noon. To register, call Laura at 
(608) 314-2924 or visit agrace.org/griefgroups. 

Agrace to Offer Orientation for  
Prospective Volunteers in June 

 

In June, Agrace Hospice & Palliative Care will offer 
volunteer orientation for those interested in 
brightening the lives of hospice patients. Orienta-
tion will be held June 15, from 8 a.m. to noon, at 
Agrace, 2901 N. Wright Road, Janesville. Before 
they attend orientation, prospective volunteers 
will complete an application and an interview  
process with Agrace’s Volunteer Services staff to 
identify the volunteer’s skills and interests. Call 
(608) 314-2922 to register for orientation. 
_________________________________________ 

 
SYNOD’S SECOND ANNUAL  

STEEPLE-TO-STEEPLE BIKE RIDE 
FOR HUNGER!  
JUNE 24, 2017    

  

See details at:  
http://www.scswride.com/  

 
We have kept registration rates the same, and will not 
be charging you processing fees, but are encouraging 
riders to make extra donations to support this worthy 
cause when signing up.   All routes are again starting 
and finishing at All Saints Lutheran Church in Fitch-
burg.  The courses will be similar, with some minor 
tweaks.  This is a great family event!  Invite your youth 
and family groups to participate in this worthwhile 
event to help end hunger!   

Community Clothes Closet is 
open every Saturday from 
10am—2pm. The Clothes    
Closet is located at the old Power and 
Light Building, 1108 11th St. All items at the Closet 
are free and is staffed by volunteers.  

Healthy Eating, Healthy Living—The Senior Nutri-
tion Program of Green Co. provides balanced  
nutrition to seniors. For a Dining Center reserva-
tion, contact Brodhead Senior Center: 897-4796. 
 
White Gift food pantry hours are from 10—11am 
on the 3rd Saturday of the month. The pantry is 
located behind the Senior Center. If you have a 
need, please contact Vickie Krattiger at 897-6466. 
_________________________________________ 

 

CAMP GLOW 
 

Camp GLOW will be held from June 10, 10am to 3pm at 
Traxler Park, 600 Main St, Janesville. Registration is re-
quired. Children ages 6-14 and their parents/guardians 
are welcome to attend. Camp is offered at no cost 
thanks to support from the HHU-VNS Foundation. 
 

Camp GLOW is designed for grieving children and the 
grown-ups who love them.  
 

Staffed by Home Health United Spiritual & Grief Coun-
selors and specially trained volunteers, the day-long 
camp gives kids the opportunity to share their grief in a 
safe environment. 
 

Because loss affects whole families, Camp GLOW offers 
a concurrent session for adults who are not only trying 
to help their children deal with grief, but are also griev-
ing themselves. 
 

To register for or learn more about Camp GLOW 
you can check out their website, call or email: 
homehealthunited.org, 1-877-356-4514, or 
info@hhuvns.org 
_____________________________________________ 
 

HEAL GRIEF & EDUCATION GROUP 
 

Our six-week series begins June 7, through July 12 and 
held on Wednesday evenings from 6:00 to 7:30 at the 
St. Camillus Center, 2101 6th St in Monroe. To register 
please call 608-324-1230 or visit monroeclinic.org. 
There is no charge for HEAL Grief Group and it is  
open to the public. Space is limited so call as soon as 
possible. 

http://www.scswride.com/
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Coffee & Fellowship 
after the worship hour 

PRAYlude 
8:40—8:55 

Worship 
9:00 


