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Be not afraid, sing out for joy! Christ is  
risen, alleluia! (ELW #388) 
 

This has been our call to worship during 
this season of Easter and a gathering song 
for our children at Faith Night for the last 
two months. I can’t tell you how many 
times I’ve sung it at church, with my child, 
or in my head over those weeks (it’s a lot!) 
but I have yet to tire of it. What better 
words to resonate in our ears, our minds, 
and our hearts? 
 

If you’ve missed it on a Sunday morning or 
Wednesday night, I will tell you now that 
these words are an adaptation of the an-
gelic greeting to the women at the empty 
tomb. This is (more or less) what was spo-
ken to Jesus’ most faithful disciples in their 
hopeless grief, their defeat, and their des-
pair. They arrived that morning, expecting 
to anoint the body of their beloved Jesus. 
To give him a proper burial and find some 
peace amidst all they had lost. Instead, 
they see a stone rolled away. They encoun-
ter an angel of heaven. And they hear the 
command to take courage, to tell the good 
news with joy, and to give God praise. 
 

These words not only announce the resur-
rection, but give life to Christ’s church. 
Those women overcame their fears, they 
told their story with grace and hope, and 
the world is still rejoicing.  
 

We are rejoicing! We are sharing in the 

Word of God and in the Meal of the risen 
Christ. We are gathering as the baptized to 
rise anew into the life for which we are re-
deemed by God’s grace and sent into the 
world! Despite all that would discourage 

our witness and our work as a church, we 
carry on with courage and joy, remember-
ing that Christ is alive and is ever on the 
way before us. 
 

As the Easter season draws to a close, we’ll 
pick another way to begin our worship, but 
it’s my hope that this song will plant itself 
in your hearts and minds and that you’ll 
find yourself humming the tune or singing 
the words when you least expect to,  
because we should never forget the joy 
that meets our fears and doubts. We 
should never forget the story of Christ’s  
victory over death and despair. We should 
never forget that we are the people em-
powered by God’s grace to bless the world 
with this good news.  
 

Dear church, what a gift it is to receive the 
gospel and to share it with joy! Thank you 
for all the ways you support each other in 
ministry, and for all the ways you bear the 
heart of Christ in a world that so often dis-
courages hope. Let’s keep rejoicing and 
let’s keep singing to each other and to the 
world: Be not afraid. Sing out for joy! Christ 
is risen, alleluia! 
 

Grace and Peace, 
Pastor Peder 



Thank you to all those who  
sponsored special gifts during  
the month of April. 
 

Bulletins were given… 
April 22:  by Bob and Priscilla Bump in memory of 
Ann Newcomer’s birthday. 
 

Communion elements were given… 
April 8:  in honor of Judie Erickson for her  
birthday. 
April 22:  in honor of Helen LaBorde for her  
birthday. 
 

Sanctuary lamp was given… 
April 22:  by Bob and Priscilla Bump in memory of 
Ann Newcomer’s birthday. 
 

Sanctuary flowers were given… 
April 1:  by members of Bethlehem Church who 
donated beautiful Easter plants for the Easter   
garden. 
April 29:  by Julie Neeley in honor of Yvonne   
Massen for her 80th birthday. 
_________________________________________ 

 
CARPET FUND UPDATE 

GOAL: $7,610 
at printing       

TOTAL DONATIONS: $7,863 
Thank you all for your  
generous donations! 

 

_________________________________________ 
 

COUNCIL MINUTES 
 

The Bethlehem Council meets the first Monday of 
the month. At the meeting, the minutes from the 
previous month are approved with any corrections 
or revisions that may be needed. After they are 
approved, they are then sent to the secretary to 
make copies and place on the table in the narthex. 
Members of Bethlehem are welcome to pick up a 
copy. 
_________________________________________ 
 
Newsletter deadline is Monday, May 14th.        
Remember June & July Beacons are combined so 
please have information in for both months. 
 
 

If you need a ride to church or a 
church activity, contact one of our 
“Share-A-Ride” volunteers. 
 

 
Chairperson:  Jo Pinnow  897-4275 
Doug Bliss    897-4618 
Renata Olsen    558-4969 

If you would like to help out as a driver, 
please call Jo Pinnow at the number above. 

_________________________________________ 
 

WORDS OF APPRECIATION 
 

Thank you for joining our mission of “Building 
lives in Christ”. Your recent financial gift of $400 in 
support of Lutherdale’s ministry is a wonderful 
blessing and greatly appreciated...Thank you for 
being a faithful supporter of Lutherdale’s ministry. 
             −Jeffrey A Bluhm, Executive Director 
 
Skaalen Nursing and Rehabilitation Center grate-
fully acknowledges your gift of $400. Thank you for 
this gift that will help us care for all who reside 
here for years to come.  
                            − Kris Krentz, President/CEO 
 
Thank you for for your $100 donation. 

−Family Promise of Green County 

 
Thank you for your kind donation to SARP. It will 
go to good use. We will purchase some journals for 
our clients along with a couple of gas cards that 
helps them out greatly. We appreciate your sup-
port!  
    −Kristy Schindler, Asst Director & the SARP team 
(This note is in response to the $86 sent from our Lenten Alms 
Wooden Plate offering for Sexual Assault Recovery Program.) 

 
Thank you to Bethlehem Thrivent Financial  
members who have directed their Choice Dollars® 
to Bethlehem Church. These gifts help to further 
support the ministries of our congregation. 
 
I want to thank the people who have called or 
stopped in to see me since my two recent 
hospitalizations. I appreciate it greatly. God bless 
you!                     −Dan Fisher 



Red geraniums for  
Pentecost Sunday  

 

We will again decorate the sanctuary with red  
geraniums on Pentecost Sunday, May 20th. If you 
would like to either purchase red geraniums 
through the church or bring your own, please sign 
up at the table in the narthex. You may sign up for 
4 ½” size for $4.65 or 7 ½ size for $10. Why not  
order a couple plants – one to leave at church and 
one to take and plant at home to remind you of 
the Holy Spirit at work in your life and the life of 
Bethlehem Church! Geraniums will be purchased 
through Ahren’s Acres.  
Deadline to sign up is Sunday, May 6th.   
_________________________________________ 
 

Book of Faith Breaks for the Summer 
 

Book of Faith Bible study group will hold their last 
meeting on Monday, May 14, at 7:00 p.m. We 
will not meet again until the fall. We had a great 
time learning and sharing and look forward to  
returning in the fall for another great year in God’s 
Word! Have a restful, renewing summer. 
_________________________________________ 
 
 

 

 
 

Join us on Sunday evenings for church league  
softball games! Games are played at Legion Park. 
Enjoy an evening out and help cheer on Team 
Bethlehem! 
 

Watch Sunday bulletins and Beacon calendars for 
game times each Sunday. A schedule is also posted 
on the bulletin board in the narthex. 
_________________________________________ 
 

WOMEN OF BETHLEHEM 
 

Mark your calendars and save the date for the 
spring Salad Luncheon—Thursday, June 21st! 
More details will be available in the June Beacon 
and future bulletins. 

 

In April, our H.O.M.E. Meal Team  
delivered meals to 21 people,  
representing 17 households. This 
program has been well received 
with much positive feedback. We 
have made contacts to our Bethle-
hem homebound, and others who 
are recovering from surgery or medical concerns 
or grieving the loss of a loved one. Those receiving 
meals are appreciative and it is our hope to convey 
the message that we love and care about them.  
 

H.O.M.E. meals are delivered once a month on the 
third Wednesday. We meet at 10:00 a.m. to pre-
pare/package the meals and then deliver them. 
We are usually finished around noon. If you would 
like to help with this special ministry, we would 
love for you to join us! We would appreciate more 
help and it is not a large time commitment. If you 
are interested, please contact Janice Knight or the 
church office. H.O.M.E is an acronym for Helping 
Others with Meals to Enjoy. Please help us help 
others. 
 

Here is a favorite recipe served by our H.O.M.E. 
Team: 

Cranberry Chicken 
 

3 chicken breasts (cut in half) can use dark meat  
1 can whole or plain cranberry sauce 
3/4 cup Catalina dressing 
1 pkg onion soup mix 
 

Mix all ingredients together except chicken. Pour 
over chicken in 9x13 pan. Bake at 350° uncovered 
1 hour. Serve over rice. 
_________________________________________ 

 

USPS STAMP OUT HUNGER 
 

On Saturday, May 12, the USPS will 
be collecting non perishable food 
items for White Gift. We will be 
meeting on Monday, May 14, to 
sort all the food beginning at 1:00 p.m. If you 
would like to help sort please see Janice Knight or 
contact the church office. This collection generates 
a lot of food so the more helpers we have the fast-
er the job will get done! Thank you in advance for 
your help. 



This Summer at Bethlehem! 
 

STATE PARK SUNDAYS 
This summer we will hold State Park Sundays once a month. 
They will be held on the third Sunday of the month except    
for June and it will be on the fourth Sunday. (Third Sunday is 
Father’s Day.) Following worship we will carpool to the State 
Park where we’ll enjoy fun activities and a picnic or brown 
bag lunch. We will end around 2:00pm. What a great way to  

           spend time with our Bethlehem family and friends! 

 May 20 New Glarus Woods (Signup sheet is on the table in the narthex) 
 June 24 Yellowstone Lake—Hiking, fishing, paddling (canoe rentals), ice cream 
 July 15 Governor Nelson—Swimming beach, hiking 
 August 19 Devil’s Lake—hiking, swimming, paddling 
 

SUMMER FAITH NIGHT 
We’ve decided to keep the momentum going with Faith Night during 
the summer months but will have an abbreviated schedule—meeting 
only on the 2nd Wednesday of each month. Watch for more details!  
Below are the dates we will have Summer Faith Night. 
                

 June 13 
 July 11 

 August 8 
 
Blessing of the Bikes Sunday—June 3 (including motorized bikes/motorcycles) 
Encourage riding bikes to worship  
 
Worship and Fellowship Sunday—June 10 
“House Church” type worship as in the book of Acts. Worship will include blessing for the 
new carpeted space and an official celebration of paying it off! Following the Eucharist, 
we’ll share a potluck meal and fellowship time together. 
 

WATCH FOR MORE DETAILS/DATES ON THE FOLLOWING 

   BLC Campout with outdoor worship (follows campout) 
   July 4th Parade Float 
   Vacation Bible School 
 

Other activities in the planning stages:  BLC garden, movie nights, pool party 
More information will be available in future bulletins and the June/July Beacon. 



Would you like to receive synod stories 
of our ministry together, timely news up-
dates and invitations to learning and min-
istry opportunities in synod? If you would 

like to receive What Matters and Walking Togeth-
er: Faith for Our Journey, please go to:  
http://bit.ly/SynodNews 
_________________________________________ 
 

Agrace to Offer Orientation for               
New Volunteers in May 

In May, Agrace Hospice & Palliative Care will offer 
orientation for those interested in brightening the 
lives of hospice patients by volunteering. Volun-
teer orientation will be held Monday, May 14, 
from 8 a.m. to noon, at Agrace in Janesville.  
Before they attend orientation, prospective  
volunteers must complete an application and an 
interview process with Agrace’s staff to identify 
skills and interests. Call (608) 314-2922 for an  
application and to register for orientation. 
_________________________________________ 

 

Volunteer Opportunity With 

Oakwood Lutheran Senior   

Ministries 

If you have musical talent, 
please consider volunteering 
for Hymn Sing on 

Saturday morning 9:45 – 10:45 am or Monday 
afternoon 3:40 – 4:40 pm at Oakwood Village 
memory care. In addition, Aviary volunteer assis-
tants are needed to help with caretaking of birds  
in the assisted living, memory care and skilled 
nursing aviaries twice a week in the morning or 
afternoon. Training is provided and scheduling is 
negotiable. For more information, contact Volun-
teer Services Coordinator Kim Viney at (608)230-
4238 or kim.viney@oakwoodvillage.net 
_________________________________________ 

 

Thank you to the following for their help working 
the Community Closet in April: 
 

Peggy Huseman, Peggy Chesney, Barbara Bishop, 
Janell Boozier, and any others who may have 
helped but didn’t sign up.  
 

Community Clothes Closet is 
open every Saturday from 
10am—2pm. The Clothes    
Closet is located at the old Power and 
Light Building, 1108 11th St. All items at the Closet 
are free and is staffed by volunteers.  

Healthy Eating, Healthy Living—The Senior Nutri-
tion Program of Green Co. provides balanced  
nutrition to seniors. For a Dining Center reserva-
tion, contact Brodhead Senior Center: 897-4796. 
 

White Gift food pantry hours are from 10—11am 
on the 3rd Saturday of the month. The pantry is 
located behind the Senior Center. If you have a 
need, please contact Vickie Krattiger at 897-6466. 
_________________________________________ 
 

Lutherdale News 
 

 Lutherdale is seeking students at least 18 years 
old with one year of college or equivalent life 
experience to hire as cabin leaders and life-
guards. Find their application online at:  

      www.lutherdale.org/employment. 
 
 50 Forward Celebration Day, May 15, 9:30am-

4pm Only $20 per person. Includes a wonder-
ful lunch and presentations by Rollie Martinson 
and Bob Sitze. This event is for adults in the 
third chapter of life. Visit lutherdale.org/
programs/retreats/50-forward-program/ for 
more information. 

_________________________________________ 

 
HOLD THE DATE!  JUNE 9, 2018   

SOUTH-CENTRAL SYNOD OF  

WISCONSIN 

STEEPLE TO STEEPLE RIDE  

FOR HUNGER 

 

 

RIDE STARTS AND STOPS AT ALL SAINTS LUTHERAN 

CHURCH (FITCHBURG) 

 

Registration is Open!    

http://www.scsw-elca.org/hunger_ride.aspx 

 

Last year, the ride raised over $4,000 for ELCA World 

Hunger.  We hope to continue the success of this 

ride so that all who are hungry are fed! 

https://www.eventbrite.com/e/steeple-to-steeple-bike-ride-2018-tickets-42059955459
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/steeple-to-steeple-bike-ride-2018-tickets-42059955459
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ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 

Join us for Worship 
Sunday mornings 

at 9:00  


