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The Lord has comforted God’s people, 

and will have compassion on the suffering ones. 

But Zion said, “The LORD has forsaken me, 

my Lord has forgotten me.” 

Can a woman forget her nursing child, 

or show no compassion for a child of her womb? 

Even these may forget,  

yet I will not forget you. 

See, I have inscribed you on the palms of my hands. 

(Isaiah 49:13b-16a) 
 

Merciful God, our Holy Parent, in the stillness of our 

souls we listen for your voice to know again that you 

are God. Quiet our restless hearts with the knowledge 

that you stand within the shadows, keeping watch over 

your own. Rekindle our faith and light the lamp of hope 

within our hearts. Then deal with us as seems best to 

you, for where you lead we can confidently go with  

Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.  

(Prayer 745 from ELW Pastoral Care book) 
 

One of the more exciting pastimes in our house during 

these weeks of quarantine has been watching the robins 

outside our kitchen window. They made the most beau-

tiful nest on the window ledge and, I believe, eventually 

became somewhat accustomed to our faces on the other 

side of the glass. 
 

We have watched in wonder as the mama laid her  

perfect little eggs and guarded them with her body. We 

have learned that our yard is teeming with suitable food 

for a robin, as she was always close by when replenish-

ing her strength. 
 

We did some research and counted the days waiting for 

the eggs to hatch. They did so on Monday morning of 

this week! Four tiny baby birds. And did their parents 

ever get busy! Their activity was constant – finding 

food, flying back to the nest to feed the hungry, helpless 

chicks, and going out to do it again. 
 

Mama still stayed close, guarding them with her  

constant presence and sheltering them with her body. It 

truly is a wonder, these wild animals that just know 

what to do and how to be so tender and fierce all at 

once. 
 

I know enough about biology to know that this is 

largely DNA and instinct. But I also see God in this 

aspect of creation…of God’s creation. Tender care and 

fierce love programmed into the very DNA of life. 

Amazing. 
 

This morning began with Kirsten and Owen waking 

me up with their tears as they found the nest had been 

blown down in the windstorm last night. The mama sat 

on her now empty ledge and the chicks were nowhere 

to be found. 
 

This world is so amazing and so beautiful. So full of 

tenderness and fierce love. And so very fragile. Some-

times, so very cruel. 
 

Kirsten gently placed the nest back in its place, thinking 

that the mama might like to sit and rest there a while. 

Within minutes, she was back in her nest, tidying it up 

and working to secure it. We have learned that robins 

typically build a new nest and lay another batch of eggs 

shortly after the first chicks have fledged. Perhaps she 

will try again at our window. Time will tell. 
 

These last months have certainly shown us how fragile 

this world is. I think about the fears and the loss, the 

loneliness and the arresting uncertainty that so many are 

facing each day. I think about how quickly the most 

mighty of nations have been shut down by a micro-

scopic virus. Our world, our life, everything is fragile 

and can change in a moment, in a gust of wind. 
 

That mama bird, though, in her constant care and atten-

tion, in her instinctive tenderness and fierce love re-

minds me that God is never far off. God’s love is in the 

very DNA of this creation. God’s determination for the 

goodness of life never ends. God’s hope never dies. 
 

At Easter we celebrate this most audacious act of deter-

mination and hope as God raises Jesus in the resurrec-

tion. Death will not have the last word on the shape of 

this world. God’s tender compassion and fierce love 

will not be defeated. God will not give up on us and on 

our future. That is the gospel and the source of our life 

for this and every day. 
 

For all who feel weary, for all who are sad, for all who 

are lonely or frightened or worried as this pandemic 

upends everything, Christ lives. Christ lives to show a 

defeated world that God’s love has not gone away. 

God’s love will never leave us. There is a future and 

God is already at work preparing it for us. 
 

Grace and Peace—Pastor Peder 



 

Message from Presiding Bishop, Elizabeth Eaton 

Sin and captivity, manifest in threats to the environment, are not the 

last word. God addresses our predicament with gifts of ‘forgiveness of 

sins, life, and salvation’ (Luther, Small Catechism). By the cross and res-

urrection of Jesus Christ, God frees us from our sin and captivity, and 

empowers us to be loving servants to creation.  

—ELCA social statement Caring for Creation: Vision, Hope, and Justice, p. 5 

As I work from home at our dining room table, I look out the front window and see the wildlife at my 

husband’s feeders. God created such beautiful creatures. As Christians we are guided by the prom-

ise expressed in our social statement that we are empowered “to be  loving servants to creation.” It 

is our duty to care for God’s earth. 

Established in 1970, Earth Day launched the modern environmental movement, spurring develop-

ment of landmark policies for a creation in crisis and defining a path toward a more sustainable 

planet. In this 50th anniversary year, under the theme “Climate Action,” the Evangelical Lutheran 

Church in America is joining the Earth Day Network as a featured faith partner. This partnership      

expresses our deep love for God’s creation and a Lutheran understanding of our profound responsi-

bility for it. The social statement describes our commitment this way: 

Humans, in service to God, have special roles on behalf of the whole of creation. Made in the im-

age of God, we are called to care for the earth as God cares for the earth. God’s command to 

have dominion and subdue the earth is not a license to dominate and exploit. … [It] should reflect 

God’s way of ruling as a shepherd king who takes the form of a servant (Philippians 2:7), wearing a 

crown of thorns (Caring for Creation, pp. 2-3). 

We accept that caring for and protecting creation is central to our holy calling, yet we acknowl-

edge our shortcomings in this regard. Our action and inaction are exposed by the despoiling and 

degrading of the environment. Affected by human activity, our changing climate has brought more 

severe weather patterns and ensuing destruction. Our waters, land and air are being polluted, and 

we are alarmed by the devastation. Ecological systems are strained to the point where some spe-

cies cannot adapt, and face extinction. 

Globally, we are dealing with two interconnected crises, the COVID-19 pandemic and ongoing   

climate change. Both demonstrate the profound consequences of our disrupted, broken relation-

ship with the natural world. According to scientists, species disruption caused by global warming has 

combined with human encroachment on the natural world to drive wildlife into greater and dead-

lier contact with people. The COVID-19 outbreak is an urgent warning that our behavior opens the 

door to transmission of new diseases, with devastating consequences. 

Our distorted relationship with the earth is borne most heavily by the most vulnerable and marginal-

ized among us, who are ill-equipped to withstand the impact of climate change or implement 

remedies. COVID-19 and the climate crisis heighten existing racial inequity, economic disparity and 

social injustices. Our call to care for creation is also a call to right these wrongs. 
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 As Earth Day partners and stewards of creation, we have many ways to lovingly serve the earth:  

Explore and use ELCA Care for Creation resources,  including video, study and action guides 

with information about the Creation Care Ambassadors initiative. 

 

 Read the Lutherans Restoring Creation story “5 Ways to Celebrate Earth Day as Church To-

gether but Apart.” 

 

 Learn about the Creation Care Ambassadors program that equips Lutherans to be leaders in 

settings across the church and in our communities. 

 

 Accept the ELCA Young Adults No Plastics for Lent challenge this Easter season. 

 

 Participate in a local clean-up (with appropriate distancing) if permitted by local authorities, 

or participate in the Earth Challenge 2020 citizen scientist initiative, focused on plastic pol-

lution and clean air.  

 

 On April 21, take part in the Parliament of World Religions’ 50th Earth Day Observance With 

Global Religious and Indigenous Leaders. 

 

 Join with the ELCA’s ecumenical partner Creation Justice Ministries in advocacy, education 

and prayer.  

 

 Looking past this anniversary, we gladly accept the monumental assignment of refocusing, renew-

ing and raising our efforts as we embrace our role as stewards of creation and look with hope and 

promise toward years to come. 

A Prayer From Lutheran Disaster Response: 

Prepare us, Lord, for what lies ahead. Give us the strength and dedication that we will 

need in order to serve others unselfishly. Give us the energy we will need to follow 

through with the task. Give us strength to face our assignment, and put before us 

people who will support us. Open our ears and eyes and heart, so that we can sus-

tain others and [help creation to recover from this crisis]. Bless those who are suffering 

and give them hope, in Jesus’ name. Amen. 

The Rev. Elizabeth A. Eaton 

 

Presiding Bishop 

Evangelical Lutheran Church in America 

https://www.elca.org/News-and-Events/8034 



Two Ways to Worship  
 

As we gather in our homes during this period of 

social distancing, there are two options for wor-

ship. One is by video, prepared and posted to our 

Facebook page each Sunday morning. The other is 

a live feed on Zoom at 9:00am on Sunday morn-

ings. Our Zoom Meeting ID is 321-764-3018.  To 

access Zoom from your phone, dial 1-312-626-

6799 (this is a Chicago number) and when 

prompted, enter the Zoom Meeting ID given 

above, followed by the # key. The password is our 

zip code, 53520. You do not need to enter a user 

ID – if asked, simply press #. To access via the app 

on your smartphone or computer, select “join” 

and enter our Zoom Meeting ID and password, or 

use this link: 

https://zoom.us/j/3217643018?pwd=WkJ0UDBue

ERCQlI4dWQySDhabkZWZz09  

_________________________________________ 

Church League Softball 

 If you would like to play softball on the  Bethle-

hem team, please call Kari Boozier at 608-214-

6083. The Brodhead church league would like to 

have all teams in place in the event they can start 

playing in June.  Also, if you know of anyone who 

would be interested in playing (they do not have to 

be a church member); please let Kari know. 

_________________________________________ 

 

Hallmark Sharing Free Appreciation Cards 

 

Hallmark is giving a free packet of appreciation cards to 

send to first responders, those in the medical field, 

those who are providing essential services to all of us, 

teachers, etc. If you know of others who deserve a spe-

cial word of thanks as we go through this difficult time, 

go to hallmark.com and sign up for the free packet of 

cards. Cards are available on a first come, first served 

basis. 

_________________________________________  

  

Faith Night 

 

Another faith night video was posted on FaceBook 

April 29. One more will be posted the first week in 

May and then watch for a posting once a month.  

 

White Gift Food Pantry  
 

The White Gift Food Pantry is open the third      

Saturday of each month from 10:00 a.m. to 11:30 

a.m. The pantry is located behind the Senior Cen-

ter and is open to all residents in the Brodhead 

School District. If you have any questions or have a 

need for food before the 3rd Saturday of the 

month, please contact Vickie Krattiger at 897-6466 

or Lisa Regenold at 897-2496.  

Note: At this time we cannot accept donations of 

canned goods due to COVID-19. If you would like 

to support the White Gift Food Pantry, you may 

send cash donations to: Brodhead White Gift Food 

Pantry, c/o N2346 Tenny Rd, Brodhead WI 53520. 

Please write White Gift donation on the memo line 

of your check. Thank you. 

________________________________________ 

 

Christ in Our Home: Free Email Edition 

 

With the outbreaks of coronavirus disease 2019 in 

North America and around the world many people 

may be without physical devotional material. To 

assist with devotional life during this time, we are 

offering a limited-time complementary email sub-

scription to Christ in Our Home: Email Edition. 
 

The web address is listed below to sign up for this 

free email subscription. 
 

https://www.augsburgfortress.org/store/product/

CIOH-EMAIL/Christ-in-Our-Home-Email-Edition 

_________________________________________ 

 

National Day of Prayer  

 

Join with others this Thursday May 7, to observe 

the National Day of Prayer. Spend some time on 

this day to pray for our country, our leaders, for an 

end to the pandemic, for our health care workers, 

first responders and essential workers just to 

name a few suggestions. There is much in the 

world that calls us to join together in prayer, and 

we have much for which to be thankful to our God 

from whom all blessings flow.  

 

“Hear my prayer, O God, give ear to the words of 

my mouth.” Psalm 54:2 NRSV 
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ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED Bethlehem Lutheran Church welcomes everyone because Jesus         

welcomes everyone, and loves them unconditionally. Liberated by the 

good news that nourishes us through scripture and at the communion 

table, we are free to extend God’s radical welcome to all people. You are 

welcome here, whatever your age, ability, social and economic class, 

race, culture, language, sexual orientation, gender identity, gender 

expression, or whatever other distinctions make you who you are. We 

embrace you as a whole person, wonderfully and beautifully made by 

God. We embrace your questions, your complexities, and your gifts. 

Gathered and sustained by God’s love, we will strive to live as a        

reconciling people, in our life together and in our witness to the world. 


