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The liturgical season we are entering is often  

associated with solemn self-reflection and repentance. 

We begin with ashes on our foreheads and a reminder 

of our mortality. We hear prophetic words calling us 

to greater righteousness. Tradition would have us put 

away the “Alleluia” and fast from all things “self-

indulgent.”  

 

It is worth remembering in this often somber season, 

however, that the word “Lent” comes from the Old 

English Lencten, meaning springtime. For Christians in 

the Northern hemisphere, this could simply be a con-

nection to nature’s cycle this time of year. It would be 

fair to say as well that Lencten also implies the return to 

life. Snow and ice melt and return to the soil. That hard, 

frozen soil softens and returns to its state of fertile 

ground. Seeds sprout. Trees blossom. Life returns.  

 

However we understand the word for the season, we 

know that in the end, it is about a return to life. Most 

obvious is the great celebration of Christ’s resurrection, 

but hopefully we too experience a return to life. 

 

The solemn call to repentance is, after all, an invitation 

to return into God’s love and mercy. Likewise, the som-

ber journey towards the cross only leads us to healing 

and wholeness. As a season of preparation and renewal, 

we are right to take Lent seriously as followers of Jesus. 

But as children of God, walking in the way of God’s 

gracious, healing promise, we are just as right to ob-

serve this season with joy. We’ll be doing a bit of both 

throughout the next 6 weeks.  

 

We will gather on Ash Wednesday, March 6 for  

worship at 7:00 PM. Central to this liturgy is our con-

fession that we need God’s grace. We enter the season 

with full recognition of who we are and whose we are. 

That grace then meets us at the table of Christ’s love to 

feed us and send us with nourishment and hope for the 

journey ahead. 

 

For our Midweek Lenten Worship this year, we are  

offering two opportunities on Wednesdays. Come at 

5:00 or 7:00 for  a time of reflection, gospel stor ies, 

and prayers for healing. We’ll be moving through the 

entire gospel of Mark, using a video series of pastor and  

 

 

biblical professor, Phil Ruge-Jones telling the stories 

of Jesus moving in this world, healing the broken and 

restoring communities. It is an opportunity to come 

with your burdens and your pain, to return to the 

words that call us beloved, and to the grace that heals 

us. Worshipers are invited to join the Faith Night 

crowd for fellowship and a meal, served 5:30-6:00. 

 

A special Women’s Service will take place on  

Wednesday, March 13 at 7:00. Planned and led by 

the women of our church, this worship opportunity is 

open to all members and friends of Bethlehem. Please 

join us at 6:00 for a meal of homemade bread, soup, 

and desserts. 

 

Our Sundays will blend the serious and the joyful as we 

remember and rejoice in the call that claims us at the 

baptismal font, gathers us at the table, and sends us to 

share the good news in the world. Amidst our joy in 

God’s grace, we will acknowledge our need for for-

giveness and take seriously Jesus’ most difficult call to 

follow in the way of the cross, reflecting the self-giving 

love of God in a violent and hurting world. We do this, 

as always, together as a beloved community and in the 

presence of a gracious and powerful God. 

 

Finally, our Reconciling in Christ (RIC) leadership 

team will be offering some opportunities during this 

season to lead us further on our journey towards sharing 

God’s radical welcome with all people. Following wor-

ship on March 17, they will host a discussion on the 

film For the Bible Tells Me So, which examines how 

the church has historically (and presently) excluded 

LGBTQIA+ people from God’s community and caused 

harm in society. They will host another discussion on 

March 24 to engage scr ipture passages most often 

cited to defend such exclusion and discrimination. 

Please make these two events part of your Sunday expe-

rience and a part of your observance of Lent, as they 

will help us to live into our calling as the Body of 

Christ, restoring communities to wholeness and pro-

claiming the joy of God gathering all people into God’s 

healing embrace. 
 

Grace and Peace, 

Pastor Peder 



Thank you to all those who  
sponsored special gifts during  
the month of February. 
 

 

Bulletins were given… 
February 3: by Keith and Deb Malcook in celebra-
tion of their wedding anniversary. 
 

Communion elements were given… 
February 3: by Keith and Deb Malcook in celebra-
tion of their wedding anniversary. 
 

Sanctuary lamp was given... 
February 3: by Keith and Deb Malcook in celebra-
tion of their wedding anniversary. 
 

Sanctuary flowers were given… 
February 3: in celebration of Louie Haraldson’s 
94th birthday and great-grandson, Ivar Spring’s 6th 
birthday. 
February 10: in celebration of Ronald Massen’s 
87th birthday on February 9th by his children and 
grandchildren. 
 

Reminder:  You may have noticed that the section 
to sign up for sanctuary flowers has an X through 
the Sundays in March and part of April. After Ash 
Wednesday we no longer use flowers in the sanc-
tuary in observance of this season of solemn and 
simple reflection. We hope the absence of flowers 
during Lent will intensify the resurrection message 
of the Easter flowers when they arrive on Easter 
Sunday, April 21st! If you would like to remember 
or honor a loved one during Lent, you may still 
give bulletins, communion elements or sanctuary 
lamp. 
_________________________________________ 
 

 
 

 
 

 

Hazel M. Whitehead 
February 11, 2019 

 

The funeral was February 18, 2019 at Bethlehem 
Church. 
 
 

If you need a ride to church or a 
church activity, contact one of our  
“Share-A-Ride” volunteers. 

 

Doug Bliss    897-4618 
Renata Olsen    558-4969 
_________________________________________ 

 
Expressions of Gratitude 

 

Thank you—Since 2010, over $414 million has 
been distributed to thousands of churches, 
schools, and other nonprofits through Thrivent 
Choice®. Through this program, eligible members 
can make an impact by recommending where 
Thrivent donates its charitable outreach dollars 
each year. We are excited to share, Bethlehem  
Lutheran Church received $2,052 in charitable  
outreach funding in 2018. Thank you to all the 
members who have directed their Thrivent 
Choice® funds to Bethlehem! 
 
The Hazel Whitehead family would like to thank 
the women of the church for all their work  
involved with any food provided and for serving 
the luncheon following Mom’s funeral. 
_________________________________________ 

 

 
 
 
Due to privacy laws, the church office is not        
informed of hospitalizations unless you grant  
permission for the medical facility to notify us. If 
you would like a visit or prayer, please let us know 
when you will be going into the hospital or have a 
family member notify us. Also, if you have dropped 
your land line or changed your phone number or 
email address, please let us know.  
_________________________________________ 
 

“A pastor described Ash Wednesday as the point 
you can pinch in the middle of a long piece of rib-
bon, such that when you lift it high, the two ends 
— one symbolizing our baptism and the other, our 
funeral — meet and touch. We come from dust 
and will return to dust, but we also 
come from God and will return to God. 
Ash Wednesday reminds us that we’re 
always safe in God’s love.”  
 



Faith Night is Wednesdays  
beginning at 5:30 with a  
family meal; afterwards we 
break for a time of learning, 
crafting and lots of fun. This 
is what we’ve got planned 

for March! 

 

March 6—Ash Wednesday Children’s Service (Faith 
Night ends at 6:45/Ash Wed worship 7:00) 

March 13—Symbols of Lent (Faith Night ends at 
6:45/Women’s Service 7:00/All are invited) 

March 20—No Faith Night – Spring Break 

March 27—Jewish Marketplace (Faith Night ends 
at 6:45/Lent Services 5:00 & 7:00) 

_________________________________________ 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Ash Wednesday—March 6th 
7:00 p.m. 
Holy Communion, Imposition of Ashes 
 
Women’s Service 
March 13—7:00 p.m. 
The women will serve a special meal at 
6:00 
All are invited for the meal and service. 
 
Lenten Wednesdays—March 20—27 
Worship at 5:00 p.m. & 7:00 p.m. 
5:30 Lent Meal with Faith Night Families 
 
Note:  Beginning March 20 and for the remainder 
of the Lenten Wednesday services, two worship 
times will be offered for those who don’t like  
to be out later in the evening. Service times will 
be 5:00 p.m. and 7:00 p.m. We hope you will 
make worship an important part of your Lenten 
journey. 

A Season of Hope 
 

As we walk together through the season of Lent, 
we announce to the world that the Hope of Christ 
makes a new season possible. We will again collect 
items for Lutheran World Relief Personal Care Kits 
for families in need around the world. Simple 
items can offer hope for families coping with war, 
poverty and disaster.  
 

Items included in Personal Care Kits: 
 light-weight bath towel 
 2 bars of soap 
 tooth brush 
 fingernail clippers 
 large-tooth comb 
A basket is provided in the narthex for your dona-
tions. Thank you for participating! 
 

 

EASTER FLOWER ORDER FORM - 2019 
 
You are invited to help us decorate the chancel for Easter 
Sunday. You may either bring your own flowers the Sat-
urday before Easter or purchase through the church from 
Ahrens’ Acres. Please complete the form and place in the 
offering plate or bring to the church office. If you are 
bringing your own, please indicate that on the form.  
Deadline to order is Sunday, April 7. 
 
Double Lily             $25 
Hydrangeas             $25 
Azaleas              $25 
 

Single Lily             $16 
Daisy Mums             $16 
Hyacinths             $16 
Daffodils             $16 
Cineraria             $16 
 

Name:_________________________________________ 
 
Plant Name:  _____________________  Price:  ________ 
 
If in honor or memory of someone, please print that info 
here. 
______________________________________________ 
 
______________________________________________ 
 
______________________________________________



Stay Connected To Synod Happenings, 
News, & Events!  

Grow in your faith and leadership!  Stay con-
nected to exciting events and stories of our 

faith in action in our synod!  To sign up for synod news, 
please email Assistant to the Bishop for Media, Com-
munications & Leadership Development, Deacon Vicki 
Hanrahan at vickih@scsw-elca.org to be added to 
“What Matters.”   

_________________________________________ 
 

PENNIES FOR A PURPOSE 
We continue to collect donations of your 
spare pennies to help women in the 

Brodhead community. A container is in the narthex 
for your donations. Thank you for sharing! 
_________________________________________ 

 
AGRACE SEEKS VOLUNTEERS IN ROCK COUNTY  

 

Agrace Hospice & Palliative Care is seeking         
volunteers in Rock County to visit local hospice  
patients or help at its Janesville thrift store. Volun-
teer orientation is scheduled for Monday, March 
25, from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. at Agrace in Janesville. 
Before volunteers attend orientation, they will 
complete an application and interview about their 
skills and interests. Call (608) 314-2922 to register. 
_________________________________________ 
 
Are You Interested in Volunteering at YOUR Syn-
od Office? It's easy and fun and you can sign-up  
below. If you have questions please call Robyn 
Zimmerman at the synod office, 608.270-0201.   
 

http://signup.com/go/urPBwwv                                 
General Office Volunteer Work 
 

Your synod staff would love the chance to get to 
know you and this a fun way to do just that. You 
choose the hours you are able to help.  
_________________________________________ 

 

“The birth of Christ brought God 

to us, but it took the cross of 
Christ to bring us to God.”  

 

Community Clothes Closet is 
open every Saturday from 
10am—2pm. The Clothes    
Closet is located at the old Power and 
Light Building, 1108 11th St. All items at the Closet 
are free and is staffed by volunteers.  

Healthy Eating, Healthy Living—The Senior Nutri-
tion Program of Green Co. provides balanced  
nutrition to seniors. For a Dining Center reserva-
tion, contact Brodhead Senior Center: 897-4796. 
 

White Gift food pantry hours are from 10—11am 
on the 3rd Saturday of the month. The pantry is 
located behind the Senior Center. If you have a 
need, please contact Vickie Krattiger at 897-6466. 
_________________________________________ 
 

QUILTS AND CARE KITS REACH  
FAMILIES IN GEORGIA 

 

In 2018 alone, more than 47,500 LWR Mission 
Quilts, Personal Care Kits, School Kits and Baby 
Care Kits reached families in the country of Geor-
gia. Families here struggle with high levels of  
unemployment and have endured periods of  
violent conflict since the country established  
independence from the Soviet Union in 1991. 
 

...Irakli Saralidze, program manager at Union of 
Investments in Humanitarian Projects—known as 
UHIP—shared that “Commodities like quilts can be 
hard to find locally, and all of these people are 
very poor, so this support really helps them save 
money to cover their immediate needs.” 
 

“We are so grateful for your collaboration that  
allows us to reach vulnerable people in Georgia,” 
says Irakli. Thank you for your gifts and love that 
make this ministry possible! 
 

(Portions of this article are from Faith in Action, a 
newsletter especially for LWR Quilters and Kit 
Makers and was submitted by Noah Steinberg-Di 
Stefano, Program Associate for Emergency Opera-
tions & Logistics) 
 

Note:  During Lent we will be collecting items for 
Personal Care Kits. See article with supplies need-
ed on previous page.  

mailto:vickih@scsw-elca.org
http://signup.com/go/urPBwwv
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Office Hours: Monday—Thursday 8am—1pm 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 

WORSHIP WITH US 

SUNDAY MORNINGS 

AT 9:00 
Wednesdays in Lent 

Ash Wednesday—7:00pm 
March 6th 
 
March 13—7:00pm 
Women’s Service 
Meal—6:00pm 
 
March 20—27 
Worship 5:00 & 7:00pm 
5:30 Lent Meal with Faith 
Night 

Join us! 


