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We are in the season of Lent once again.  
 

Liturgically speaking, Lent is the season which spans 
from Ash Wednesday to Easter. It is 40 days (plus 
Sundays - which are always a celebration of the resur-
rection) of devotion, discipline, and preparation for the 
celebration of Christ’s resurrection. 
 

Historically, new members to the Christian faith would 
receive special instruction during this time and be wel-
comed into the Church through baptism on Easter Vigil. 
This is still a common practice in some churches, par-
ticularly among Roman Catholics. 
 

Lent receives its name from the Old English word for 
“springtime.” Perhaps this is simply due to the season-
al climate in the northern hemisphere during the 
months leading to Easter, but there is some poetic 
beauty to this linguistic connection. Spring evokes a 
warming, a renewal, a return of life. By taking its name 
from springtime, Lent implies the seasonal tasks of cul-
tivating and nurturing. 
 

How are we doing with that? How do we, as a congre-
gation, cultivate and nurture one another as we focus 
our spirits on the Lenten disciplines of prayer, devo-
tion, and generosity? How are we doing at engaging 
with one another and with our faith as we prepare 
again to celebrate the resurrection and live a resurrect-
ed life as the body of Christ? 
 

Those are some of the questions I have been asking 
myself and our worship committee as we prepare for 
this “high holy season.” It is not to say that we are  
doing anything wrong in our current worship practice, 
but to inspire new thinking – perhaps some experimen-
tation – in how we engage one another, the God who 
gathers us, and the love that greets us in God’s word 
and sacraments. 
 

The stories of this season are at once deeply personal 
and communal. In John’s gospel, we will meet Nicode-
mus who inquires about rebirth in the Spirit. We will 
encounter a lonely woman at a well. We will witness a  
man’s sight restored, and a community challenged by 
the audacity of Jesus’ mercy. We will remember the  

 

time that Jesus wept with his friends as Lazarus lay 
dead in a tomb. Genesis and Exodus also provide 
some powerful stories of faith, hope, and promise 
at the heart of God’s community. 

 

This season is a time for us to invite more intimacy  
and community as we worship, as we remember our 
baptism, and look to the future hope that is Christ’s 
resurrection. To this effect, we will do things differently 
for the five weeks of Lenten worship. 
 

First, we are changing the seating arrangement. One of 
the benefits to the design of our sanctuary is the ability 
to seat everyone in the chancel area. There will be two 
rows of pews in a diamond shape, providing ample 
seating for all. This will mean sitting somewhere new – 
I know! *gasp* – and while it may initially be outside  
of your comfort zone, know that you are in good com-
pany. We are all in this together. Just consider it as if 
we were gathering in a different, temporary sanctuary. 
You can return to your regular place on Palm Sunday, I 
promise. We hope the closeness and the new visual 
perspective of our beautiful congregation and sanctu-
ary will bear fruit as we connect with one another in 
worship. 
 

Second, with being gathered more closely and being 
able to see one another, there will be opportunity for 
engaging the word by engaging the sermon. I’ll get us 
started and lead us to a conclusion, but I hope for 
some dialogue in the middle. For some, this may be 
intriguing and a fulfilling experience. For others who 
prefer to listen, we hope it can be an opportunity to 
hear from faith voices of your neighbor and observe 
ways we all might talk about faith beyond these walls. 
You will not be made or expected to speak (we won’t 
have time to hear from everyone anyway) but you are 
invited. I will provide some material to reflect on for 
the week ahead.  
 

The rest of the liturgy will be familiar, and will guide us 
through this familiar season.  
 

Grace and peace, 
 

Pastor Peder 



 
Thank you to all those who  
sponsored special gifts during  
the month of February: 
 
 

Bulletins were given… 
Feb 2: in honor of Louie Haraldson’s 95th birthday 
and great-grandson Ivar’s 7th birthday. 
Feb 9: by the family of Ronald Massen in  
celebration of his 88th birthday. 
Feb 16: by the family of Louie and Carole  
Haraldson in celebration of their 65th wedding  
anniversary. 
 

Communion Elements were given… 
Feb 2: in honor of Louie Haraldson’s 95th birthday 
and great-grandson Ivar’s 7th birthday. 
Feb 9: by the family of Ronald Massen in  
celebration of his 88th birthday. 
Feb 16: by the family of Louie and Carole  
Haraldson in celebration of their 65th wedding  
anniversary. 
 

Sanctuary lamp… 
Feb 2: in honor of Louie Haraldson’s 95th birthday 
and great-grandson Ivar’s 7th birthday. 
Feb 9: by the family of Ronald Massen in  
celebration of his 88th birthday. 
Feb 16: by the family of Louie and Carole  
Haraldson in celebration of their 65th wedding  
anniversary. 
 

Sanctuary flowers... 
Feb 2: in honor of Louie Haraldson’s 95th birthday 
and great-grandson Ivar’s 7th birthday. 
Feb 9: by the family of Ronald Massen in  
celebration of his 88th birthday. 
Feb 16: by the family of Louie and Carole  
Haraldson in celebration of their 65th wedding  
anniversary. 

 

Note:  After Ash Wednesday we no longer use 
flowers in the sanctuary in observance of Lent, 

the season of solemn and simple reflection. We 
hope the absence of flowers during Lent will inten-
sify the resurrection message of the Easter flowers 
when they appear Easter Sunday, April 12th!  
If you would like to remember or honor a loved 
one during Lent, you may still sponsor bulletins, 
communion elements or sanctuary lamp. 

EXPRESSIONS OF GRATITUDE 
 

Dear friends at BLC—Just a note of thanks for  
all of the prayers, flowers, cards and texts. Your 
kindness was very appreciated as I was healing, 
especially during the first two weeks. 
Blessings to all—Pam McKay 
 
Kirsten and Donors—I would like to thank you for 
all the hygiene products and other items you have 
donated. Through your generosity the supplies 
have helped many students and families. The 
items have been utilized throughout the school 
year and the backpack program. The staff and I 
truly appreciate everything you have done for the 
children. We are so very grateful.  
With gratitude—Nurse Laura 
Note: The items donated to the schools have been 
purchased through the Pennies for a Purpose do-
nations. We would like to thank all the members of 
BLC for their continued support of this important 
ministry. 
 
Thank you to the Bethlehem members who have 
directed their Thrivent Choice Dollars® to Bethle-
hem Church.  By directing Choice Dollars® through 
Thrivent Choice, you are helping to further support 
the important work and ministries at Bethlehem. 
_________________________________________ 
 
 
 
 
Due to privacy laws, the church is not informed of 
hospitalizations, etc. unless you grant permission 
for them to notify us. If you would like a visit or 
prayer, please let us know when you will be going 
into the hospital or nursing facility or have a family 
member notify us. 
 
Also, if you have dropped your land line or 
changed your phone number or email address, 
please let us know so we can keep our records up 
to date. 
_________________________________________ 

 

Remember to turn your clocks forward 
1 hour Saturday night March 7th.  
Daylight Saving Time begins March 8th! 



 
Wednesdays 5:30—7:00 

 
Each night begins with a meal that is served from 
5:30 to 6:00. All are welcome!! Lessons begin after 
the meal.  
 

Lenten Wednesdays, March 4—April 1 
Lenten schedule: 
 5:00   Lenten Worship 
 5:30  Meal and Fellowship 
 6:00—7:00  Faith Night Activities 

 

Note: There is no Faith Night March 18—it is 
Spring Break. 

 

We hope you will join us and be part of the fun! 
_________________________________________ 

 

Calling all Choir Members  
or those who just love to sing! 

 

We would like to get a group together to sing on 
Easter Sunday. If you would be interested in being 
part of the Easter Choir please see Helen LaBorde. 
We will hold a short practice following worship 
on Sunday, March 8th.  

We’d love for you to join us! 
_________________________________________ 
 

Monroe Conference Women of the ELCA 
Spring Business Meeting 

April 18, 2020 
 

The spring meeting of the Monroe Conference is 
Saturday, April 18, at New Hope Lutheran Church 
at the Hollandale Campus. It is handicapped acces-
sible. Registration begins at 9am with the meeting 
to begin at 9:30. We will let you know if the site 
needs to be changed to Blanchardville due to  
remodeling timeline. 
 

Following lunch we’ll have “AH HA MOMENTS”; 
sharing project ideas, etc. Lunch is $5.00, plus a 
free-will offering will be taken to support our  
Monroe Conference. Everyone is invited to attend! 

 

Hear updates from our SWO liaison on how church 
women are giving and helping both locally and 
globally. 

A Season of Hope 
 

As we walk together through the season of Lent, 
we announce to the world that the hope of Christ 
makes a new season possible. We will again collect 
items for Lutheran World Relief Personal Care Kits 
for families where needed most. Simple items can 
offer hope for families coping with war, poverty 
and disaster.  
 

Items included in Personal Care Kits: 
 light-weight bath towel (dark colors) 
 2 bars of soap (in original wrapper) 
 tooth brush (in original wrapper) 
 fingernail clippers 
 large-tooth comb (we have enough combs) 
 

A basket is provided in the narthex for your dona-
tions. It’s a small way to make a big difference! 

 

EASTER FLOWER ORDER FORM - 2020 
 

You are invited to help us decorate the chancel with 
beautiful flowers for Easter Sunday. You may either bring 
your own* the Saturday before Easter or purchase 
through the church from Ahrens Acres. Please complete 
the form and place in the offering plate or bring to the 
church office.  
*If you are bringing your own, indicate that on the form.  
Deadline to order is Sunday, March 29th. 
 
Double Lily             $25 
Hydrangeas             $25 
Azaleas              $25 
 

Single Lily             $16 
Daisy Mums             $16 
Hyacinths             $16 
Daffodils             $16 
Cineraria             $16 
 

Name:_________________________________________ 
 
Plant Name:  _____________________  Price:  ________ 
 
If in honor or memory of someone, please print that info 
here. 
______________________________________________ 
 
______________________________________________ 
 
______________________________________________



A Note about Pastoral Sabbatical  

As was reported at the annual meeting, I will be taking a pastoral sabbatical this summer. There is still some planning to 

be done with the executive committee and more specific details about this arrangement will be shared at a later date.  

In the meantime, here are a few answers to some of the more frequent questions that have been raised. 

What is a pastoral sabbatical? The practice of Sabbatical has its foundation in the bible – think Sabbath – and encour-

ages an extended period of time for rest, renewal, and revitalization. The ELCA encourages this practice for the health 

and benefit of both the pastor and the congregation. Our synod guidelines for compensation (under which all pastoral 

calls are structured) recommend a paid sabbatical leave of three months every 4-7 years. This summer will mark the 

end of my 10th year as your pastor.  

Why should a pastor take a sabbatical? From synod guidelines, “A Sabbatical Leave is a significant time away from 

congregational responsibilities; a time to receive, to be nurtured, to dig deeper into yourself, your relationship with 

God, and your own roots and stories, so that you can be renewed, refreshed, and revitalized by the breath of God. This 

extended time for revitalization, renewal, and study is vital for healthy leaders.” I truly enjoy being a pastor – being 

your pastor here at Bethlehem – and it is my hope that this time apart will allow me to focus on some areas of my life 

(physical, spiritual, relational) that are often neglected due to the ongoing nature of full-time ministry. The intent of 

sabbatical is to lead me into another season of ministry with you all, feeling refreshed, grounded, and more energized 

for the work we are doing together. 

When will this happen and for how long? My sabbatical will begin after Pentecost, probably early June, with my return 

to full-time ministry in mid-late August. Our synod recommends a length of 12 weeks. 

What will you be doing? Following the advice of mentors and colleagues, I will avoid placing too much structure on  

this period of time, allowing for freedom and flexibility. I will, however, be identifying some areas of need (for growth, 

renewal, etc.) and creating some retreat time for intentional study, exploration, and practice. I look forward to wor-

shipping with colleagues and visiting other ministries, knowing that I can learn from the experiences. I look forward to 

greater availability to my family and personal interests, knowing that self-care and strengthening my relationships as a 

husband, father, brother and son will help me immeasurably to be a healthy leader in a long-term call. My family will 

do some travelling but mostly will enjoy the summer in our lovely community here. While I will be intentional about 

staying away from “work” during this time of leave, I expect that we may see each other out and about.  

Who will be our pastor while you are away? That’s a great question! I have excellent and supportive colleagues nearby 

who are committed to support pastoral needs as they arise: hospitalizations, pastoral emergencies, funerals, etc. The 

closest ELCA pastors are Rev. Matt Poock at St. John’s in Evansville, and Rev. Ken Schaub (interim) at Orfordville Luther-

an. St. John’s also has a full-time vicar (seminary intern) available to assist as needed. As for Sunday mornings, these 

plans are yet to be made. There will surely be some pulpit supply from among the usual guest preachers. We are also 

exploring ways that the congregation can carry this ministry of worship on its own for some of the weeks. We have ex-

cellent lay leadership and this is an opportunity not only for my renewal but for the congregation to explore its own 

strengths and gifts for ministry.  

Thank you for your curiosity and attention to this. I hope the information above is helpful. I will share more about my 

upcoming sabbatical each month as more plans are made and more questions arise. Until then, feel free to reach out 

to me or the executive committee if you have any questions, concerns, or suggestions.  

Peace, 

Pastor Peder 



Stay Connected To Synod Happenings, 
News, & Events!  

Grow in your faith and leadership!  Stay con-
nected to exciting events and stories of our 

faith in action in our synod!  To sign up for synod news, 
please email Assistant to the Bishop for Media, Com-
munications & Leadership Development, Deacon Vicki 
Hanrahan at vickih@scsw-elca.org to be added to 
“What Matters.”   

_________________________________________ 
 

PENNIES FOR A PURPOSE 
We continue to collect donations of your 
spare pennies to help women in the 

Brodhead community. A container is in the narthex 
for your donations. Thank you for sharing! 
_________________________________________ 
 

Agrace Offers “Bridges Support Group”  
in Janesville  

 

Bridges Grief Support Group for grieving adults 
meets every other Tuesday at Agrace, 2901 N. 
Wright Road, Janesville. In March, meetings are 
March 3, 17 and 31, from 9 a.m. to 10:30 a.m. No 
advance registration is needed, and participants 
may attend as often as they feel the need for sup-
port. Call (608) 327-7118 with questions. 
_________________________________________ 
 

Agrace Seeks Volunteers in Rock County  
 

Agrace is seeking volunteers to visit local hospice 
patients or help at its Janesville thrift store. Volun-
teer orientation is March 12, from 1 p.m. to 3 p.m., 
at Agrace in Janesville. Before attending orienta-
tion, volunteers must complete an application and 
interview. Call (608) 327-7163 or visit agrace.org/
volunteer to apply and register. 

_________________________________________ 
 

Spring Christian Women’s Luncheon 
Thursday, March 19—11:30 a.m. 
Brodhead UCC, E201 23rd Street 

 

The Brodhead UCC Women’s Guild would like to 
cordially invite all ladies to their Spring Luncheon 
featuring soups, salads and desserts. Karissa and 
Julie Carlson will be sharing favorite songs. RSVP 
by March 15 to the church office, 897-2917 or 
email kscott@phatfly.com 

Community Clothes Closet is 
open every Saturday from 
10am—2pm. The Clothes    
Closet is located at the old Power and 
Light Building, 1108 11th St. All items at the Closet 
are free and is staffed by volunteers.  
 

Healthy Eating, Healthy Living—The Senior Nutri-
tion Program of Green Co. provides balanced  
nutrition to seniors. For a Dining Center reserva-
tion, contact Brodhead Senior Center: 897-4796. 
 

White Gift food pantry hours are from 10—11am 
on the 3rd Saturday of the month. The pantry is 
located behind the Senior Center. If you have a 
need, please contact Vickie Krattiger at 897-6466. 
_____________________________________________ 
 

USDA Rural Development 
Financing Availability 

 
Does your home need a new furnace or roof? Does 
your home need accessibility accommodations? 
Are you tired of renting? Do you want to own your 
home? 
 
If you answered yes to any of these questions, 
USDA Rural Development may be able to help.  
Rural Development has funding available to  
purchase and repair homes in eligible rural com-
munities. Interest rates range between 1—3%. 
Grants for repairs may be available to income  
eligible households over the age of 62. For more 
information, contact USDA Rural Development at: 
608-935-2791, ext. 4. Additional information is 
also available at www.rd.usda.gov/wi. 
USDA Rural Development is an equal opportunity 
provider, lender and employer. 
 
Applications for home repairs or home loans are on 
the table in the narthex. 
_________________________________________ 
 

A prayer for Lent 
 

Holy Spirit, show each of us someone who needs a 
friendly word, a kind smile, a gentle touch; may we 
share your love with all we meet.  Amen. 

 

mailto:vickih@scsw-elca.org
http://www.agrace.org/volunteer
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Synod’s Cultural Immersion Program Was Transformative!   (Part 1 of 2) 
 By Deacon Vicki Hanrahan with Reflection by Rev. Peder Johanson 

 

Recently, our partner, the Caribbean Synod of the ELCA 

and the South-Central Synod of Wisconsin sponsored a  

cultural immersion program.  From January 24 to February 1, 

Director for Evangelical Mission, Rev. Walter Baires and six 

pastors from our synod were immersed in a one-of-kind  

experience.  With bilinqual bible and notebook in hand, 

they travelled to San Juan to immerse in a cultural experi-

ence where they would hone their Spanish reading and 

speaking skills.  Together they worshipped and broke bread 

with our friends from the Caribbean synod, and learned 

about Latin-American cultures, learned to lead scripture, 

prayer, and liturgy in Spanish. 

   

Thank you to these congre-

gations that sent your pas-

tors!  They are enriched and 

enlivened by this unique 

program.   

Here’s a reflection from the 

Rev. Peder Johanson,  

pastor of Bethlehem Luther-

an Church in Brodhead. 

“I had a wonderful and 

productive time in the pro-

gram. I found myself challenged in many ways - my various degrees of privilege 

among them. It was humbling to receive the gracious hospitality of the people of 

the island while they go through all that has troubled their communities and their 

lives. The witness of the church in this place is an inspiration and I am grateful to 

have been fed by them. The classes and instruction were excellent, and I would 

recommend the program to anyone. 

I left Puerto Rico with a newfound confidence in speaking the Spanish language - 

even if I don't fully understand all the words on the page before me. I could feel 

my competence in reading aloud, leading liturgy, and engaging in casual con- 

versation increasing each day. It is amazing what an immersion and daily practice can do for the brain! 

 

In my local context, we are forming relationships with a large local Mexican immigrant community. We have 

hosted some events for their benefit and developed enough trust that they have asked to use our building on 

several occasions for their community's needs. From this learning experience, I feel I can provide better hospitali-

ty in welcoming our neighbors and serving them in a pastoral capacity. I feel confident that I/we could take the 

next step in inviting/nurturing some opportunities for bilingual prayer/worship in our church. 

 

I sincerely thank all who made this program a possibility through planning, organizing, and funding.”   

Worship service with the wonderful people of El  

Redentor Lutheran Church in San Juan.  

First row left to right: Pastors Stacy Gahlman-Schroeder 

(Norway Grove, DeForest); Rev. Lisa Nelson (St Mark’s, 

Madison), Rev. Walter Baires, DEM & Synod Staff; Rev. 

Diana Ceballos (Pastor serving at Redeemer); Rev. Pe-

ter Beeson (St. John’s Madison); Rev. Peder  

Johanson (Bethlehem, Brodhead);  Second row same 

order: Rev. John Worzala Dumke (Luther Memorial, 

Madison) and Rev.  John Twiton (Evangelical,  

Mount Horeb) 

~ Rev. Peder Johanson  

reads scripture in Spanish for 

a sermon he prepared~ 



Bethlehem Lutheran Church 
405 E 9th Avenue 
Brodhead WI 53520 
Phone:  608-897-2341 
Email:   office@bethlehembrodhead.org 
              pastor@bethlehembrodhead.org 
Web: www.bethlehembrodhead.org 

 

www.facebook.com/blcbrodhead 
 
@blcbrodhead 

 
Worship:  Sundays at 9:00 a.m. 
Family Faith Night: Wednesdays at 5:30 p.m. 
                                  September through April 
Office Hours: Monday—Thursday 8am—1pm 

 

 

 

March 2020 
 
 

 

 

 

 

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED Bethlehem Lutheran Church welcomes everyone because Jesus         
welcomes everyone, and loves them unconditionally. Liberated by the 
good news that nourishes us through scripture and at the communion 
table, we are free to extend God’s radical welcome to all people. You are 
welcome here, whatever your age, ability, social and economic class, 
race, culture, language, sexual orientation, gender identity, gender 
expression, or whatever other distinctions make you who you are. We 
embrace you as a whole person, wonderfully and beautifully made by 
God. We embrace your questions, your complexities, and your gifts. 
Gathered and sustained by God’s love, we will strive to live as a        
reconciling people, in our life together and in our witness to the world. 

Worship with us 

Sundays at 9:00 a.m. 

Faith Night 
Wednesdays    

beginning at 5:30 

 

Lenten Worship 
 

Wednesdays 
March 4—April 1 

 

5:00  Worship  
5:30  Meal & Fellowship 
6:00-7:00 Faith Night 
                  Activities 
 

Make worship a part of  
your Lenten journey. 


