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Oct. 32 and Beyond 
By Presiding Bishop, Elizabeth Eaton  
 
When I am out and about the church, I 
like to ask people what it means to be 
Lutheran—what is distinctive about the 
Lutheran movement. Grace is almost always men-
tioned, along with justification. Some will say we are 
ecclesia semper reformanda—the church always being 
reformed. Others point to our work for disaster relief, 
ELCA World Hunger, advocacy and other work for jus-
tice. Most of this is part of the Lutheran experience, 
but not unique to us. What then, did Luther uncover 
and what relevance does it have now? 
 
Interestingly, Luther did not give his greatest emphasis 
to reform or to reforming the church. Semper refor-
manda—always reforming—was actually coined in 
1947 by Karl Barth, a Reformed theologian. Liberation 
in Christ through faith was the freedom that trans-
formed Luther. This freedom is what he wrote about 
most frequently and most passionately. The Freedom 
of a Christian, a short and accessible treatise, is proba-
bly most familiar. I commend it to you. In this brief 
work and in others, Luther makes the case that libera-
tion in Christ is both a freedom from and a freedom 
for. 
 
Freedom from is liberation from all spiritual bondage. 
We are set free from being trapped in ourselves, con-
sumed by ourselves, from the belief or terror that we 
can and must save ourselves, that our self is the center 
of the universe. Life in Christ is not an inward-dwelling 
experience. We are free to get over ourselves. Free-
dom from is liberation from the law’s accusation and 
judgment. We are liberated from terror and despair, 
which are soul-crushing. We are liberated from the in-
cessant and impossible task of measuring up. Freedom 
from liberates us from estrangement from God and 
God’s creatures. Caught in sin and standing before a 
God who demands righteousness, when we believe we 
are responsible for our salvation, breeds resentment 
toward God and the objectification of others. 

 
Freedom for means that in Christ we are set free for 
loving and serving others. Freedom is a relationship, 
not a new set of activities or the demands of a new 
law. 
 
Luther put it this way: “Faith, however, is a divine work 
in us which changes us and makes us to be born anew 
of God. It kills the old Adam and makes us altogether 
different people, in heart and spirit and mind and pow-
ers; and it brings with it the Holy Spirit. O, it is a living, 
busy, active mighty thing, this faith. It is impossible for 
it not to be doing good works incessantly. … And this is 
the work which the Holy Spirit performs in faith.  
Because of it, without compulsion, a person is ready to 
do good to everyone, to serve everyone, to suffer eve-
rything, out of love and praise to God who has shown 
them this grace” (Luther’s Works, 35:370-1). 
 
No longer is God transactional and others a means to 
an end. This freedom is scandalous because it is based 
on unconditional grace. It is a gift. Think about it—do 
we feel the burden being lifted? Think about it—do we 
feel the complete love of God? Think about it—do we 
now see others through God’s eyes, free and beloved 
children? 
 
On Reformation Sunday we will hear Jesus’ promise: 
“You will know the truth, and the truth will make you 
free” (John 8:32). 
 
On Oct. 32 and beyond let us live in that freedom.  

 

A monthly message from the presiding bishop of the 
Evangelical Lutheran Church in America. Her email  
address: bishop@elca.org. This column originally  
appeared in Living Lutheran’s October 2017 issue.  
Reprinted with permission. 
 
 

https://www.livinglutheran.org/2017/09/oct-32-beyond/bishop@elca.org


Thank you to all those who  
sponsored special gifts during  
the month of October. 
 

Bulletins were given… 
Oct 22:  by Bob and Priscilla Bump in celebration 
of their 56th wedding anniversary. 
 

Communion Elements were given… 
Oct 22:  by Bob and Priscilla Bump in celebration 
of their 56th wedding anniversary. 
 

Sanctuary lamp was given… 
Oct 15:  by Doug and Janice Knight in memory of 
Selma Knight. 
Oct 22:  by Bob and Priscilla Bump in celebration 
of their 56th wedding anniversary. 
 

Sanctuary flowers were given… 
Oct 8:  by Bethlehem Church with love and appre-
ciation for Pastor Peder on Clergy Appreciation 
Sunday. 
Oct 15:  in honor of Owen Johanson 
Oct 22:  by Bob and Priscilla Bump in celebration 
of their 56th wedding anniversary. 
Oct 29:  in honor of Aubree Falk for her 4th birth-
day. 
_________________________________________ 
 
 

 
 

Eliza Sue Oellerich 
October 1, 2017 

 

Parents are Michael and Kristin Oellerich; sponsors 
are Curt and Linda Bisarek. 
_________________________________________ 
 

Our sympathy is extended to Tom Matteson and 
his family on the death of Tom’s sister, Cheryl  
Mani, on September 26th. 
_________________________________________ 

 
COUNCIL MINUTES 

 

Council minutes are recorded each month and  
approved at the following council meeting. After 
the minutes have been approved, those minutes 
will be sent to the secretary and some copies will 
be made available on the table in the narthex. 

 

If you need a ride to church or a 
church activity, contact one of our 
“Share-A-Ride” volunteers. 
 

Chairperson:  Jo Pinnow  897-4275 
Doug Bliss    897-4618 
Renata Olsen    558-4969 
 

If you would like to help out as a driver, 
please call Jo Pinnow at the number above. 

_________________________________________ 
 

Expressions of Gratitude 
 

Thank you to Christy Long for her years of service 
to the Decatur 4-H Club which met at Bethlehem 
Church. Since Christy is stepping down and for the 
convenience to the new leader who is from a 
different church, the group will now meet at the 
new location. Thanks to BLC for allowing them to 
use our facility all these years. 
 

To the H.O.M.E. Meal Team: 
Thank you all so much for the good food. 

−Hazel Johnson 
Thank you all—I am so grateful for the meals. 

−Norma Vernon 
 

Thank you to Pastor Peder and the congregation 
for all the words of sympathy and cards following 
the death of Tom’s sister. It is greatly appreciated. 

−Tom Matteson Family 
 

Thank you to everyone who donated to the Noisy 
Offering in October. Your generosity and caring 
allowed us to send $100.00 to the Louisiana/Texas 
Gulf Coast Synod in Houston to help recovery 
efforts after Hurricane Harvey. 
 

Thank you also for the $150.00 which was given 
to the Florida/Bahama Synod, which includes  
Puerto Rico, to help victims of Hurricane Irma. 
Congregations were invited to send gifts at the 
South-Central Synod of WI In-Gathering in  
October. 
 

Benevolence gifts acknowledged from: 
 
 Skaalen Home  $300.00 
 Lutherdale  $300.00 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Wednesdays 
We begin with a meal at 5:30 

In November: 
Nov 1:  Introduction to Parables 
  The Humble and Exalted 
Nov 8:  Holy Moly—John the Baptist 
  Project for Homebound 
Nov 15: The 10 Bridesmaids Drama 
Nov 22: Thanksgiving Week-No Faith Night 
Nov 29: Christmas Program Practice 
   

Faith    Family    Friends    Fun    Food 
_________________________________________ 

 

The South-Central Synod of  
Wisconsin Invites You to a Special 

Reformation Commemoration  
Synod-Wide Event!  

Save the date and Join In!     
SATURDAY, NOV.  4 at 7:00 pm 

 

All are invited to join in the SCSW-ELCA  
sponsored Reformation 500th  
Commemoration, held at the First Lutheran Church 
of Janesville on Saturday, November 4, at 
7pm.  This ecumenical event will feature full  
orchestra, hand bell groups, and a festival choir 
composed of many different Protestant and Catho-
lic backgrounds.  Through music, word and prayer, 
we will highlight the role the Reformation has 
served in the development of the modern age. 
Above all, our joint commemoration focuses on 
the amazing mercy and love of God in Jesus Christ, 
the firm foundation by which all people of God 
stand.  For more information please contact Jan 
Knutson, jknutson604@gmail.com (608) 921-6534. 

_________________________________________ 
 

BUTTER BRAID ORDERS 
 

Butter Braid orders, with payment, are due Sun-
day, October 29th. They will be delivered Nov. 7th. 

 
PENNIES FOR A PURPOSE 

 
We continue to collect donations 
of your spare pennies, etc. to help women in the 
Brodhead community. A large container is in the 
narthex for your donations. Thank you for sharing! 
_________________________________________ 
 

LUTHERAN WORLD RELIEF TOTALS 
 

On Sunday, October 1, during the worship hour, 
we blessed 48 quilts (2 were donated to Skaalen 
Home for a total of 50 quilts), 30 school kits, and 
10 Personal Care Kits. Thanks to all those who 
helped in any way! 
_________________________________________ 

 
ALL SAINTS SUNDAY 

 
November 5, is All Saints’ Sunday. A signup sheet is 
available for you to list the name(s) of loved ones 
who have died since last All Saints Day who will be 
remembered in prayer during the worship hour on 
that Sunday. Our Bethlehem members who have 
died since last All Saints Day will automatically be 
listed so there is no need to place them on the  
signup sheet. 

___________________________________ 
 

Brodhead Blood Drive 
Tuesday, November 14th 

Noon—5:00 

_________________________________________ 
 

Women of Bethlehem  
Thankoffering Sunday  

November 19th 
 

We will be holding our Thankoffering Sunday on 
November 19, during the worship hour. 
Thankoffering boxes are available on the ledges    
in the sanctuary. Please take a box with you and 
when you have special thanks place an offering in 
the box, then return your box on Sunday, Novem-
ber 19, for our special Thankoffering service.  
Offering will be sent to the Women of the ELCA for 
special mission giving. 

mailto:jknutson604@gmail.com
tel:(608)%20921-6534


Would you like to receive synod stories 
of our ministry together, timely news up-
dates and invitations to learning and min-
istry opportunities in synod? If you would 

like to receive What Matters and Walking Togeth-
er: Faith for Our Journey, please go to:  
http://bit.ly/SynodNews 
_________________________________________ 
 

Agrace to Offer Orientation for Prospective 

Volunteers in November  

In November, Agrace Hospice & Palliative Care will 
offer volunteer orientation for those interested in 
becoming a hospice or thrift-store volunteer. Ori-
entation will be held Tuesday, November 7, from 5 
to 9 p.m., at Agrace in Janesville. Before they 
attend orientation, prospective volunteers must 
complete an application and an interview process 
with Agrace’s Volunteer Services staff to identify 
the volunteer’s skills and interests. Call (608) 314-
2922 for an application and to register for orienta-
tion. Learn more at agrace.org/volunteer. 

_________________________________________ 
 

HANDLING THE HOLIDAYS 
(Coping with grief during the holiday season) 

 

The holidays are an especially challenging time of 
the year for adults grieving the loss of a loved one. 
Learn how to cope with help from our caring hos-
pice team. Saturday, November 4, 1:30-3:30pm, at 
Monroe Clinic Hospice, St. Camillus Center, 2101 
Sixth St. in Monroe. 
The event is free and refreshments are served. 
Seating is limited so register by calling 608-324-
1230. You may also visit www.monroeclinic.org to 
learn more. 
_________________________________________ 
 

Don’t Miss Out on a Fun Night with the Family! 
 

Better Brodhead is hosting a Family Fun Night for 
families with children ages 10-14 on Sunday,      
November 19, from 5:30—7:30pm at Bethlehem    
Lutheran Church. A free dinner and free childcare 
will be provided. The entire family is welcome to 
attend. There will be fun family activities and 
games. RSVP to Shay Herman by November 15, at 
608-447-1363 or shay.betterbrodhead@gmail.com 
 

Community Clothes Closet is 
open every Saturday from 
10am—2pm. The Clothes    
Closet is located at the old Power and 
Light Building, 1108 11th St. All items at the Closet 
are free and is staffed by volunteers.  

Healthy Eating, Healthy Living—The Senior Nutri-
tion Program of Green Co. provides balanced  
nutrition to seniors. For a Dining Center reserva-
tion, contact Brodhead Senior Center: 897-4796. 
 

White Gift food pantry hours are from 10—11am 
on the 3rd Saturday of the month. The pantry is 
located behind the Senior Center. If you have a 
need, please contact Vickie Krattiger at 897-6466. 
_________________________________________ 

 

St. Thomas Boys Choir of Leipzig, Germany, 

in Concert on Sunday, November 19th 

 

In celebration of the 500th anniversary of the 

Reformation, Luther Memorial Church invites you 

to hear the magnificent St. Thomas Boys Choir in 

concert on Sunday, November 19, at 7:00 p.m. 
 

The choir was founded in 1212 and Johann Sebas-

tian Bach served as Thomaskantor, director of the 

choir, from 1723 to 1750. 
 

The program will present music of Bach as well as 

music of Schütz, Schein and Mendelssohn. Tickets 

are available at www.luthermem.org for $20, $30 

and $60. 
 

More information is online at:  

www.luthermem.org/st-thomas-boys-choir 

_________________________________________ 

 

Follow the Star to the BLC  

Book Fair Display! 

 

The Sparkhouse Book Fair (a subsidiary of  

Augsburg/Fortress) continues until Sunday  

November 5th. Order faith-filled children’s books, 

etc. for Christmas gifts or for anytime! There  

are many titles to choose from and Bethlehem  

receives 20% of the proceeds which will go to the 

Children’s Education Fund of BLC. Payment is  

due with order and checks should be made out  

to Bethlehem Lutheran Church. Orders will be  

delivered in time for the holidays. 



Even though it was raining and dreary outside, we were dry and having fun inside with our Fall Party.  Our Faith Night 
and Sunday Faith Formation kids with their families joined in on the fun.  We started the day with a potluck.  Then we 
had fun with the Bible scavenger hunt.  Instead of a wagon ride, we had a family mummy competition followed by 
pumpkin decorating.  We also had fun games like giant Jenga, pumpkin tic tac toe, and a spider web game, set up all 
day.  We then ended the day with our trunk or treat indoor style (using tables instead of trunks) and an indoor “fire” 
with s’mores and hot chocolate and cider.  Thank you to everyone that came out and took part in the event.   
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Join us Sunday mornings  
Worship at 9:00 

 

Coffee & Fellowship following                  
the worship hour 


