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As I write this, it is a brisk 58 degree morning 
and we’re several days into that lovely Wisconsin     
autumn weather. While Fall is officially still a few 
weeks away, our lives are already beginning to move 
on from the Summer. Classrooms are being prepared, 
fields are being harvested, families are re-establishing 
their routines, summer travel is slowing down, and our 
church is making arrangements for our “program”   
portion of the year. 

As much as we all may enjoy the summer, there’s 
something comforting about the arrival of fall.          
Refreshed and renewed, we settle in to the familiar 
and get back to the activities that shape our lives with 
such meaning and purpose. 

And yet, as I write this, I am also thinking this week of 
hurricane Harvey and the immense suffering it leaves 
in its wake. I am thinking of the massive flooding, land-
slides, and death toll in Sierra Leone.  The sin of racism 
and white supremacy infecting our nation with hatred 
and stirring violence among its citizens. Our nation’s 
seemingly endless war in the Middle East and threats 
of war with North Korea. Local fears and tension 
around unsustainable farming practices and erosion   
of water protections. The grief and personal loss of 
people I care so much about. 

My comforting autumn return to “life as usual” is     
disrupted by news I can’t ignore and by needs that 
leave me overwhelmed. I suspect many of you feel the 
same disruption as well. 

In Matthew’s gospel for this coming Sunday, we hear 
Jesus tell his disciples about the true nature of his mis-
sion as the messiah. He will suffer at the hands of the 
powerful, die on a cross, and be raised to new life.  

“God forbid it, Lord. This must never happen to you!” 
That’s the response of disciple, Peter; a response that 
earns him a quick rebuke from Jesus and an announce-
ment to all who wish to be his followers that they must 
take up their cross and follow him on his way. They 
must “lose their life” if they truly want to find the life 
he came to give.  

 

I find this story particular fitting for the       
present time. With one foot stepping into the familiar 
and comforting, and the other foot held down by the 
burdens of our broken world, we remember that the 
gospel of Jesus and our discipleship to his way were 
never intended to be comforting. At least not all of the 
time. 

Jesus’ invitation to faith and service to his mission is an 
invitation to be discomforted. Don’t get me wrong, it’s 
good for us as a church to return to the activities and 
ministries that we know – the faith practices that com-
fort us, strengthen us, and help us lift up one another 
in Christian formation. But just as we are painfully   
reminded by the news of these recent weeks, we are 
reminded by Jesus’ words about the cross that there is 
work to be done. There are risks to be taken, challeng-
es to face and even suffering to endure for Jesus’ sake 
of bringing hope, healing, and justice to the world. 

May we not only pray for those who are suffering in 
any way, but also for ourselves, that we may have wis-
dom, courage, faith, and hope to get up and be the 
disciples Christ has called us to be. May our return to 
the familiar and comforting be also a step further into 
the life, witness, and work of a church that is always 
being made new in the grace of God in Jesus Christ. 
And may we seize the every-day moments to take up 
our cross and demonstrate Christ’s love, trusting that 
the cross always and only leads to life. 

Grace and Peace, 
Pastor Peder 

 

To give towards the hurricane recovery efforts of      
Lutheran Disaster Response, visit elca.org 

To participate in a small group engaging a  study/
action guide addressing racial disparities in Wisconsin, 
prepared by the Wisconsin Council of Churches, sign up 
in the narthex. 
 

From Pastor Peder 

https://www.wichurches.org/programs-and-ministries/on-behalf-of-our-children-wisconsins-racial-disparities-and-the-call-of-the-gospel/
https://www.wichurches.org/programs-and-ministries/on-behalf-of-our-children-wisconsins-racial-disparities-and-the-call-of-the-gospel/
https://www.wichurches.org/


Thank you to all those who  
sponsored special gifts during  
the month of August. 
 

Communion Elements were given… 
August 6:  by Doug and Janice Knight in celebra-
tion of their 36th wedding anniversary. 
August 20:  by Ann Schooff in loving memory of 
her husband, John. August 20, would have been 
their 70th wedding anniversary. 
 

Sanctuary flowers were given… 
August 6:  by Ron and Vivienne Braun in memory 
of their Goddaughter, Megan Newcomer, for her 
birthday which was August 5; and in honor of their 
daughter, Amanda, for her birthday on August 6. 
_________________________________________ 

 

An important part of our ministry at  
Bethlehem Church is being prayer partners 
with those in need − whether they are 
members of our Bethlehem Church family, 

friends or relatives of members, people from our 
community, nation, or around the world. 
 

We share the name of each individual in printed or 
verbal form in worship or the Prayer Chain who is 
to be lifted up in prayer. Since some of those for 
whom we pray are not members, we ask a couple 
of favors from you. 
 

1. Please keep us updated on the status of the 
individual as to whether they should remain on 
the list or be removed. 

2. Before putting someone on the list or the  
Prayer Chain, please get their permission first. 
We have to respect the privacy of the indi-      
vidual. Although we may want them on the 
prayer list/chain, they may not want their 
health concern made public. 

 

If you would like a visit or prayer, please let  
us know when you will be going into a medical  
facility, or please have a family member notify us. 
Due to privacy laws, they do not notify us without 
your permission. 
_________________________________________ 
 

“God wants us to pray, and he wants to hear our 
prayers—not because we are worthy, but because 
he is merciful.”  

−Martin Luther 

 

If you need a ride to church or a 
church activity, contact one of our 
“Share-A-Ride” volunteers. 
 

Chairperson:  Jo Pinnow  897-4275 
Doug Bliss    897-4618 
Renata Olsen    558-4969 
 

If you would like to help out as a driver, 
please call Jo Pinnow at the number above. 

_________________________________________ 
 

Expressions of Gratitude 
 

Thank you to Thrivent members who have  
directed their Choice Dollars to Bethlehem Church. 
By directing Choice Dollars through Thrivent 
Choice, eligible members recommend where 
Thrivent Financial distributes some of its charitable 
outreach grant dollars. Your choice to direct grant 
money to Bethlehem helps to further support the 
ministries of our congregation. 
 

Thank you for your generous gift of $552.00 to 
the ELCA for the ministries of the ELCA Global 
Church. This gift was from proceeds from the     
International Women’s Day service on March 8, 
led by WELCA. This gift will help provide scholar-
ships to seventeen International Women Leaders 
responding to God’s call to ministry, either in their 
home country, neighboring countries, or ELCA   
colleges or universities in the United States. Thank 
you for your wonderful gift! 

Andrew G. Steele  
 Director, ELCA Global Church Sponsorship 

 

Thank you is extended to the Friends of the Earth 
and to all who helped clean up our Adopt-A-
Highway 104 section. We appreciate your help in 
keeping our roads clean.      

  −Jerry Schooff, Highway Dept. 
 

Thank you to Ahren’s Acres for donating 3 yards 
of black dirt for the repair of the west lot from 
snow plowing last winter.   
 

Thank you to everyone for your prayers and    
concern following my auto accident, August 4th. I 
truly appreciate your love and caring. Thankfully, 
we are okay  and suffered no serious injuries. 

−Pam Kessler 



 

PENNIES FOR A PURPOSE 
We continue to collect donations of 
your spare pennies, etc. to help wom-

en in the Brodhead community. A large container 
is in the narthex for your donations. Thank you for 
sharing! 
_________________________________________ 

 
→ Update on School Kits  
for Lutheran World Relief  

 
We will continue to collect school supplies through 
September 24th. We currently have enough  
supplies to fill 20 school bags.  
CHALLENGE: We have 30 bags made – let’s see if 
we can collect enough supplies to fill the 10 extra 
bags!  Watch for Back to School sales where these 
items can be picked up at really low prices. The 
School Kits will be sent along with the Personal 
Care Kits and quilts this fall. Items needed are 
listed below. A basket is in the narthex for your 
donations. Thank you! 
 

FOUR—70-sheet spiral notebooks of wide or  
college-ruled paper about 8” X 10 ½”; no loose  
leaf paper 
ONE—30-centimeter ruler, or a ruler with  
centimeters on one side and inches on the other 
ONE—pencil sharpener 
ONE—pair of blunt scissors (safety scissors with 
embedded steel blades work well) 
FIVE—black or blue ballpoint pens (no gel ink) 
ONE—box of 16 or 24 crayons 
ONE—2 ½” eraser 
_________________________________________ 

ATTENTION ALTAR GUILD  
MEMBERS 

 
Please mark your calendars for our next 
meeting on Wednesday, September 13, 
at 1:00 p.m. We also welcome new 

people interested in being on the Altar Guild. This 
is an important ministry involving setting up Holy 
Communion and cleaning up following worship. 
We also change paraments and help with seasonal 
decorations to help make our worship space  
esthetic. See Carole Haraldson if you would like to 
help. 

Do you like to sing in the shower 
or sing along with the radio? Do 
people say you have a nice sing-
ing voice? Then consider adding 
your voice to the Bethlehem 
Choir! Choir practice resumes on 
Wednesday, September 6, at 
7:00 p.m. We welcome back  
our existing choir members and 
encourage others to add their voice as well! Sing-
ing can lift our spirits, enliven our faith and, well, 
it’s just plain fun! If you are interested in being in 
the choir, speak with Helen LaBorde or just show 
up on September 6th! 
_________________________________________ 
 

BOOK OF FAITH BIBLE STUDY RESUMES 
 

The Book of Faith Bible Study group will resume 
meeting on the second and fourth Mondays of the 
month, beginning on Monday, September 11th. 
Our first meeting will begin at 6:00 for a cookout 
at the Dieckhoff’s, W2202 Pinnow Rd. Please bring 
a dish to pass—meat will be provided. The study 
will begin at 7:00 following the meal. We continue 
in the book of Genesis. We’d love to see some new 
folks join us for this interesting study!
_________________________________________ 
 

QUILTING RESUMES! 
 

Join the Quilting Group each 
second and fourth Tuesday of 
the month at 9:00 a.m. begin-
ning Tuesday, September 12. The quilts made are 
donated to Lutheran World Relief and in the com-
munity as needs arise.  Even if you do not sew, you 
can help out in this group. If you are able to tie a 
knot or pin fabric, you can be an important part of 
the quilting process. We can really use more help 
since many of our members have retired. Please 
join us—we also gather for a break to have re-
freshments. We hope to see you on the 12th! 
_________________________________________ 

 

ATTENTION SARAH CIRCLE MEMBERS 
 

Your September meeting will be Tuesday,  
September 12. We’ll meet at 11:00 at church and 
carpool to Christy’s in New Glarus for lunch. 



ATTENTION ALL WOMEN OF BETHLEHEM! 
WELCA Fall Meeting 

Thursday, September 21, 2017 
6:30 p.m. 

 
Please join us on September 21, for our fall 
meeting. Since we are hosting the Monroe Fall 
Gathering at our church, it is really important  
to have our women attend this meeting so we  
can finalize plans for this event. We will also be 
discussing future plans for WELCA for the next 
quarter. Please mark your calendars and attend. 
_________________________________________ 

 

Monroe Conference Fall Gathering 
Saturday, September 30th 

BETHLEHEM LUTHERAN CHURCH 
405 E 9th Ave 

Brodhead WI 53520 
 
 
 
 
 

Celebrating 500 years of 
‘The Reformation’ 

Getting to know Martin Luther 
 9:00—9:30 a.m. Registration 
 9:30—11:30 a.m. Program 

Luncheon  $5.00 
 

EVERYONE IS INVITED TO ATTEND 
 

(Women of Bethlehem Church—since we are 
hosting this event, we will be responsible for the 
lunch and coffee/refreshments when guests arrive. 
Watch future bulletins for more information. Help 
will be needed planning and working on the day of 
the event. See Nancy Sutherland for questions or if 
you would like to help.) 
_________________________________________ 
 

New Address for Calvin and Teresa Strahm 
125 W John St 

PO Box 113 
Forrest IL 61741 

 

South on Interstate 39 to Rt 24. 31 miles on Rt 24 until 
you get to Rt 47. They are just a few blocks from there. 

 
 
 

Family Faith Night Resumes! 
Wednesday, September 27th 

5:30 p.m. 
 

Join in the Excitement! 
Faith  Family  Friends  Fun  Food 

_________________________________________ 
 

The South-Central Synod of  
Wisconsin Invites You to a Special 

Reformation Commemoration  
Synod-Wide Event!  

Save the date and Join In!     
SATURDAY, NOV.  4 at 7:00 pm 

 

Join the Reformation 500th Choir!  
All choirs and singers are invited to join in the 
SCSW-ELCA sponsored Reformation 500th  
Commemoration, held at the First Lutheran Church 
of Janesville on Saturday, November 4, at 
7pm.  This ecumenical event will feature full  
orchestra, hand bell groups, and a festival choir 
composed of many different Protestant and Catho-
lic backgrounds.  Through music, word and prayer, 
we will highlight the role the Reformation has 
served in the development of the modern age. 
Above all, our joint commemoration focuses on 
the amazing mercy and love of God in Jesus Christ, 
the firm foundation by which all people of God 
stand.  For more information and to sign up, 
please contact Jan Knutson,  
jknutson604@gmail.com (608) 921-6534. 

________________________________________ 

FAMILY PROMISE WEEK AT BETHLEHEM CHURCH 
 

We will host Family Promise the week of  
September 10th. We need helpers to prepare 
meals, host families in the evening and to stay 
overnight. Helpers are also needed to set up and 
take down furniture. Signup sheets are on the 
board in the narthex. Please sign up to help. If you 
would like to help and have not done so before, 
see Helen LaBorde or Natalie Ponkauskas.  

mailto:jknutson604@gmail.com
tel:(608)%20921-6534


Would you like to receive synod stories 
of our ministry together, timely news up-
dates and invitations to learning and min-
istry opportunities in synod? If you would 

like to receive What Matters and Walking Togeth-
er: Faith for Our Journey, please go to:  
http://bit.ly/SynodNews 
_________________________________________ 
 

Agrace to Offer Orientation for  
Prospective Volunteers in September  

 

In September, Agrace Hospice & Palliative Care will 
offer volunteer orientation for those interested in 
brightening the lives of hospice patients. Orienta-
tion will be held Tuesday, September 12, from 5 
p.m. to 9 p.m., at Agrace in Janesville. Before 
they attend orientation, prospective volunteers 
must complete an application and an interview 
process with Agrace’s Volunteer Services staff to 
identify the volunteer’s skills and interests. Call 
(608) 314-2922 for an application and to register 
for orientation. 
_________________________________________ 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

LUTHERDALE’S 
HARVEST YOUR LIFE’S WISDOM RETREAT 

September 13—15, 2017 
Only $279 per person 

Includes 7 meals, lodging and program 
 
Keynote Speaker Paul Campbell started working 
on retreats for those in their “3rd Chapter of Life” 
eight years ago while serving as the Executive  
Director for Spirit in the Desert Retreat Center in 
Carefree, AZ. He retired from that position and is 
now re-fired to answer God’s call to create and 
lead retreats focused on this age group. 
Register at lutherdale.org or find a registration 
form on the table in the narthex. More infor-
mation about this retreat is available on the  
bulletin board in the narthex.  

Community Clothes Closet is 
open every Saturday from 
10am—2pm. The Clothes    
Closet is located at the old Power and 
Light Building, 1108 11th St. All items at the Closet 
are free and is staffed by volunteers.  

Healthy Eating, Healthy Living—The Senior Nutri-
tion Program of Green Co. provides balanced  
nutrition to seniors. For a Dining Center reserva-
tion, contact Brodhead Senior Center: 897-4796. 
 
White Gift food pantry hours are from 10—11am 
on the 3rd Saturday of the month. The pantry is 
located behind the Senior Center. If you have a 
need, please contact Vickie Krattiger at 897-6466. 
_________________________________________ 

 

HBO SCREENING 

WARNING: THIS DRUG MAY KILL YOU  

 
Better Brodhead cordially invites you and your guest to 

a screening and discussion of the HBO documentary 

“Warning: This Drug May Kill You.” This documentary 

provides an eye-opening look at a terrifying epidemic 

that is devastating communities across this country. The 

documentary follows four families whose lives have 

been affected by prescription pain killers. Through the 

personal and emotional stories of people on the front 

lines of this epidemic, the film sheds light on the strug-

gles of ordinary people who were prescribed highly  

addictive opioid pain medications, which are often the 

gateway to a very similar opioid, heroin. The documen-

tary features home videos and photos that humanize this 

public health crisis.  

 

The documentary will be shown at the Brodhead  

Memorial Library on Monday October 2nd starting 

at 5:30pm. Nancy Richardson from Green County 

AODA will provide a brief introduction prior to the film 

screening. Documentary attendees will also receive  

resources and information to assists with helping this 

epidemic in their community.  

 

Better Brodhead recommends this documentary is not 

shown to anyone under the age of 16 and anyone under 

the age of 18 will need adult supervision.  

 

Looking ahead:  Narcan Training Sessions 

 Nov. 6—Brodhead Public Library 

 Nov. 13—Auditorium, Green County                  

Human Services 

Sessions are 1 hour from 6pm—7pm 
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Join us Sunday mornings  
Worship at 9:00 

 

Coffee & Fellowship  
following the  
worship hour 


