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Last night was the first of our Lenten midweek    
series, Journey to the Easter Vigil. Each Wednes-
day night (beginning at 6:45), we are worshiping 
with an ancient liturgy for evening prayer (with 
words dating back to the 4th century!) and re-
flecting on one of the twelve readings traditionally 
shared at the Easter Vigil. 

If you’ve never attended an Easter Vigil, you’ll have 
another opportunity this month on Saturday, March 
31 at 7:00. It’s a dramatic service, held mostly by 
firelight and candlelight, as we literally “hold vigil” 
with the whole Church for the resurrection of Jesus. 
It’s a beautiful experience and I hope you’ll consider 
attending this year. 

My favorite aspect of the vigil is the stories. We do 
as we imagine those first disciples did so long ago: 
we tell stories. Gathered in the dim light of a dark-
ened room, waiting for a miracle, we tell the stories 
of God acting in the world for the salvation of the 
world. They are stories of hope and promise, pro-
claimed to a people in desperate need of both. 

The Easter Vigil is more to me than marking the last 
hours before the Easter celebration. It is a reminder 
of the power of these stories of faith to embolden 
hope and encouragement in those who wait for 
healing, for justice, and for joy. 

Last night, we read the story of the Great Flood,   
beginning with the gathering of animals onto the  
ark and ending with the rainbow in the sky and the 
everlasting promise of God to love and care for all 
creation. 

Imagine what such a story would have spoken to 
Mary Magdalene, or Peter, or Thomas as they sat in 
the darkness on that awful night of the second day 
without their dear Jesus. Imagine how they would 
have resonated with the image of rising water, chok-
ing off the breath of life. Or the suffocating darkness 
of a crowded stall below the decks of the ark. Or the 
anxious uncertainty of Noah and his family as they  

wait for the rains to end and for the beginning of 
their impossible task to start over.  

Imagine how they would have received the end of 
the story, remembering how all of that death and 
chaos in the water, all of that waiting, all of that 
uncertainty was ultimately met with a bright sky, 
painted in a rainbow of everlasting promise and 

unbounded love.  

We approach Good Friday and Easter knowing well 
how the story turns out. We know that life and love 
win in the end. But it’s not hard for us to relate to 
the experience of those on the ark. Or of the first 
disciples on their worst day. We all have known 
times of doubt, fear, and hopelessness. Perhaps 
some of us are experiencing such things today.     
Furthermore, we also know that we live in a world 
filled with heartache, fear, and injustice.  

To you readers who approach this Holy Week with a 
heaviness or an emptiness in your own hearts, I 
hope in these days that you’ll remember the stories 
of the God who knows you and loves you. There is 
healing and hope for you in those words.  

God’s history of saving the world – from a flood, 
from violence, from self-destruction, from sin and 
death – is the heart of faith and the truth of our life. 
This salvation is not only our future, but the present 
we enjoy when we remember who God is, has been, 
and ever promises to be.  

And to us all, we who live in a world that knows too 
much sorrow and suffers too much fear, I hope that 
we’ll be bold enough and courageous enough to tell 
our hurting world this better story. As it lives within 
us, the story of God’s saving love doesn’t belong to 
us. It lives in us that it would live in the world 
through us.  

What a gift and what a joy to be the body of the   
resurrected Christ! 

Grace and Peace, 
Pastor Peder 



Thank you to all those who  
sponsored special gifts during  
the month of February. 
 

Bulletins were given… 
Feb 18:  by Bob and Priscilla Bump in memory of 
Priscilla’s mother, Ann Newcomer. 
Feb 25:  by Paul and Carole Haraldson in celebra-
tion of their 63rd wedding anniversary. 
 

Communion Elements were given… 
Feb 18:  by Bob and Priscilla Bump in memory of 
Priscilla’s mother, Ann Newcomer. 
Feb 25:  by Paul and Carole Haraldson in celebra-
tion of their 63rd wedding anniversary. 
 

Sanctuary lamp was given… 
Feb 18:  by Bob and Priscilla Bump in memory of 
Priscilla’s mother, Ann Newcomer. 
Feb 25:  by Paul and Carole Haraldson in celebra-
tion of their 63rd wedding anniversary. 
 

Sanctuary flowers were given… 
Feb 11:  in honor of Ron Massen’s 86th birthday. 
_________________________________________ 

 
Why don’t we have sanctuary  

flowers during Lent? 
 

You may have noticed that the section to sign up 
for sanctuary flowers has an X through the last 
Sundays of February and through March. After Ash 
Wednesday, we no longer use flowers on the altar 
in observance of this season of solemn and simple 
reflection. We hope the absence of flowers during 
Lent will intensify the resurrection message of the 
Easter flowers when they arrive on Easter Sunday, 
April 1st! 
_________________________________________ 
 

2018 Council and Officers 
 

On Sunday, March 4, we will install the following 
council members and officers: 
President:  Todd Long 
Vice-President:  Cindy Miller 
Secretary:  Donna Millard 
Treasurer:  Tom Matteson 
Council:   
Chris Dieckhoff, Barb  Krattiger, Helen LaBorde, 
Steve Mischka, Julie Neeley 

 

If you need a ride to church or a 
church activity, contact one of our 
“Share-A-Ride” volunteers. 
 

Chairperson:  Jo Pinnow  897-4275 
Doug Bliss    897-4618 
Renata Olsen    558-4969 

If you would like to help out as a driver, 
please call Jo Pinnow at the number above. 

_________________________________________ 
 
 
 
 
We extend our sympathy… 
 
…to Joanne Coplien and family of her mother, Lois 
Horst, who died January 13, 2018. 
 

...to Ron Braun and family of his step-mother,    
Patricia Braun, who died February 15, 2018. 
_________________________________________ 

 
WORDS OF APPRECIATION 

 
Thank you for your $300 donation. We appreciate 
your concern for and willingness to help the home-
less of our area. 

Family Promise of Green County 
 

Thank you for giving to the work of the church 
through your gift of $100 to the Hurricane Harvey 
Disaster Response Fund. Generosity is a sign of the 
fulfillment of the kingdom of God. It is a fruit of 
the Spirit. It is a signal that God is at work in our 
lives. Your open-hearted giving continues to bless 
both our ministry leaders and the ones they serve 
following the upheaval of the hurricane disaster. 
Thank you for your prayers, words of encourage-
ment and giving! With your help, we are making a 
difference in the world. 

Michael Rinehart, Bishop 
Texas-Louisiana Gulf Coast Synod 

 
Thank you to Thrivent members who have  
directed their Choice Dollars™ to Bethlehem 
Church. Directing your funds to Bethlehem helps 
further support our work and ministries. 
 



 

Wednesdays 
We begin with a meal 

at 5:30 

 
In March: 

March 7: Abraham and Sarah Named 
  Genesis 17 
March 14: The Serpent on the Pole 
  Numbers 21:4-9 
March 21: The Passion Story 
March 24-31: Spring Break No Faith Night 
  Easter April 1 
   

Faith    Family    Friends    Fun    Food 
 

Faith Night Meals—we begin our Wednesday 
Faith Night program with a meal. This helps busy 
families attend without having to prepare a meal 
at home beforehand. It’s also a great way to share 
friendship and fellowship with one another. We 
are asking for donations of desserts and fruit such 
as pineapple, grapes, oranges, etc. A signup sheet 
is on the table in the narthex. Thank you! 

___________________________________ 
 

BOOK OF FAITH BIBLE STUDY 
 

We continue to meet each second and fourth 
Monday of the month at 7:00 p.m. We meet in 
member’s homes and locations will be announced 
in church prior to each study. We continue in the 
book of Genesis and find our discussions informa-
tive, lively and  interesting.  Join us! 
_________________________________________ 

 

NEW! The Meaningful Engagement Committee 
(formerly the outreach/mission committee) has 
formed! We had a goal setting meeting on Sunday, 
February 25, and have chosen two areas on which 
to work. Reaching out to the Millennials is a focus 
as well as engaging inactive members to join into 
worship, fellowship and service. We see new 
things happening at Bethlehem and will keep you 
fully informed on “what’s next”. Want a voice in 
this? Contact Pastor Peder or Chris Dieckhoff at 
558-5828, or come to the next meeting after  
worship on March 18 and join us! 

A Season of Hope 
 

As we walk through the season of Lent together, 
we announce to the world that the Hope of Christ 
makes a new season possible. We continue to  
collect items for Personal Care Kits for families in 
need around the world. Simple items can offer 
hope for families coping with war, poverty and  
disaster. 
 

Items included in Personal Care Kits: 
 light-weight bath towel 
 2 bars of soap 
 tooth brush 
 fingernail clippers 
 large-tooth comb 
 

A basket is provided in the narthex for your  
donations. Thank you for your participation! 
_________________________________________ 

 
Women of the ELCA 
Monroe Conference 

 
 
 
 

Spring Business Meeting 
 

Saturday, April 21, 2018 
 

Wiota Lutheran Church 
6682 State Rd 78 North 

Wiota WI 
 

9:30—10:00 a.m.  
Registration 

 

10:00—11:30 a.m. 
Business Meeting 

 

Noon Lunch—$5.00 
Entertainment: The Junction Jammers 

(If you are unable to attend the meeting,  
you are welcome to join us for lunch and  

The Junction Jammers) 



HOLY WEEK WORSHIP SCHEDULE 
 

Palm/Passion Sunday 
March 25—9:00 a.m. 

Palm Branches, Holy Communion 
 

Maundy Thursday 
March 29—7:00 p.m. 

Stripping of Altar, Holy Communion 
 

Good Friday Tenebrae 
March 30—7:00 p.m. 
Service of Darkness 

 
Vigil of Easter 

March 31—7:00 p.m. 
Holy Communion 

 
 
 
 
 
 

YOUR HELP IS REQUESTED 
 

During the Holy Week worship services we 
will need readers and other worship leaders 
to help fill various roles.  
 

Watch for special sign up sheets on the    
table in the narthex and we encourage    
you to sign up to help. 
 

If you have never helped as a worship   
leader, please consider it! We are in need  
of additional worship leaders. Please let  
Pastor Peder know or call/email the church 
office. Your help is greatly appreciated! 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

LENTEN WORSHIP SCHEDULE 
 

Wednesdays in Lent 
 

Lenten worship services are at 6:45. Join us for a  
meal before the service at 5:30 with our Faith Night 
families. 
 

During the Lenten Season we will Journey to the  
Easter Vigil and take a deeper look at the Scriptures 
used during the Easter Vigil service. Make worship a 
priority this Lent as we journey toward the joy of 
Easter Sunday.  

      Easter Flower Order Form—2018 
 

You are invited to help us decorate the chancel for  
Easter Sunday. You may either bring your own flowers 
the Saturday before Easter or purchase through the 
church from Ahrens’ Acres. Please complete the form 
and place in the offering plate or bring to the church 
office. If you are bringing your own, please indicate that 
on the form. Orders must be in by Sunday, March 11.  
 

Double Lily:     $25 
Hydrangeas:     $25 
Azaleas:     $25 
 
Single Lily:               $16 
Daisy Mums:     $16 
Hyacinths:     $16 
Daffodils     $16 
Cineraria      $16 
 
Name: ________________________________________ 
 

Plant Name: ____________________Price: __________ 
 
If in honor or memory, please indicate below. 
 

______________________________________________ 
 
______________________________________________ 
 
______________________________________________ 
 

Easter Sunday is April 1st 
~Please note time change~ 
Worship begins at 8:30 a.m.  
Join us for Easter breakfast  

following worship. 



Would you like to receive synod stories 
of our ministry together, timely news up-
dates and invitations to learning and min-
istry opportunities in synod? If you would 

like to receive What Matters and Walking Togeth-
er: Faith for Our Journey, please go to:  
http://bit.ly/SynodNews 
_________________________________________ 
 

Agrace to Offer Spouse  
Loss Support Group  

 

In March, Agrace will begin a six-week Spouse/
Partner Loss grief support group at its Janesville 
campus, 2901 N. Wright Road. The series is open 
to any adult who is grieving the death of a spouse 
or partner. It meets Tuesdays, March 6 to April 10, 
from 4 p.m. to 6 p.m. Pre-registration is required.  

The fee for this group is waived for people whose 
spouse/partner received hospice care in the past 
12 months. Fees can be lowered or waived for  
others, if needed. For more information or fees 
call Fran at (608) 314-2919 or see:            
agrace.org/griefgroups. 
 

Agrace to Offer Orientation for               
New Volunteers in March 

In March, Agrace Hospice & Palliative Care will 
offer orientation for those interested in brighten-
ing the lives of hospice patients by volunteering. 
Volunteer orientation will be held Monday, March 
12, from 5 p.m. to 9 p.m., at Agrace in Janesville. 
Before they attend orientation, prospective        
volunteers must complete an application and an 
interview process with Agrace’s staff to identify 
skills and interests. Call (608) 314-2922 for an    
application and to register for orientation. 

_________________________________________ 
 

Forgiveness and the Journey of Healing 
Friday, March 16—7pm 

Our Savior’s Lutheran Church  
550 Lincoln Dr, Sun Prairie 

 

Guest speaker: Dr. Robert Enright, author and   
editor of seven books and 150 publications cen-
tered on social development and psychology of 
forgiveness. All are welcome! 

Community Clothes Closet is 
open every Saturday from 
10am—2pm. The Clothes    
Closet is located at the old Power and 
Light Building, 1108 11th St. All items at the Closet 
are free and is staffed by volunteers.  

Healthy Eating, Healthy Living—The Senior Nutri-
tion Program of Green Co. provides balanced  
nutrition to seniors. For a Dining Center reserva-
tion, contact Brodhead Senior Center: 897-4796. 
 

White Gift food pantry hours are from 10—11am 
on the 3rd Saturday of the month. The pantry is 
located behind the Senior Center. If you have a 
need, please contact Vickie Krattiger at 897-6466. 
_________________________________________ 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Better Brodhead’s 5th 
Annual Community Supper 

 
March 19, 2018 

6:00 p.m. 
Brodhead School District Auditoria 

2501 W 5th Ave, Brodhead 
 

Join us for our 5th annual FREE Community       
Supper. 
 
Learn about Better Brodhead’s Drug Prevention 
efforts. 
 
Hear from Brodhead High School Youth2Youth  
students and the positive impact they have in 
school. 
 

This Community Supper is co-sponsored by the 
Brodhead School District and is open to the public. 

The dinner is free of charge. 
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ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 

 

WORSHIP WITH US 
SUNDAY MORNINGS 

AT 9:00 
 
 
 
 

FAITH NIGHT 
WEDNESDAYS 

AT 5:30 

 
 
 
 

Mid-week Wednesday Services 
at 6:45 with meal at 5:30 

 
Holy Week Services 

(All begin at 7:00 p.m.) 
Maundy Thursday—March 29 

Good Friday—March 30 
Easter Vigil—March 31 

 
Easter Sunday—April 1 (8:30 a.m.) 
Easter Breakfast following worship 


