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My spirit is pretty weary this week, and I would 
imagine that many of you feel the same.  
 
Aside from all the horrible news reports – 
namely the massacre at Tree of Life Synagogue, 
attempted bombings of political figures, ongo-
ing violence against black lives, and hateful 
rhetoric towards migrants seeking asylum – 
we’ve had more than our share of sad news in 
our congregation over the last several weeks. 
 
In preparing for All Saints Sunday, I am struck by 
how many of our friends have departed this world 
for the next in just the last few months. And while 
I’m not sure we can ever truly be prepared for the 
death of a loved one, in some of these cases we 
were caught off guard. 
 
In our funeral liturgy, we hear the precious words 
that death’s power has been destroyed by Christ’s 
death upon the cross, that eternal life has been 
opened for all through his resurrection, and that 
there is nothing in all creation to separate us from 
God’s love in Jesus Christ.  
 
It is such a radical proclamation of hope amidst 
our grief, compelling us even to join the apostle 
Paul in mocking death’s attempt to break us: 
“Death has been swallowed up in victory! Where, 
O death, is your victory? Where, O death, is your 
sting?” (1 Cor 15:54b-55) 
 
These are words to encourage us, to strengthen 
us, and to give us hope as we carry the reality and 
enormity of loss through death. And while I trust 
them to be true and speak them with confidence, I 
also know the difficulty in hearing them.  
 
They are hard to hear, even by the faithful,  
because death is real. It does hold power over us. 
It does rob us of joy and peace and hope.  

These words can feel hollow when death is 
staring us in the face, and, worse, they can 
sound like a dismissal of our experience of 
pain. 
 
I have felt this way at times in my life and I  
imagine most everyone else has at one point  
or another. 
 

Understand that the proclamation of Christ’s 
death and resurrection meets us in our pain and 
seeks to strengthen us with hope and courage, but 
it doesn’t aim to dismiss our experience. It is not 
akin to the unhelpful (and unbiblical) but inevita-
ble comments of the well-meaning who say 
“everything happens for a reason” or “it’s all in 
God’s plan.”  
 
Lutheran theologian, Dr. Anna Madsen, has a 
great line about this. She says, simply, “death is 
real. Resurrection is realer.” That is to say, your 
grief and your loss and your pain is valid. What is 
also true is that Christ lives, and by his resurrected 
life demonstrates that God’s love is ultimately 
greater than the forces of death at work in us and 
around us. 
 
Let yourselves feel the pain of your own loss and 
that of your neighbor. Let yourselves be where 
you need to be in the moments of grief that mark 
your life in this world. The Christian promise 
doesn’t expect us to somehow float above it all 
and live unaffected by it. If you need to let the 
faith and hope of your siblings in Christ carry you 
for a time, let them, and simply trust that Christ’s 
love surrounds you. 
 
Grace and peace, 

Pastor Peder  



Thank you to all those who  
sponsored special gifts during  
the month of October. 
 

 

Bulletins were given… 
Oct. 21:  by Bob and Priscilla Bump for their 57th 
wedding anniversary. 
 

Communion elements were given… 
Oct. 21:  by Bob and Priscilla Bump for their 57th 
wedding anniversary. 
 

Sanctuary lamp was given… 
Oct 7:  by Doug and Janice Knight in memory of 
Bill and Sue Knight. 
Oct. 21:  by Todd and Natalie Forrester in 
memory of Tyler Forrester. 
 

Sanctuary flowers were given… 
Oct. 14:  in celebration of Owen coming home 3 
years ago. 
Oct. 28:  in celebration of Aubree Falk’s 5th birth-
day. 
_________________________________________ 
 

In Christian Sympathy 
 

Our sympathy and prayers are extended to the 
families and friends of the following: 
 

Jo Pinnow—October 14, 2018 
Ann Wallace—October 25, 2018 

Nancy Blakslee—October 29, 2018 
_________________________________________ 

 

Due to privacy laws, the 
church office is not informed 
of hospitalizations unless you 
grant permission for the med-
ical facility to notify us. If you 
would like a visit or prayer, 
please let us know when you 

will be going into the hospital or have a family 
member notify us. Also, if you have dropped your 
land line or changed your phone number or email 
address, please let us know.  
_________________________________________ 

 
“A thankful heart is not only the greatest virtue, 
but the parent of all the other virtues.”  −Cicero  
 
 

If you need a ride to church or a 
church activity, contact one of our  
“Share-A-Ride” volunteers. 

 

Doug Bliss    897-4618 
Renata Olsen    558-4969 
_________________________________________ 

 

The Altar Guild is in need of more helpers.  
Helping on the Altar Guild is a special way to serve 
God and your church by preparing for the 
sacrament of Holy Communion, maintaining 
the baptismal font for the sacrament of Holy 
Baptism. You would help in making the sanctuary a 
place of beauty and significance; a space where we 
are stirred to draw closer to God in worship and 
praise. Please consider helping with this important 
ministry. If we can get enough volunteers, it would 
only be a one month commitment. Please see 
Carole Haraldson if you would like to help or con-
tact the church office.  
_________________________________________ 

 

Several Prayer Chain “links” have 
moved away or are no longer able 
to continue on the Prayer Chain. 
Please contact Carole Haraldson  

or the church office if you would like to join the 
Prayer Chain. As a link in the  Chain, you will  
receive a call when someone requests prayer. You 
are asked to pray for the person, people, or cause 
often. Great and wonderful things can be accom-
plished through faithful prayer as God’s people 
join together. We hope you will be part of this  
important ministry.  
_________________________________________________ 
 

Expressions of Gratitude 
 

From Dee Hagedorn and family—When someone 
we love leaves this world, we feel an unmatched 
grief. I thank you very much, because you have 
supported me in that time. God bless you always. 
 

Thank you for your Synod Assembly offering of 
$100 in support of recovery efforts for survivors of 
Hurricane Maria. …..Your gift ensures that our 
church will be able to provide help and hope for 
those whose homes have been devastated or who 
have been otherwise affected by these hurricanes 
for years to come.   -Bishop Viviane Thomas-Breitfeld  

(Entire letter is on board in narthex.) 

Please keep 
us informed 



ATTENTION WOMEN OF BETHLEHEM CHURCH 
 

We need someone to be Vice-President for 
WELCA. If you are interested or would like more 
information about what is involved, please see 
Janice Knight.  
_________________________________________ 
 

Butter Braid Orders Due Soon! 
 

Have you ordered your Butter Braids yet? Orders 
are due Sunday, November 4th. The pastries will 
be delivered to the church on Monday, November 
12, so you will have them in time for holiday enter-
taining. This is a fund raising event for WELCA. 
_____________________________________________ 
 

BLC is hosting another Book Fair 
 

This year we are offering both a children’s AND 
adult’s book fair! There are sample selections of 
books to view, but you may order any books from 
the order forms. The Fair will run through Sunday, 
November 11th. Please fill out the order form and 
place in the envelope (provided), along with your 
check made out to Bethlehem Lutheran Church, 
and place in the box on the office door. 
_________________________________________ 

 

Attention Recipients  
of the H.O.M.E. Meals  

 

Due to the Thanksgiving holiday, we 
have moved up delivery for the  
November H.O.M.E. meals by one 

week. Delivery will be Wednesday, November 
14th. Also: this will be the last delivery until next 
April. 
_________________________________________ 

 
WELCA Thankoffering Sunday 

 

We will celebrate Thankoffering Sunday on  
November 18, during the worship hour. Please  
return your Thankoffering boxes on that day. If you 
do not have a box, there are some available in the 
narthex. Place your “thankful donations” in the 
box and return on November 18th. If you would 
like to help out with the service, please see Helen 
LaBorde.  
 

Faith Night is Wednesdays 
beginning at 5:30 with a  
family meal; afterwards we 
break for a time of learning 
and crafting and lots of fun. 
This is what we’ve got 
planned for November! 
November 7 
Jewish Festival/Succoth 
Christmas Program Practice Begins 
November 14 
Thanksgiving/Christmas Program Practice 
November 21 
No Faith Night – Happy Thanksgiving! 
November 28 
Advent/Christmas Program Practice 
(Faith Night ends 6:45/Advent Service begins 7:00) 
_____________________________________________ 
 

TOTALS SENT TO LUTHERAN WORLD RELIEF 
 

On Sunday, October 7th, we held a blessing of the 
quilts and kits during the worship hour. These 
quilts and kits were sent to Lutheran World Relief 
to be used in areas where needed most. We thank  
the Bethlehem quilters and all who donated items 
for quilts and kits throughout the year. We also 
thank women from our ecumenical community 
who have donated quilt tops to be finished at BLC 
and sent along with all the other quilts. 
TOTALS: 
 75 Quilts 
 30 Personal Care Kits 
 35 School Bags/Kits 
   3 Baby Care Kits 
If you would like to help out in the quilting group; 
to “help the least of these” please see Deb  
Malcook for more information or just come on 
quilting days—usually the 2nd and 4th Tuesdays of 
the month at 9:00 a.m. Please note: In November  
the Quilting group will meet on the 1st Tuesday, 
November 6th, due to the Blood Drive being the 
2nd Tuesday. We will then meet on the 4th Tues-
day, November 27, as usual.  
_________________________________________ 

 

Brodhead Blood Drive 
Tuesday, November 13th 

Noon—5:00 at Bethlehem Church 
Donations of cookies/bars needed.  

                    Sign up at the table in the narthex. 



Faith Night—October 24, 2018 
Day of the Dead/All Saints Service 

 
On Wednesday, October 24, during our Faith Night program, we were honored to have Jen Wichita and 
Magali Jimenez share with our group about the Day of the Dead celebration. A special altar area was set up 
and the tradition was shared with our Faith Night families. Our friends from the Latino community brought 
authentic, homemade Mexican cuisine for all to enjoy. It was both delicious and abundant! The children 
made masks associated with the special event and it was a wonderful evening for all!  A total of 60 meals 
were served. Among those in attendance were 20 children from Bethlehem and 20 adults, plus 20 friends 
from the Latino community. Special guest, Bishop Viviane Thomas-Breitfeld from the South Central Synod of 
Wisconsin was also in attendance.  

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 



Stay connected to exciting events and 
stories of our faith in action in our 
synod! To sign up for synod news, please 
email Synod Communicator & Event 

Manager, Deacon Vicki Hanrahan at  
vickih@scsw-elca.org to be added to “What 
Matters.” 
_________________________________________ 

 
PENNIES FOR A PURPOSE 

 
We continue to collect donations of your 

spare pennies to help women in the Brodhead 
community. A large container is in the narthex for 
your donations. Thank you for sharing! 
_________________________________________ 
 

Handling the Holidays Program 
 

The holidays can be an especially challenging time 
of year for adults who are grieving the loss of a 
loved one. Learn how to cope during the holiday 
season with help from Monroe Clinic’s caring hos-
pice team. Saturday, November 3rd 1:30—3:30 at 
the St. Camillus Center, 2101 Sixth St, Monroe. 
There is no cost to attend. Space is limited. To  
register  or learn more, visit monroeclinic.org  
or call 608-324-1230. 
_______________________________________ 

 
Agrace Seeks Volunteers in Rock County 

  
Agrace Hospice and Palliative Care is seeking  
volunteers in Rock County to brighten lives of  
people with serious illnesses. Volunteer orienta-
tion is scheduled for Tuesday, November 6, from  
1 p.m. to 5 p.m. at Agrace in Janesville. Before 
volunteers attend orientation, they will complete 
an application and interview about their skills and 
interests. Call (608) 314-2922 to register.  
_____________________________________________ 
 

Salvation Army Seeks Bell Ringers 
 

Bell ringers are needed from Friday, November 
16—Christmas Eve, December 24th.  Shifts are 
from 10am to 8pm and are typically 2 hours long. 
Please sign up by going to registertoring.com or 
call Patrice Gabower at 757-8300 for information. 

Community Clothes Closet is 
open every Saturday from 
10am—2pm. The Clothes    
Closet is located at the old Power and 
Light Building, 1108 11th St. All items at the Closet 
are free and is staffed by volunteers.  

Healthy Eating, Healthy Living—The Senior Nutri-
tion Program of Green Co. provides balanced  
nutrition to seniors. For a Dining Center reserva-
tion, contact Brodhead Senior Center: 897-4796. 
 

White Gift food pantry hours are from 10—11am 
on the 3rd Saturday of the month. The pantry is 
located behind the Senior Center. If you have a 
need, please contact Vickie Krattiger at 897-6466. 
_________________________________________ 
 

25TH Annual Celebration of Lights Service 
Thursday, December 6th at 6:30pm 

United Methodist Church 
2227 4th St, Monroe 

 
Ornaments (donation of $10) can be reserved  
until November 26 or until supplies last. For those 
unable to attend the service, ornaments will be 
available for pick up at  St. Camillus/Hospice office 
through January 1st. Please join us for an evening 
of honoring, remembering and finding strength for 
the days to come. Order forms and more infor-
mation are on the board in the narthex. 
_________________________________________ 
 

Film Documentary on the Opioid Crisis 
 

Better Brodhead is showing a film documentary on 
the Opioid crisis on Monday, November 12, at 6:00 
at Bethlehem Church. 
_________________________________________ 
 

White Gift Food Pantry Needs Help 
 

Sunday, December 2nd is White Gift Sunday. 
Please bring non-perishable food items for the 
special Christmas food drive.  Help is also needed 
on Sunday afternoon at 1:00 to sort all the food 
that is also brought in from the community. White 
Gift Christmas boxes will be packed and distribut-
ed on Monday, December 3rd from 8am to 3pm. 
See Janice Knight if you would like to help. 



 

  

 

October 27, 2018 

  

Dear Sisters and Brothers, 

I write to you with a broken heart – for the lives lost, wounded, and shattered by horrific hatred and violence 
at Tree of Life Congregation this morning. We join our Jewish neighbors and enter into mourning for all that 
has been lost. In our grief, God is our comfort. “The Lord is near to the brokenhearted, and saves the crushed 
in spirit” (Psalm 34:18). 

From Pittsburgh to Portland, and around the world, Jews are living in fear. Anti-Semitism is on the rise. Public 
acts of hatred and bigotry against Jews are commonplace. As Christians, and particularly as Lutherans, we 
deplore and reject this bigotry. “We recognize in anti-Semitism a contradiction and affront to the Gospel, a 
violation of our hope and calling, and we pledge this church to oppose the deadly working of such bigotry, 
both within our own circles and in the society around us” (1994 Declaration of the ELCA to the Jewish Com-
munity). 

We are reminded that hate-filled violence knows no bounds – whether a Sikh Temple in Oak Creek, a Chris-
tian church in Charleston, or a Jewish synagogue In Pittsburgh. As people of faith, we are bound together not 
only in our mourning, but also in our response.   

Therefore, in this tender moment of grief, let us reach out to those whose hearts are most broken – our Jew-
ish neighbors. I encourage you to contact your local synagogue, or your Jewish colleagues, friends, and family 
members, to share your words of care, support, love, and protection. There may be specific acts you might 
offer to demonstrate your care, such as when the members of Faith Lutheran Church surrounded Congrega-
tion Beth Israel of Chico, California, serving as Shomrim, or guardians, as they observed Yom Kippur following 
a hate crime in 2009. 

Such simple acts can go a long way to demonstrate our love, as an extension of God’s love. As we seek to 
heal the brokenhearted, we are assured that God is near. There is no greater promise in the face of grief. 

In peace, 

The Rev. Elizabeth A. Eaton 

Presiding Bishop, ELCA 
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ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 

WORSHIP WITH US! 
Sunday mornings at 

9:00 


