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During worship in this last month, we’ve been following Jesus through chapters 7-9 in Mark’s gospel.  In this section of 

the story, Jesus challenges the status quo of the religious leaders (7:1-8, 14-15), expands his own understanding of who 

gets included in the reign of God (7:24-37), predicts that his mission of radical grace will get him killed – oh, and tells 

his disciples that a cross awaits them too (8:31-38), and declares that his place in this world will always be with the vul-

nerable whom the world disregards (9:30-37).  
 

There is more of this to come in the weeks ahead. 
 

Naturally, it has this preacher thinking a lot about Jesus’ understanding of grace, his radical ideas about inclusion in the 

reign of God, and the lengths to which he will go for the sake of proclaiming and demonstrating God’s wide welcome in 

this world. …And our place as Christ’s body in all of that. 
 

Last week, with these themes from Mark’s gospel still ringing in our ears, we sang one of my favorite hymns:  

All Are Welcome by Marty Haugen (ELW #641). I invite you to spend a few moments reflecting on these words. 
 

Let us build a house where love can dwell and all can safely live,  

a place where saints and children tell how hearts learn to forgive.  

Built of hopes and dreams and visions, rock of faith and vault of grace;  

hear the love of Christ shall end divisions: All are welcome, all are welcome, all are welcome in this place.  
 

Let us build a house where prophets speak, and words are strong and true, 

where all God’s children dare to seek to dream God’s reign anew. 

Here the cross shall stand as witness and as symbol of God’s grace; 

here as one we claim the faith of Jesus: All are welcome, all are welcome, all are welcome in this place.  
 

Let us build a house where love is found in water, wine and wheat: 

a banquet hall on holy ground where peace and justice meet. 

Here the love of God, through Jesus, is revealed in time and space; 

as we share in Christ the feast that frees us: All are welcome, all are welcome, all are welcome in this place.  
 

Let us build a house where hands will reach beyond the wood and stone 

to heal and strengthen, serve and teach, and live the Word they’ve known. 

Here the outcast and the stranger bear the image of God’s face; 

let us bring an end to fear and danger: All are welcome, all are welcome, all are welcome in this place.  
 

Let us build a house where all are named, their songs and visions heard 

and loved and treasured, taught and claimed as words within the Word. 

Built of tears and cries and laughter, prayers of faith and songs of grace, 

let this house proclaim from floor to rafter: All are welcome, all are welcome, all are welcome in this place.  
 

What do these words stir in you? Do they resonate with your hopes and dreams for this house of Bethlehem Lutheran 

Church? Do they challenge your notions of what “church” “should be?” To where, to what, and to whom are this gospel 

of Jesus and these aspirational words of God’s wide welcome moving us?  
 

I dream of a life together that is faithful to this calling and filled with the joy that it promises. In many ways, we are al-

ready there, so blessed by the presence of Christ, the inspiration of the Holy Spirit, and the abundant grace of God. In 

many ways, we have work to do. Let us continue to build together as we trust and follow the one who has welcomed us 

with radical grace.  

      Grace and Peace, 

      Pastor Peder 



Thank you to all those who  
sponsored special gifts during  
the month of September. 
 

 

Bulletins were given… 
Sept. 16:  in memory of Janelle Bevars by Carol 
Popanz. 
 

Communion elements were given… 
Sept. 16:  in memory of Janelle Bevars by Carol 
Popanz. 
 

Sanctuary lamp was given… 
Sept. 9:  in memory of Doris and Selmer Joranlien 
by Doug and Janice Knight. 

_________________________________________ 
 

In Christian Sympathy 
 

Our sympathy and prayers are extended to the 
families and friends of the following: 
 

Ray Hagedorn—September 16, 2018 
Gus Bonier—September 17, 2018 

_________________________________________ 
 

ATTENTION WOMEN OF BETHLEHEM CHURCH 
 

You are invited to join us for our fall meeting  
on Monday, October 8th at 6:30 p.m. We have  
important things to discuss and hope you will be 
part of the conversation.  
_____________________________________________ 

 

Due to privacy laws, the 
church office is not informed 
of hospitalizations unless you 
grant permission for the med-
ical facility to notify us. If you 
would like a visit or prayer, 
please let us know when you 
will be going into the hospital 

or have a family member notify us. Also, if you 
have dropped your land line or changed your 
phone number or email address, please let us 
know so we can keep our records up to date. 
_________________________________________ 
 

Join us for Book of Faith Bible study on the 2nd 
and 4th Mondays of the month. Call Chris 
Dieckhoff for locations. We continue studying little 
known people in the Bible.  

If you need a ride to church or a 
church activity, contact one of our 
“Share-A-Ride” volunteers. 

 

Chairperson:  Jo Pinnow  897-4275 
Doug Bliss    897-4618 
Renata Olsen    558-4969 

If you would like to help out as a driver, 
please call Jo Pinnow at the number above. 

_________________________________________ 
 

The Altar Guild is in need of more helpers.  
Helping on the Altar Guild is a special way to serve 
God and your church by preparing for the sacra-
ment of Holy Communion, maintaining the 
baptismal font for the sacrament of Holy 
Baptism. You would help in making the sanctuary a 
place of beauty and significance; a space where we 
are stirred to draw closer to God in worship and 
praise. Please consider helping with this important 
ministry. If we can get enough volunteers, it would 
only be a one month commitment. Please see 
Carole Haraldson if you would like to help or con-
tact the church office.  
_________________________________________ 

 

Several Prayer Chain “links” have 
moved away or are no longer able 
to continue on the Prayer Chain. 
Please contact Carole Haraldson  

or the church office if you would like to join the 
Prayer Chain. As a link in the  Chain, you will  
receive a call when someone requests prayer. You 
are asked to pray for the person, people, or cause 
often. Great and wonderful things can be accom-
plished through faithful prayer as God’s people 
join together. We hope you will be part of this  
important ministry.  
_________________________________________________ 
 

YOUR HELP IS NEEDED! 
 

Bethlehem Church staffs the Community Closet for 
the month of October. The Closet is open from 
10:00am until 2:00pm and is located at the old 
Power and Light Building, 1108 11th St. You do not 
have to sign up for the entire time, but one shift 
either 10:00—noon or noon—2:00. Please sign up 
in the narthex. More than one person is needed 
for each shift. It is not a huge time commitment 
but is a great way to serve your community. 

Please keep 
us informed 



 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Welcome back to Faith Night!!   
Each night will begin with a meal that is served from 5:30 to 6:00.  All are welcome!! 

Lessons are 6:00-6:30 for littles - Parent involvement is needed for the littles classroom. 
Lessons are 6:00-7:00 for elementary age students (unless otherwise noted). 

 

Below is an outline of what to expect this year. 
 

October 3.....................Being a Blessing to Others - Mark 10: 13-16 
October 10...................Others Being a Blessing to Us - Mark 2: 1-12 
October 17...................Jesus Came to Rescue Us (Super Hero Day) - Mark 10:45 (dress as your favorite super hero) 
October 24.................. Day of the Dead/All Saints Service (bring pictures of family and/or pets that have passed) 
October 31.................. No Faith Night – Happy Halloween!  
 

November 7................ Jewish Festival – Succoth/Christmas Program Practice Begins 
November 14.............  Thanksgiving/Christmas Program Practice 
November 21.............. No Faith Night – Happy Thanksgiving! 
November 28...............Advent Begins/Christmas Program Practice  
   (During Advent, Faith Night ends at 6:45/Advent Service begins at 7:00) 
 

December 5 ................Advent/Christmas Program Walk Through  
December 12...............Advent/Christmas Program Dress Rehearsal  
Sunday, December 16 (during worship)..... Christmas Program 
December 19...............Advent – Fun Night (Faith Night ends at 6:45/Advent Service begins at 7:00) 
December 26...............No Faith Night – Merry Christmas! 
 

January 2 ....................No Faith Night – Happy New Year! 
January 9.....................The Boy Teacher – Luke 2/Work on “Our Easter Story” Video 
January 16...................Water to Wine – John 2:1-11/Work on “Our Easter Story” Video 
January 23................... Do Not Worry – Luke 12:22/Work on “Our Easter Story” Video 
January 30................... Feeding of the 5000 – Matthew 14:14-21/Work on “Our Easter Story” Video 
 

February 6.................. Judging Others – Luke 6:37-42/Work on “Our Easter Story” Video 
February 13................ Jesus is the Good Shepherd/23rd Psalm/Work on “Our Easter Story” Video 
February 20................ Mary and Martha/Work on “Our Easter Story” Video 
February 27................ Zacchaeus/Work on “Our Easter Story” Video 
 

March 6..................... Ash Wednesday Children’s Service (During Lent Faith Night ends at 6:45/Lent Service begins 7:00)  
March 13................... Symbols of Lent  
March 20................... No Faith Night – Spring Break 
March 27................... Jewish Marketplace (Faith Night ends at 6:45/Lent Service begins at 7:00) 
 

April 3...................... Jewish Marketplace (Faith Night ends at 6:45/Lent Service begins at 7:00) 
April 10.................... Jewish Marketplace (Faith Night ends at 6:45/Lent Service begins at 7:00) 
April 17................... ..No Faith Night – Holy Week – Happy Easter 
April 24.....................Last Night of Faith Night - Fun Night 
 

The Little Kids Class (5K and under) will be held from 6-6:30.  The Class will consist of:  learning stories from the Frolic Bible (made 
for this age group), learning songs, and a craft or game.  The students may also join in with the older kids for some activities. 



Join us for a Fall Party! 
Please join us at Bethlehem Lutheran Church  

for a fun Fall Party. 

Sunday, October 21 

9:00 am – 1:00 pm 
 

 

We will begin following the morning’s worship service with a festive potluck brunch 

(please bring a dish to pass) – all are welcome to join.  Some of the activities during 

the afternoon will be; a Bible scavenger hunt, fun games, pumpkin decorating, make a 

s’more, and enjoy a wagon ride.  To end the afternoon, we will take part in a “trunk-or-

treat”.  Below is our fall party schedule. 

 

9:00 am – 10:00 :  Worship 

10:15 am – 10:45:  Potluck (please bring a dish to pass) 
10:45– 12:30: Enjoy various activities: 

Bible Scavenger Hunt 
Decorate a pumpkin 

Games 
Wagon Ride 

12:30 – 1:00:  Trunk or Treat – parents must accompany their child/ren  
Also make a s’more at the bonfire and enjoy some hot apple cider and hot 

chocolate 
 

Everyone is welcome to wear a costume as long as it is family friendly and easy to 

move around in. 

 

Trunk or Treat details – Trunk-or-treating is a version of trick-or-

treating, but instead of children going door to door to collect candy, they 

go from trunk to trunk.  Members of the congregation that would like to 

take part in the Trunk or Treat event will decorate the trunk of their vehicle 

with a fall/Halloween theme (nothing scary).  You will be directed to park 

your car in a designated part of the parking lot.  You will then open your trunk to reveal 

decorations. Children will walk from trunk to trunk to look at the decorations and  

receive candy and treats.   We will begin the trunk or treat at approximately 12:30 pm.  

You may want to arrive earlier than this so we can get you parked and you can make 

sure your decorations are the way you want them before the children come out.   

If you would like to be part of the trunk or treat, please sign up on the sign-up sheet  

in the narthex or let Donna Millard know at 314-5834 or  

donna.millard@spectrumbrands.com .   

 

Can’t wait to see how creative everyone will be! 

 

mailto:donna.millard@spectrumbrands.com


Stay connected to exciting events and 
stories of our faith in action in our 
synod! To sign up for synod news, please 
email Synod Communicator & Event 

Manager, Deacon Vicki Hanrahan at  
vickih@scsw-elca.org to be added to “What 
Matters.” 
_________________________________________ 

 
PENNIES FOR A PURPOSE 

 
We continue to collect donations of your 

spare pennies to help women in the Brodhead 
community. A large container is in the narthex for 
your donations. Thank you for sharing! 
_________________________________________ 
 

OCTOBER EVENTS FOR SKAALEN  
NURSING & REHAB CENTER 

400 N Morris St 
Stoughton WI 

 
Craft Fair 

Saturday, October 6, 2018 
9:00am—2:00pm 

Skaalen Chapel 
 
Local crafters, jewelry, fiber arts, photography, 
painting, seasonal and more! 
 

Skaalen Fall Festival 
Resident Bazaar & Pie, etc. Sale 

Tuesday, October 16, 2018 
10:00am—3:00pm 

Skaalen Chapel 
 

Resident Bazaar—featuring many one-of-a-kind 
handcrafted items, seasonal creations and more. 
Pie & Quick Bread Sale 
Cinnamon Roll Sale—10-11:15 in the lobby 
Lunch in the Stu—11-1 nine bean soup & a roll 
Open House—2-3 in the community room, $4 for 
pie ala mode and a beverage 
Raffle Drawing—3pm in the Chapel, need not be 
present to win. Tickets $1 each or 6 for $5. 

 
All proceeds benefit Skaalen Residents. 

 

Community Clothes Closet is 
open every Saturday from 
10am—2pm. The Clothes    
Closet is located at the old Power and 
Light Building, 1108 11th St. All items at the Closet 
are free and is staffed by volunteers.  

Healthy Eating, Healthy Living—The Senior Nutri-
tion Program of Green Co. provides balanced  
nutrition to seniors. For a Dining Center reserva-
tion, contact Brodhead Senior Center: 897-4796. 
 

White Gift food pantry hours are from 10—11am 
on the 3rd Saturday of the month. The pantry is 
located behind the Senior Center. If you have a 
need, please contact Vickie Krattiger at 897-6466. 
_________________________________________ 
 

Agrace to Begin Grief Support  
Groups in October  

 

In October, Agrace will begin two grief support group 
series at its Janesville campus, 2901 N. Wright Road. 
The groups are open to anyone, regardless of whether 
the person who died was an Agrace patient. There is no 
fee for family members of people who received hospice 
care in the past 12 months. A modest fee applies there-
after but may be lowered or waived, if needed.   
 

Spouse/Partner Loss Support Group is a six-week  
grief support group series for adults who are grieving 
the death of a spouse or partner. It meets Tuesdays, 
October 9 to November 13, from 10 a.m. to noon. For 
more information or to register, call Jody at (608) 327-
7118, or visit agrace.org/griefgroups. 
 

Family Series Grief Support Group is a seven-week 
grief support group series for children who are grieving 
a death, and their parent/guardian. It meets Thursdays, 
October 4 to November 15, from 6 p.m. to 7:30 p.m. 
Dinner is included. For more information or to register, 
call Laura at (608) 327-2924, or visit  
agrace.org/griefgroups. 

_________________________________________ 
 

BRODHEAD FIREFIGHTERS ANNUAL  
PANCAKE BREAKFAST & OPEN HOUSE 

 

Sunday, October 14, 2018 
Serving 7 a.m. until 11:00 a.m. 

 

Please join us for breakfast  
and to see our equipment. 
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ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 

WORSHIP WITH US! 
Sunday mornings at 

9:00 


