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For the last six weeks, we have gathered as a 

church in the time after Epiphany (the “season” 

marking the time between Christmas and Lent).  
 

During these weeks, we have witnessed Jesus’ baptism 

at the River Jordan. 
 

We have heard John the baptizer proclaim Jesus as “the 

Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world.”  
 

We have been called into new lives of discipleship, 

alongside the fisherman of Galilee. 
 

We have sat upon the hillside with the curious crowds 

to hear Jesus teach about the Reign of God and the 

hope of God’s justice here on the earth. 
 

We have given thanks for the gift of our baptism, 

prayed for justice and peace in our lives and our world, 

and sung praises to the God who sees us and who opens 

our eyes and our hearts to the possibilities of what our 

lives and our world can be. 
 

For me, this time of Epiphany is always exciting and 

refreshing to my spirit. We remember that we belong  

to a living God and to an active mission of mercy and 

justice. It feels like waking up to a new day and walk-

ing in the brightness of a rising sun. Hope is always 

abundant in the light of Christ! 
 

On Wednesday, that hope will carry us into a new  

season, as we begin once again our Lenten journey.  
 

It was pointed out to me recently that Lent, being 40 

days (not counting the Sundays), is about 10% of the 

year. The Hebrew Scriptures often command that a 

tithe or tenth of one’s flock, herd, crop, etc. be given to 

the Lord…or that it be reckoned as holy to the Lord. 

(This is where we get the voluntary practice of giving 

10% of one’s income to the church and its mission.)  
 

Biblically, the tithe was to serve as a constant reminder 

to God’s people that they live by God’s grace, are sus-

tained by God’s mercy, and fed by God’s creation. By 

returning one tenth of their possessions to God, they 

were claiming their dependence on God’s provision, 

and claiming their identity as God’s people.  
 

I had not considered the 40 days of Lent to be a tithe of  

 

the year (of course, we are followers of Jesus 

every day – so this image only works to a 

point), but I believe it is a helpful image. As a season, 

Lent serves to remind us of our dependence on God, it 

invites us to be more intentional in our faith and service 

to God and our neighbor, and it prepares us to claim 

ever more boldly our identity as God’s people: the  

baptized body of Christ in the world. 
 

So I invite you to think of this season as a tithe of your 

time, your heart, and your commitment to Christ.  

Consider these 40 days as an opportunity (and even a 

faithful obligation) to remember who you are as the 

baptized – and more importantly, who God is and what 

God does for our sake and for the sake of the world. 
 

As we make our Lenten Journey together, we go with 

the abundant hope that shines in Epiphany, and with the 

support of one another. Here are some ways we can 

accompany one another as a church these 40 days: 
 

The Free Indeed daily devotional is offered at no cost 

to each household. As you read the daily reflections 

and pray the daily prayers, know that you do so with 

one another and with sisters and brothers across the 

ELCA. 
 

Midweek Worship each Wednesday at 7:00PM will 

focus on foundational teachings of our faith, drawing 

from Luther’s Small Catechism. The first week will 

feature a special worship service commemorating Inter-

national Women’s Day (March 8) – led by WELCA –  

and on March 15, we will host a special guest, Rev. 

Neddy Astudillo of Paroquia San Jose to learn about 

ministry with Latino and immigrant communities. 

Please join us in worship with these strong women of 

faith! 
 

Sunday Worship will allow weekly opportunity for 

participatory confession, forgiveness, baptismal renew-

al, prayer, song, and sacred stories to nurture our faith 

and sustain our spirits as we affirm once more our place 

at Christ’s table, among Christ’s Church, and within 

Christ’s mission of blessing and healing the world with 

God’s love and justice. 
 

Grace and Peace, 

Pastor Peder 

From Pastor Peder 



 

Thank you to all those who  
sponsored special gifts during  
the month of February. 
 

Bulletins were given… 
Feb 5:  by Keith and Debbie Malcook in celebra-
tion of their anniversary on February 7th. 
Feb 12:  in honor of Ron Massen for his 85th 
birthday. 
Feb 19:  by the Haraldsons in honor of Louie for 
his 92nd birthday; in honor of their great-
grandson, Ivar, for his 4th birthday; and also in  
celebration of their 62nd wedding anniversary. 
 

Communion Elements were given… 
Feb 5:  by Keith and Debbie Malcook in celebra-
tion of their anniversary on February 7th. 
Feb 12:  in honor of Ron Massen for his 85th 
birthday. 
Feb 19:  by the Haraldsons in honor of Louie for 
his 92nd birthday; in honor of their great-
grandson, Ivar, for his 4th birthday; and also in  
celebration of their 62nd wedding anniversary. 
 

Sanctuary lamp was given… 
Feb 5:  by Keith and Debbie Malcook in celebra-
tion of their anniversary on February 7th. 
Feb 12:  in honor of Ron Massen for his 85th 
birthday. 
Feb 19:  by the Haraldsons in honor of Louie for 
his 92nd birthday; in honor of their great-
grandson, Ivar, for his 4th birthday; and also in  
celebration of their 62nd wedding anniversary. 
 

Sanctuary flowers were given… 
Feb 5:  by Keith and Debbie Malcook in celebra-
tion of their anniversary on February 7th. 
Feb 12:  in honor of Ron Massen for his 85th 
birthday. 
Feb 19:  by the Haraldsons in honor of Louie for 
his 92nd birthday; in honor of their great-
grandson, Ivar, for his 4th birthday; and also in  
celebration of their 62nd wedding anniversary. 
_________________________________________ 

 

We extend our sympathy to Darrell 
Nelson and family on the death of 
Darlene Nelson, February 7, 2017. 

The funeral was February 11, at 
Bethlehem Church. 

If you need a ride to church or a 
church activity, contact one of our 
“Share-A-Ride” volunteers. 
 

 
Chairperson:  Jo Pinnow  897-4275 
Doug Bliss    897-4618 
Renata Olsen    558-4969 
Dan Fisher    897-8304 
 

If you would like to help out as a driver, 
please call Jo Pinnow at the number above. 

_________________________________________ 
 

If you would like a visit or prayer, please let  
us know when you will be going into a medical  
facility, or please have a family member notify us. 
Due to privacy laws, the hospitals/nursing homes 
do not notify us. 
 

If you have changed your address, phone number 
or email address, please let us know so we can 
keep our records up to date. Thank you for helping 
to keep us informed! 
_________________________________________ 
   

Church Council 2017 
 

Executive Board 
 President:    Cindy Miller 
 Vice President: Todd Long 
 Secretary:  Chris Dieckhoff 
 Treasurer:  Tom Matteson 
 

Council Members 
 Hailey Carvalho 
 Barb Krattiger 
 Donna Millard 
 Steve Mischka 
 Glen Watrud 
 

If you have any questions, concerns, or sugges-
tions, please see a member of the council. We  
appreciate and extend our thanks to these  
members who are willing to serve on the council. 
_________________________________________ 
 

 
 

 
 



Christian Education in March 
 

Sunday Faith Formation   
Faith Formation continues on Sunday mornings  
during the 9:00 a.m. worship hour. A separate  
lesson time for children is offered. Children will 
start worship in the sanctuary, then move to an 
area to hear a children’s version of that Sunday’s 
lesson and afterwards return to the sanctuary for 
the ending portion of worship.  
 

Adult Bible Class is held immediately following the 
worship hour. Get a cup of coffee and join the 
group discussion in the Fellowship Hall.  

Faith Night at Bethlehem Lutheran continues on 
Wednesdays from 5:30 – 7:00. The evening begins 
with a meal at 5:30; parents are encouraged to 
join their children. At 6:00 everyone can join the 
rotating small group sessions. We conclude in the 
sanctuary with a quick ending to our evening.  

Book of Faith In March, we get back to the 2nd 
and 4th Mondays at 7PM with the Dieckhoffs 
hosting the March 13th meeting at W2202 Pinnow 
Rd. right off of highway County OK.  Then on the 
27th the Olsens will host us at 190 Cedar 
Ave.  with Ed Kallas facilitating.  Come on, give an 
evening of study and fellowship a try! 
_________________________________________ 

 

LENTEN DEVOTIONAL BOOKS 

For 2017, a year marking the 500th 
anniversary of the Reformation’s 
beginnings, Free Indeed reflects on 
the brief explanations of Christian 
faith and practice in Luther’s Small 

Catechism. The writers bring their unique voices 
and wisdom to explore God’s liberating promises 
revealed in the Ten Commandments, Apostles’ 
Creed, Lord’s Prayer, Holy Baptism, Confession, 
Holy Communion, and daily blessings. Each  
devotion features a reading from the catechism, 
accompanied by an evocative image, a quotation 
to ponder, a reflection, and a prayer. It is our hope 
that each family will engage in Lenten devotion 
using this resource. Copies are available in the  
narthex. A donation box is also available if you 
wish to help defray the cost of the books, which is 
$2 each. 

Personal Care Kits 
for Lutheran World Relief 

 
This Lenten season we will again collect items for 
Personal Care Kits to be sent to Lutheran World 
Relief. A list of supplies needed will be by the  
basket in the narthex where the items will be  
collected. 
 

Items needed for Kits: 
 

 One light-weight bath-size towel (20”X 40” to 
52” X 27”), dark color recommended 

 Two bath-size bars (4 to 5 oz.) of soap, any 
brand, in original wrapping 

 One adult-size toothbrush in its original      
packaging 

 One sturdy comb (no picks or fine-toothed 
combs) 

 One metal nail clippers (attached file optional) 
 

All items should be new and in good condition. 
_________________________________________ 

 
Bethlehem Lutheran’s 

Women of the ELCA 
Invite you to a special meal and worship 

service on Wednesday, March 8 
 

We will serve homemade bread and soup for  
dinner from 6:00—7:00. 
We will then host an evening service at 7:00. 
 
We are raising money for the ELCA fund for  
International Women Leaders. Every $45  
provides a textbook for a woman receiving  
education. Our goal is to raise a total of $900, 
which would provide 20 textbooks. Bethlehem’s 
WELCA will match up to $450 in funds. 
 
March 8 marks International Women’s Day. We 
hope that you will join us in this celebration of 
women in ministry and community. 
 
Women of BLC—Please see Kirsten Johanson if  
you are interested in being involved. 
(call or text 608-322-3138) 

 



 

 
 

      Easter Flower Order Form—2017 
 

You are invited to help us decorate the chancel for  
Easter Sunday. You may either bring your own flowers 
the Saturday before Easter or purchase through the 
church from Ahrens’ Acres. Please complete the form 
and place in the offering plate or bring to the church 
office. If you are bringing your own, please indicate that 
on the form.  
Orders must be in by Sunday, April 2nd.  
 

Double Lily:     $25 
Hydrangeas:     $25 
Azaleas:     $25 
Single Lily:               $16 
Daisy Mums:     $16 
Hyacinths:     $16 
Daffodils     $16 
Cineraria      $16 

Name: ____________________________________ 
 

Plant Name: __________________Price: ________ 
 
If in honor or memory, please indicate below. 
 

__________________________________________ 
 
__________________________________________ 
 
__________________________________________ 
 

WORSHIP OPPORTUNITIES IN LENT 
Mid-week Lenten Worship is at 7:00 p.m. 

 
 March 1 Ash Wednesday worship 
   Holy Communion, Imposition of Ashes 
 March 8 WELCA hosts International Women’s Day 
   Worship at 7:00 (soup supper at 6:00) 
 March 15 Midweek Worship—Rev. Neddy Astudillo 
 March 22 Midweek Worship—The Lord’s Prayer 
 March 29 Midweek Worship—Baptism 
 April 5  Midweek Worship—Holy Communion 

 

“Take up your cross,” the Savior said, 
“if you would my disciple be; 

forsake the past, and come this day, 
and humbly follow after me.” 

Take Up Your Cross, The Savior Said 
Hymn #667—ELW 

 

You are invited to join us,  
along with our Faith Night Families,  
for a light supper beginning at 5:30 .  

We will serve until 6:15. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Palm/Passion Sunday 
April 9—Worship at 9:00 a.m. 

 
Maundy Thursday 
April 13—7:00 p.m.  

 
Good Friday 

April 14—7:00 p.m. 
 

Easter Vigil 
Saturday, April 15—7:00 p.m. 

 
Easter Sunday 

April 16—Worship at 8:30 a.m. 
Easter Breakfast following Worship 

 



Would you like to receive synod stories 
of our ministry together, timely news up-
dates and invitations to learning and min-
istry opportunities in synod? If you would 

like to receive What Matters and Walking Togeth-
er: Faith for Our Journey, please go to:  
http://bit.ly/SynodNews 
_________________________________________ 
 

One Year to Live Retreat 
March 24-26, 2017  

Pine Lake Camp,Waupaca, WI 
 

This is an experience for men where hearts and 
souls can be strengthened by the call of Christ. It is 
sponsored by Lutheran Men in Mission.  Over 300 
men have attended OYTL's in Wisconsin since 
2009.  Many have found it to be a spiritual and life 
impacting experience, different from any other 
retreats or conferences they have attended. Com-
mitment to attend from Friday 5:30pm to closing 
on Sunday at 3:00pm is required.  One Year to 
Live Retreat video testimonies, promotional, schol-
arship and registration information is available at 
www.lutheranmen.org  Events/One Year to Live 
page.   The $185 registration fee includes lodging, 
meals and retreat materials. There are discounts 
for early registrations, younger men and seminari-
ans.   If you have any questions, feel free to con-
tact Jim Schieble, call or text (920) 763-3433. 

_________________________________________ 

 
Women of the ELCA  

Spring Conference Gathering 

Saturday, April 22 

 

Contact your conference coordinator for your 

start time 

 Monroe, Women's Conference 

Spring Gathering at New Hope,  

Blanchardville 

 

For more information about the South-Central 

Synod of Wisconsin Women of the ELCA, visit 

the synod website: 

GO TO: www.scsw-elca.org  then click on the 

WHO WE ARE TAB and then the TEAMS tab. 

Community Clothes Closet is 
open every Saturday from 
10am—2pm. The Clothes  

Closet is located at the old Power and Light 
Building, 1108 11th St. All items at the Closet are 
free and is staffed by volunteers. 
 
Healthy Eating, Healthy Living—The Senior Nutri-
tion Program of Green Co. provides balanced  
nutrition to seniors. For a Dining Center reserva-
tion, contact Brodhead Senior Center: 897-4796. 
 
White Gift food pantry hours are from 10—11am 
on the 3rd Saturday of the month. The pantry is 
located behind the Senior Center. If you have a 
need, please contact Vickie Krattiger at 897-4132. 
_________________________________________ 
 

homeenergy™+ 

 

Green County Human Services Department is cur-
rently taking applications for the Wisconsin Home 
Energy Assistance Program (WHEAP) for the 2017 
heating season which runs until May 15, 2017.  
 

WHEAP may be able to assist low income house-
holds offset their energy costs with a onetime pay-
ment based on income, household size and energy 
usage. 
 

Those households experiencing an energy crisis 
such as a pending electrical or natural gas discon-
nect or a propane or fuel oil shortage, may receive 
additional funds as well. In addition, the program 
also has provisions to repair or replace faulty  
furnaces for those who are eligible homeowners. 
 

Applications for WHEAP can be picked up at the 
Human Services Economic Support Unit located in 
the Pleasant View Complex at N3152 State High-
way 81, Monroe. Applications can also be mailed 
to interested parties by phoning (608) 328-9344. 
_________________________________________ 

 
Daylight Saving Time begins  

Sunday, March 12. 
Turn your clocks ahead 1 hour  
on Saturday night, March 11th. 

 

http://www.lutheranmen.org/
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Sundays—9:00 a.m.  
Worship & Faith Formation 

 
Wednesdays in Lent 
7:00 p.m. Worship 

Supper—5:30 to 6:15 


