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I love that our liturgical calendar gives us 50 

days to celebrate Easter; not just one Sunday, 

but seven weeks to meet as disciples and  

rejoice in the good news that the tomb is empty.  

Christ is risen! Risen indeed! Alleluia! 

 

I love that for seven Sundays, we gather with that proc-

lamation. We remember that proclamation. We recite it. 

We repeat it over and over. For nearly two months. 

 

I love that we give so much time to the celebration of 

Easter, because frankly, we need it. We need time to 

dwell in its promise. We need time to soak it in.  

 

Celebrating the resurrection on Easter Sunday is easy. 

With all the build up and all the fanfare (and the house-

guests and family get-togethers), it feels right to hear 

the angel’s announcement to the women at the tomb. It 

feels right to claim it as our faith. It feels right to trust 

that word, but what about the week after? And the week 

after that? We give ourselves more time because we 

need more time. 

 

We need to remember after all the fanfare gives way to 

the mundane that Jesus still lives. We need to remember 

after the big Easter worship crowd returns to its “normal 

size” that Jesus still lives. We need to remember as our 

programs wind down and we settle into the summer 

months that Jesus still lives...and so do we. 

 

During these “extra” weeks of Easter, we remember not 

only the story of the angel at the tomb, but stories of 

Jesus showing up with blessing to weary disciples. 

Those locked away in fear are met by the risen Christ. 

Thomas, too full of grief to accept the good news, is 

shown the grace of the risen Christ. A couple travelling 

to Emmaus, too distraught and disappointed to recog-

nize the risen Christ, are loved and fed by his wounded 

hands. Peter and others, resigned to go back to fishing 

for fish (instead of fishing for people) are called to 

shore and fed once more by their loving Shepherd.  

Jesus speaks hope and encouragement to his nervous 

followers and prays for their faith and their ministry to 

the world.  

 

Even as the realities of their life keep them from  

trusting the good news they’ve heard, even as the  

mundane draw them back to life-as-it-was, the 

risen Jesus shows up to be with them. Even in 

their doubts, their fears, and their shame, they 

are never far from the risen Lord.  

 

I am convinced that our hope of Easter could never 

withstand 50 days of life in this world. Too much of 

“life” happens in that time and we are quickly discour-

aged, frightened, and blinded to the hope of Christ 

among us. So we need to remember that we too are  

never far from the risen Lord.  

 

I love that we give ourselves the time to remember 

these other pieces of the Easter story...to remember that 

we are not alone in our faith and hope growing weary. 

We are in good company with the first disciples to hear 

and tell the good news, and we are in good company 

with the risen Lord who never tires of meeting us at his 

table to feed us once more, to bless us with love and 

grace, to speak hope to our fears, and to pray for our joy 

in serving God and our neighbors. 

 

As I write this, I am attending a lecture series at my 

seminary and preparing for our synod’s annual assem-

bly. My conversations this week could be described as 

anxious - my seminary is going through a painful  

transition after years of declining enrollment, our  

synod continues to see declining membership and  

mission support, and it seems that change is being 

forced upon every piece of our institutional church. 

Yes, we as a church together are anxious and for many 

good reasons. 

 

Perhaps you are anxious too, burdened by changes 

thrust upon your life and community, grieved by loss 

beyond your ability to bear, overwhelmed by too many 

unknowns. Yes, it is (as always) an anxious time to be 

the faithful of Christ’s church. But we remember this 

Easter season - all 50 days - that we are always Christ’s 

church. And that Christ lives. With grace to pour over 

us and the bread of life to feed us, Christ lives. And so 

will we. Until then, let us go on rejoicing 

in that blessed hope and enjoy this time 

we give ourselves to soak it in. 

 

Grace and peace, 

Pastor Peder 

From Pastor Peder 



Thank you to all those who  
sponsored special gifts during  
the month of April. 
 

Bulletins were given… 
April 9:  in honor of our granddaughter Neala’s 
4th birthday. 
 

Communion Elements were given… 
April 9:  in honor of Judie Erickson in celebration 
of her birthday. 
April 23: in honor of Helen LaBorde in celebration 
of her birthday. 
 

Sanctuary lamp was given… 
April 9:  in honor of our granddaughter Neala’s 
4th birthday. 
 

Sanctuary flowers were given… 
April 16: Thank you to all those who gave plants 
for our Easter garden on Easter Sunday. 
_________________________________________ 

 

An important part of our ministry at 
Bethlehem Church is being prayer part-
ners with those in need − whether they 
are members of our Bethlehem Church 
family, friends or relatives of members, 

people from our community, nation, or around the 
world. 
 

We share the name of each individual in printed or 
verbal form in worship or the Prayer Chain who is 
to be lifted up in prayer. Since some of those for 
whom we pray are not members, we ask a couple 
of favors from you. 
 

1. Please keep us updated on the status of the 
individual as to whether they should remain on 
the list or be removed. 

2. Before putting someone on the list or the  
Prayer Chain, please get their permission first. 
We have to respect the privacy of the indi-      
vidual. Although we may want them on the 
prayer list/chain, they may not want their 
health concern made public. 

 

If you would like a visit or prayer, please let  
us know when you will be going into a medical  
facility, or please have a family member notify us. 
Due to privacy laws, they do not notify us without 
your permission. 

If you need a ride to church or a 
church activity, contact one of our 
“Share-A-Ride” volunteers. 
 

 
Chairperson:  Jo Pinnow  897-4275 
Doug Bliss    897-4618 
Renata Olsen    558-4969 
Dan Fisher    897-8304 
 

If you would like to help out as a driver, 
please call Jo Pinnow at the number above. 

_________________________________________ 
 
 

 

 
 
We extend our sympathy to the family of Ralph 
Frost, father of Phil (Tammie) Frost who passed 
away, Friday, March 31st. He was living with Phil’s 
brother, Dan, in Andover, MN. Funeral arrange-
ments will be made at a later date, back home at 
Norway Lutheran Church in Wind Lake, WI. 
_________________________________________ 
 
If you have changed your address, phone number 
or email address, please let us know so we can 
keep our records up to date. Thank you! 
_________________________________________ 
 

 

Join us on the following  
Sundays as we celebrate two 
important milestones in the 

lives of our Bethlehem Youth… 
 

AFFIRMATION OF BAPTISM 
Sunday, May 21st 

9:00 a.m. 
 

GRADUATION RECOGNITION 
Sunday, May 28th 

9:00 a.m. 
 

A special coffee hour will be held to honor our 
youth on each of these Sundays. We hope you will 
come and take part in celebrating with them. 

 
 



Christian Education in May 
 

Sunday Faith Formation   
April 30, was the last Sunday Faith Formation for 
the season. 
 

Adult Bible Class  

April 30, was the last Sunday for the Adult Bible 
class for the season.  

Faith Night at Bethlehem Lutheran continues on 
Wednesdays from 5:30 – 7:00. The evening begins 
with a meal at 5:30; parents are encouraged to 
join their children. At 6:00 everyone can join the 
rotating small group sessions. We conclude with a 
quick ending to our evening. May 3, will be the last 
Faith Night until fall. 

Book of Faith − In May we continue meeting the 
2nd and 4th Mondays at 7PM with the Olsens, 190 
Cedar Ave hosting the May 8th meeting and then 
on May 22nd we meet at the Massen’s, 1008 7th 
St.  We continue in the book of Genesis. We will 
announce if we will continue the study during the 
summer months. 
_________________________________________ 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Join us for worship and fellowship at our 
“Leadership Appreciation Sunday” on May 7, as 
we thank our many lay leaders for their ministry 
over the last year. 
 

Are you curious about online giving? During May, 
we will share information and opportunities to try 
Vanco services as a tool for growing in generosity. 
 

In June, we are launching a series of seasonal  
“mini-campaigns” to strengthen our generosity as 
a congregation. Our summer recipient will be the 
future Brodhead Senior Center.  
More details to come... 
 

Red geraniums for  
Pentecost Sunday  

 

We will again decorate the sanctuary with red  
geraniums on Pentecost Sunday, June 4th. If you 
would like to either purchase red geraniums 
through the church or bring your own, please sign 
up at the table in the narthex. You may sign up for 
4 ½” size for $4.65 or 7 ½ size for $9.95. Why not 
order a couple plants – one to leave at church and 
one to take and plant at home to remind you of 
the Holy Spirit at work in your life and the life of 
Bethlehem Church! Geraniums will be purchased 
through Ahren’s Acres.  
Deadline to sign up is Sunday, May 21st.   
_________________________________________ 

 
JOIN US FOR A SCRAPBOOKING RETREAT! 

 
FRIDAY & SATURDAY 

MAY 12 & 13 
8:00 A.M. TO MIDNIGHT 

 
If you have lots of scrapbooking to do and would 
like to do it with others who love this hobby—join 
us for this fun-filled retreat! If you would like more 
information please contact Donna Millard. 
_________________________________________ 

 

WELCA SALAD LUNCHEON 
Wednesday, June 14 

Arrival 12:00 − Meal served at 12:30 
 

Calling all women of Bethlehem! 
You are invited to join us on June 14, for our annu-
al Salad Luncheon. We invite our friends from 
neighboring churches so we ask that you bring a 
salad to serve 10.  
Invite your family, friends and neighbors! This 
event always proves to be an enjoyable afternoon 
of food, friendship and entertainment. More de-
tails will follow in the June issue of the Beacon. 
Watch for the Salad signup sheet soon! 
_________________________________________ 
 

The last meeting for the Bethlehem Quilters is 
Tuesday, May 23rd. Following the quilting session, 
they will go out for lunch. See you in September! 



Would you like to receive synod stories 
of our ministry together, timely news up-
dates and invitations to learning and min-
istry opportunities in synod? If you would 

like to receive What Matters and Walking Togeth-
er: Faith for Our Journey, please go to:  
http://bit.ly/SynodNews 
_________________________________________ 
 

WANTED 
 

Family Promise of Green County is looking for  
volunteer van drivers to transport our families  
between our Day Center in Monroe and our Host 
Sites. If you are 25 years of age or older, have a 
clean driving record and can help us on occasion, 
we want to speak with you. We provide a 15  
passenger van and we have 3 separate regions to 
choose from. To learn more contact Rick Gleason 
at 608-328-2600. 
_________________________________________ 

 
USPS “STAMP OUT HUNGER” 
FOOD DRIVE FOR WHITE GIFT 

 
We will be sorting the food  
collected from the USPS Stamp Out 

Hunger Campaign on Monday, May 15, from 1:00 
to 3:00 p.m. at Bethlehem Church. If you would 
like to help with the sorting, please contact Janice 
Knight or simply show up on May 15th. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Please have items for June/July                            
Beacon in by May 15th. 

Community Clothes Closet is 
open every Saturday from 
10am—2pm. The Clothes  

Closet is located at the old Power and Light 
Building, 1108 11th St. All items at the Closet are 
free and is staffed by volunteers.  
 
Healthy Eating, Healthy Living—The Senior Nutri-
tion Program of Green Co. provides balanced  
nutrition to seniors. For a Dining Center reserva-
tion, contact Brodhead Senior Center: 897-4796. 
 
White Gift food pantry hours are from 10—11am 
on the 3rd Saturday of the month. The pantry is 
located behind the Senior Center. If you have a 
need, please contact Vickie Krattiger at 897-6466. 
_________________________________________ 

 
SUPPORT THE WORK OF YOUR SYNOD  

AND YOUR CHURCH! 
 

The synod offers an on line donation opportunity 
24/7/365 through the synod website. Our mission 
to care for, connect and equip the congregations 
of our synod to be the hearts and hands of Jesus 
cannot happen without you!  You can donate to 
Synod Ministries where needed most, Synod  
Endowment fund, Refugee Resettlement, Fund  
for Leaders, ELCA World Hunger, ELCA Disaster  
Response, LUAD, Latino Ministries, Campus Minis-
try, and more.  

To give online, go to: 
https://scsw-elca.org/donations/mobile/ 

 
or click on the QR 

code using a barcode reader app on your  
smart phone.  

 
The “Donate” button appears at the top of the  
synod website. You can also use the QR code 
shown here.   
 
 
 
 

 

Your financial offerings are so  
very much appreciated!   

https://scsw-elca.org/donations/mobile/
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ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

WORSHIP WITH US! 

Sunday mornings at 9:00 

Coffee & Fellowship following the 

Worship Hour 


