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The grace of our Lord, Jesus Christ, the love of God, 

and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

    −2 Corinthians 13:13 
 

These words, affectionately known as the “apostolic 

greeting”, are spoken as a part of our liturgy nearly 

every Sunday. They are from Paul’s second letter to 

the church in Corinth. Despite being known and used 

through the ages as a traditional greeting, these were 

actually Paul’s closing words, his final remarks. 
 

They read much like a blessing (and perhaps that is how 

the apostle meant it), but they also follow Paul’s parting 

wisdom, his last advice for the Corinthians. I believe 

these words are a blessing whenever they are spoken 

and heard, but I believe we would do well to receive 

them also as a sort of instruction for our life together. 
 

Let us live in the grace of Jesus Christ. Let us live and 

move and have our being as though this grace has done 

for us what Jesus promised. We are forgiven, we are 

claimed as God’s children and heirs of eternal life, we 

are set free by this gift to live in confidence and hope 

that God’s future is at hand. What would it feel like and 

look like in your life and in our life together for this 

grace to be with us always?  
 

Let us be always in God’s love. Let us know in our 

hearts and in our bones that we are fiercely and passion-

ately loved by the God of all creation. That God will 

never give up on us, will never tire of forgiving us, 

healing us, and receiving us as we are, rejoicing in the 

unique beauty and wonder by which God has made 

each of us. What would it feel like and look like in your 

life and in our life together for this love to be with us 

always? 
 

Let us be always in communion with the Holy Spirit. Let 

us gather as Christ’s Church in faith that we are gath-

ered by the Spirit, that the Spirit dwells within us and 

we in her, and that our own fellowship with each other 

reflects the fellowship we have with God. What would 

it feel like and look like in your life and in our life to-

gether for this communion to be our primary identity? 
 

If it is the apostle’s blessing and advice that we as 

Christ’s church be a people of grace, love, and com-

munion with God, how do we honor that? What does 

that mean for us and how does that direct our living? 

Those are some pretty big questions and I don’t have 

any simple answers.  
 

This is a blessing, a hopeful promise that God will do 

what God does for us in grace, love, and fellowship, 

always molding us into the people and the community 

God desires us to be. In some ways we are passive 

recipients of this divine action. 
 

This is also advice, a descriptive word of what we are to 

be – and to ever become – as those committed to the 

way of Jesus. We are blessed by grace to embody grace 

in the world. We are filled with love to give it away as 

boldly and enthusiastically as we receive it. We are 

brought into fellowship with God that our fellowship 

with one another would be holy and life-giving. 
 

So what might we do with that, friends? How will our 

congregation honor the blessing and live into the in-

struction of the apostle’s words? Where do you see us 

doing this already? 
 

I find in Bethlehem a congregation that worships well, 

bringing genuine faith and gratitude to the Word and 

Sacraments that renew us each week. It is my hope that 

we continue to thrive in our worship life together, even 

as we gather in smaller groups during these summer 

months. 
 

I find genuine compassion among us, an eagerness to 

care for one another and to welcome others in our 

midst. We are mindful of our neighbors’ needs and gen-

erous towards meeting them as opportunities present 

themselves. I hope to see such a gracious witness con-

tinue and pray that opportunities for service as Christ’s 

heart, hands, and voice would increase. 
 

I find there is a comfortable joy when we are together. 

Even amidst times of change and loss, where conflict is 

present, we remember to share moments of joy in our 

fellowship. That is a true gift and will serve us well. It 

is my hope and prayer that laughter, fun, and friendship 

would be ours in all that we do. 
 

So until next time, dear friends, may the grace of our 

Lord, Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion 

of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

 

Pastor Peder 



Thank you to all those who  
sponsored special gifts during  
the month of May. 
 

Bulletins were given… 
May 6:  by Bud and Mavis Coomer for their 65th 
wedding anniversary, May 8th. 
May 13:  by Bob and Priscilla Bump in thanksgiv-
ing for the baptism of their great-grandson,  
Declan. 
May 20:  by Bob and Priscilla Bump in memory of 
their son, David Bump. 
 

Communion elements were given… 
May 6:  by Bud and Mavis Coomer for their 65th 
wedding anniversary, May 8th. 
May 13:  by Bob and Priscilla Bump in thanksgiv-
ing for the baptism of their great-grandson,  
Declan. 
May 20:  by Bob and Priscilla Bump in memory of 
their son, David Bump. 
 

Sanctuary lamp was given… 
May 6:  by Helen LaBorde in honor of her parents, 
Bud and Mavis Coomer for their 65th anniversary. 
May 13:  by Bob and Priscilla Bump in thanksgiv-
ing for the baptism of their great-grandson,  
Declan. 
May 20:  by Bob and Priscilla Bump in memory of 
their son, David Bump. 
May 27:  by Todd and Natalie Forrester in 
memory of Tyler for his 32nd birthday. 

_________________________________________ 
 

Summer Office Hours – in June and July the secre-
tary will be taking Monday vacation days and will 
also be on vacation July 16 – 20. Office help will be 
needed on Wednesday, July 18 and Monday, July 
30. If anyone would like to volunteer for one of 
these days from about 9am to noon, please call or 
email the church office.   
_________________________________________ 

VANCO Services makes it easy to be generous  
towards God and God’s mission, even when your 
summer schedule keeps you away from worship. 
Visit the “resource” page on our website and click 
“online giving” to set up secure online giving. Gifts 
can be scheduled as a one-time or recurring gift of 
any amount you choose. You can use their Give+ 
app on your smartphone too! 

 

If you need a ride to church or a 
church activity, contact one of our 
“Share-A-Ride” volunteers. 
 

Chairperson:  Jo Pinnow  897-4275 
Doug Bliss    897-4618 
Renata Olsen    558-4969 

If you would like to help out as a driver, 
please call Jo Pinnow at the number above. 

_________________________________________ 
 

WORDS OF APPRECIATION 
 

Thank you from Don Wahl for the cards, prayers 
and well wishes following his recent surgery.  
 
Thank you for your recent donation of $60 to  
LUAD. The money has been deposited in our oper-
ational account which is used to purchase supplies 
necessary for our disaster relief work. This dona-
tion from Bethlehem Lutheran Church is greatly 
appreciated.  

−Thomas Irwin, LUAD Treasurer  
and Finance Committee Chair 

(This note is in response to the $60 sent from our Lenten Alms 

Wooden Plate offering for LUAD.)

_________________________________________ 

 

WELCA SALAD LUNCHEON 
Thursday, June 21 

Noon 
 

Hosted by the Women  
of Bethlehem Church 

 
You are invited to join us on June 21, for our  
annual Salad Luncheon. We invite our friends from 
the community and neighboring churches so we 
ask that you please bring a salad to serve 10.  A 
signup sheet is on the table in the narthex.  
 
The Junction Jammers will be our musical enter-
tainment for the event. 
 
Invite your family, friends and neighbors! It will be 
a fun afternoon enjoying food, friendship and 
delightful entertainment.  



Join us on Sunday evenings for  
church league softball games!  

 
Games are played at Legion Park. Enjoy an evening 
out and help cheer on Team Bethlehem! 
 

Watch Sunday bulletins and Beacon calendars for 
game times each Sunday. A schedule is also posted 
on the bulletin board in the narthex. 
_________________________________________ 
 

BRING YOUR BIKE TO WORSHIP ON JUNE 3!  
 
As we rejoice in the gift of the sabbath 
and in the joy of re-creation, we will 

take time during worship to receive God's blessing 
upon our bicycles and helmets. Children will even 
be invited to ride their bikes into the sanctuary 
during the processional hymn!  A blessing of  
motorcycles will take place in the parking lot after 
worship and perhaps a group ride around the 
neighborhood will follow. This is a great opportuni-
ty to invite a friend or neighbor to join you for 
worship. All are welcome! 
_________________________________________ 
 

QUILTING GROUP BREAKS FOR SUMMER 
 

Our last day of quilting until we resume in the fall 
will be June 5th. We’ll meet at 9:00 a.m. and quilt 
until noon. Afterwards, we will go out to Fibs for 
lunch.  
_________________________________________ 

 

CARPET FUND UPDATE 
GOAL: $7,610 

TOTAL DONATIONS: $7,863 
 

We paid off the carpet fund in 11 weeks! 
Thank you all for your generous donations! 

 

To celebrate our newly carpeted space and also 
that it is paid off, we will hold a special worship 
and fellowship Sunday on June 10th at 9:00 a.m. 
“House Church” type worship will be celebrated as 
in the Book of Acts. Worship will include blessing 
for the new carpeted space and an official celebra-
tion of paying it off! Following the Eucharist, we’ll 
share a potluck meal and fellowship time together. 

NEW! Summer Faith Night 
5:30 

 Wednesday June 13th 
 

 Wednesday, July 11th 
 

 Wednesday, August 8th 
 

Same great fun and learning, just once a month! 
We’ll resume our weekly schedule in the fall. Hope 
to see you there!  
_________________________________________ 

 

→ ATTENTION H.O.M.E. MEAL RECIPIENTS 
 
There will be NO meal delivery in June. The regular 
meal schedule will resume in July on the third 
Wednesday, July 18th. 
_________________________________________ 

 

STATE PARK SUNDAYS 
 

Following worship we will carpool to a State Park 
where we’ll enjoy fun activities and a picnic or 
brown bag lunch. We will end around 2:00pm. 
What a great way to spend time with our Bethle-
hem family and friends. Mark your calendars! 
 

June 24      Yellowstone Lake—Hiking, fishing, 
  paddling (canoe rentals), ice cream 
July 15  Governor Nelson—Swimming 
  beach, hiking 
_________________________________________ 

 

BRODHEAD BLOOD DRIVE 
Sponsored by Bethlehem  

Lutheran Church 
Tuesday, July 24th 

noon—5:00 
Blood supplies are low in the summer. Please give 
as you are able and help save lives. 
_________________________________________ 

 

PLEA FROM LUTHERAN WORLD RELIEF 
 

“Requests for School Kits and Personal Care Kits 
are coming in faster than we can keep up. Take 
advantage of summer sales and help ensure that 
we can say YES to every family who needs the es-
sential items in these kits.” Note: See “Around 
Town & Beyond” page for items needed. 



Mobile Consulate Report 

I wanted to thank you all again for your time and efforts given to the Mobile Consulate on April 28. Below is a 

follow-up I received from Cristina Planter Riebeling. As you can see from her words, they were so very 

pleased with their experience and are eager to work with us again. She gives some numbers about what they 

actually did and provided. Not being fluent in Spanish, I didn't realize the other free services they were giving 

to guests - health screenings, legal information, etc. What a great thing and what a blessing to have been part 

of it! So thank you again!  ─Pastor Peder 

“Hello Pastor, good afternoon. It was great meeting you in person as well, along with the group of volunteers: 

you were all wonderful! We genuinely appreciate not only the disposition to lend your church for a mobile 

consulate, but also the kindness and good nature of everyone from your Church that was there that day; I heard 

nothing but positive things from both my staff and the Mexicans present that day! We definitely look forward 

to working with you again in the near future, I will let you know once we have potential 2019 dates. 

 

We were able to process documents for 85 people that day, including 56 passports, 55 consular IDs (matricula 

consular), 29 Mexican voter ID cards and 12 certified copies of Mexican birth certificates. We also gave out 

information for families interested in registering their US-born children as Mexicans, and people that need a 

power of attorney for legal processes in Mexico. We were accompanied by staff from our Protection and Legal 

Affairs Department and a lawyer that works closely with us, and they gave out general legal information as 

well as personalized information for free. We were also joined by a staff member from the Wisconsin Depart-

ment of Revenue that gave state tax information in Spanish, and the staff in charge of our Health Window  

tested blood sugar and blood pressure for free.” 

Thank you to BLC members who served as hosts, and 

prepared and served food to our Consulate guests! 



Would you like to receive synod stories 
of our ministry together, timely news up-
dates and invitations to learning and min-
istry opportunities in synod? If you would 

like to receive What Matters and Walking Togeth-
er: Faith for Our Journey, please go to:  
http://bit.ly/SynodNews 
_________________________________________ 
 

HOLD THE DATE!  JUNE 9, 2018   

SOUTH-CENTRAL SYNOD OF  

WISCONSIN 

STEEPLE TO STEEPLE RIDE  

FOR HUNGER 
 

RIDE STARTS AND STOPS AT ALL SAINTS LUTHERAN 

CHURCH (FITCHBURG) 

Registration is Open!    

http://www.scsw-elca.org/hunger_ride.aspx 

Last year, the ride raised over $4,000 for ELCA World 

Hunger.  We hope to continue the success of this 

ride so that all who are hungry are fed! 

_________________________________________ 
 

Agrace to Offer Spouse  
Loss Support Group 

 

In June, Agrace HospiceCare will begin a six-week 
Spouse/Partner Loss grief support group series at 
its Janesville campus, 2901 N. Wright Road. The 
group is open to anyone, whether or not the     
person who died was an Agrace patient. The fee   
is waived for participants whose spouse/partner 
had hospice care in the past 12 months. A modest 
fee applies for others, but may be lowered or 
waived, if needed. For more information or to   
register, call Laura at (608) 314-2924 or visit 
agrace.org/griefgroups. 
_________________________________________ 
 

Agrace to Offer Orientation for  
New Volunteers in June  

 

In June, Agrace Hospice & Palliative Care will offer 
orientation for those interested in brightening the 
lives of hospice patients by volunteering. Volun-
teer orientation will be held Tuesday, June 12, 
from 5 p.m. to 9 p.m., at Agrace in Janesville.   
Before they attend orientation, prospective volun-
teers must complete an application and an         
interview process with Agrace’s staff. Call (608) 
314-2922 for an application and to register for   
orientation. 

Community Clothes Closet is 
open every Saturday from 
10am—2pm. The Clothes    
Closet is located at the old Power and 
Light Building, 1108 11th St. All items at the Closet 
are free and is staffed by volunteers.  

Healthy Eating, Healthy Living—The Senior Nutri-
tion Program of Green Co. provides balanced  
nutrition to seniors. For a Dining Center reserva-
tion, contact Brodhead Senior Center: 897-4796. 
 

White Gift food pantry hours are from 10—11am 
on the 3rd Saturday of the month. The pantry is 
located behind the Senior Center. If you have a 
need, please contact Vickie Krattiger at 897-6466. 
_________________________________________ 
 

HEAL Grief and Education Group 
 

HEAL grief and education group offers sessions 
open to anyone 18 years and older who has expe-
rienced the death of someone special. Learn about 
the grieving process and ideas for coping and  
healing in a safe and supportive setting. Sessions 
begin on Wednesday, June 6, and run through July 
11, 6:00—7:30 p.m. at the St. Camillus Center, 
2101 6th Street in Monroe. To register or obtain 
more information, please call Monroe  Clinic  
Hospice office at 608-324-1230 or go online at 
monroeclinic.org. There is no charge for HEAL grief 
Group and it is open to the public. 
_________________________________________ 
 

SCHOOL KITS FOR LUTHERAN WORLD RELIEF 
 

Watch for Back to School sales this summer for 
school supplies we need for School Kits to send to 
LWR. Supplies needed are: 
 70 sheet spiral notebooks in wide or college-

ruled paper about 8” x 10 ½”; no loose leaf  
paper 

 30 centimeter rulers, or ruler with centimeters 
on one side and inches on the other 

 pencil sharpeners 
 blunt scissors (safety with embedded steel 

blades work well) 
 black or blue ballpoint pens (no gel ink) 
 box of 16 or 24 crayons 
 2 ½” erasers 

https://www.eventbrite.com/e/steeple-to-steeple-bike-ride-2018-tickets-42059955459
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/steeple-to-steeple-bike-ride-2018-tickets-42059955459


 
Dear Families, 
 
 
Welcome to God’s Good Creation Vacation Bible School!   
 
At God’s Good Creation VBS, children will learn about hunger, hope, 
and the work to which God calls us in the world.  This program will  
celebrate the gifts that God has created – gifts that can help build a 
world where we are all fed.  Working together with all of creation, we 
can look forward to the future God has promised.  

 
Our weekend will begin at 1:00 pm on Saturday, July 14.  The children 
will spend the afternoon singing songs, playing games, hearing Bible 
stories, and learning how we can help others.  At 5:15, we will invite the 
families back to camp-out for the evening (children that are camping out will need to be accompa-
nied by at least one adult).  We will play games, do some camp crafts, have supper, make s’mores, 
watch an outdoor movie, and sleep under the stars. Our weekend will conclude the next morning 
with breakfast and worship.    
 

Saturday, July 14 
1:00 pm – 1:40 pm – Large Group Opening (Welcome, songs, and skit) 
1:40 pm to 2:40 pm – Will rotate between 3 rotations (Games, Storytelling, and Craft/Science) 
2:40 pm – 3:10 pm – Snack and Simulation Station 
**3:10 pm – 3:30 pm – Large Group Opening (Songs and skit)/Pre-school session begins 
3:30 pm – 4:30 pm - Will rotate between 3 rotations (Games, Storytelling, and Craft/Science) 
4:30 pm – 4:45 pm – Finale 
4:45 pm – 5:15 pm – Meal prep and animal exhibits 
5:15 pm – 6:00 – Parents/families return to set up tents and campsites 
6:00 pm – 6:30 pm – Supper 
6:30 pm – 8:00 pm – Games/crafts 
8:00 pm – S’mores, campfire songs and stories 
8:30 pm (or when dark) – Outdoor movie 
10:00 pm – Quiet time 
 
Sunday, July 15 
8:15 am – 8:45 am – Breakfast – Fellowship Hall 
9:00 am – 10:00 am – Worship Outdoors 
10:00 am – Dismiss & clean-up 
 
**We understand that the afternoon can be long and naps are needed for the younger       
children, so we are planning a separate program for the younger children starting at 3:10. 
 

Sign up for God’s Good Creation VBS and get ready to have some fun!  This fun-filled weekend va-
cation Bible school is for everyone between the ages of pre-school (3 years old) through 5

th
 grade.  

Registration is going on now.  For more information or to register for God’s Good Creation VBS, mail 
in the attached registration form to the church or contact the church office at 608-897-2341. 

 
God Bless, 
 
God’s Good Creation VBS Directors 



 REGISTRATION FORM 

2018 Vacation Bible School 

Saturday, July 14 – Sunday, July 15 

Beginning at 1:00 pm on the 14th 

Bethlehem Lutheran Church 

405 E Ninth Ave, Brodhead 

608-897-2341 

(One form needed for each child registered) 

 

         For all children age 3 through those having completed grade 5 

 

Name: __________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Address: ________________________________________________________________________ 
 
City:  ________________________________ State:  _______________  Zip:__________________ 
 
Home Phone:  (____)______________________  Cell Phone:  (____)________________________ 
 
Home e-mail address:______________________________________________________________ 
 
Child’s Age:  __________________________    Last school grade completed:  ________________ 
 
Home Congregation (if any):  ________________________________________________________ 
 
In case of emergency, contact:  ______________________________________________________ 
 
Mother:  _________________________________  Phone number:  _________________________ 
 
Father:  _________________________________  Phone number:  __________________________ 
 
Other:  __________________________________ Phone number:  __________________________ 
 
Allergies or other medical conditions:  _________________________________________________ 
 
Name of special friend your child might like to be with:  ____________________________________ 
 

Will your family be camping overnight?  If so, how many will be staying?______________________ 

 

Pictures are taken during classes and various activities during our VBS program.  They are for 
church use only to share the program with our congregation.  May we include your child/children in 
these pictures?  _________ Yes __________ No 

 

Parent/Guardian Signature __________________________________  Date:  _________________ 



Bethlehem Lutheran Church 
405 E 9th Avenue 
Brodhead WI 53520 
 

Phone:  608-897-2341 
Email:   office@bethlehembrodhead.org 
              pastor@bethlehembrodhead.org 
Web: www.bethlehembrodhead.org 

 
www.facebook.com/blcbrodhead 
 
@blcbrodhead 
 

Worship:  Sundays at 9:00 a.m. 
Family Faith Night: Wednesdays at 5:30 p.m. 
Office Hours: Monday—Thursday 8am—1pm 
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ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 

 

Join us for Worship 
Sunday mornings 

at 9:00  


