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We just spent the last five weeks of worship  

exploring a section of John’s gospel where Jesus teach-

es about the “bread of life.” I won’t be reviewing those 

five sermons here, but I do want to recall for us the  

image at the background of that teaching: a miraculous 

meal.  
 

Jesus saw a hungry crowd, and by his own hand, he 

feeds them. A few loaves of bread and two fish end up 

feeding several thousand people with loads of leftovers 

to spare.  
 

When we think of our Lord Jesus as the “bread of life,” 

this image of such a meal ought to be in our minds. It 

gives us not only a picture of Jesus’ gracious will to 

care for and feed the world, but of the incredible abun-

dance we enjoy when we trust in God and share what 

God has given us. 
 

This central teaching in John’s gospel not only tells us 

about who Jesus is and what his mission is about, but 

also about who we are as the Church and about our 

place in God’s mission to the world. We are gathered in 

love, fed by grace, and given all we need to live an 

abundant life. (Side note: When the gospels talk about 

“abundance” or “abundant life” it is not speaking of 

earthly prosperity. Rather, Jesus is promising a reality 

of wholeness, healing, and liberation that this world 

cannot give. It refers to a life that is transformed by the 

gift of salvation, which is not some future reality in 

heaven, but a present reality for us here and now.) 
 

As the baptized, we affirm that our trust is first and 

foremost in the grace of God through Jesus Christ. This 

is a radical idea (too radical for most of that crowd in 

John’s gospel, we find out) and an incredibly liberating 

force in our lives.  
 

It sets us free from the fears and anxieties imposed by 

the world’s systems of economic, social, and political 

power.  
 

It sets us free to belong to Christ and to one another 

above other (and oftentimes, toxic) systems of belong-

ing.  
 

It sets us free to focus on our living as the body of 

Christ, rather than on our survival – as a church, as a 

nation, or any other group. 
 

The message of Jesus as the bread of life reminds us  

that we are known and loved by Christ, that we have 

received from his body all we need for an abundant life, 

and that we are free to share this life without fear. 

Placing our trust in God’s abundant grace, we can live 

with joy and confidence as we serve with God’s be-

loved community in feeding this world. 
 

Grace and Peace, 

Pastor Peder 
 

P.S.  

The council has asked that I express their thanks and 

gratitude to you all for your generosity to our congrega-

tion and its ministries over the summer months. We met 

our goal of paying off the new carpet in the fellowship 

hall months ahead of schedule. Thank you! Despite 

some financially lean weeks (typical of the summer sea-

son), we have also had some of our strongest summer 

giving in recent years. Thank you! 
 

Thank you for trusting in the grace of Jesus and in our 

ministry to the gospel! Thank you for sharing your 

“bread” and trusting God to continue doing with us 

what we are gathered and sent to do. 
 

I would also like to publicly thank the family and 

friends of Ruth Wendler for the generous gift of memo-

rials given in her honor. Bethlehem received over $500 

to support our ministry in the coming years. 
 

Finally, I thank our council for their leadership and 

stewardship of the resources and responsibilities en-

trusted to this congregation. They are thoughtful and 

faithful in their discernment as they care for our congre-

gation, meet our obligations, and plan for our future. It 

is difficult work at times, and they carry it out with 

grace. Please join me in thanking and praying for these 

leaders of our church. 
 

This last month, the council determined it was the right 

time, thanks to the steady financial support of our con-

gregation, to replace our aging lawn mower with a new 

machine to care for our large property. A new mower, 

under warranty, was purchased from a local dealer and 

paid in full with undesignated memorial funds and a 

portion of our savings. They are asking the congrega-

tion to prayerfully consider making an extra gift in the 

coming months to recover this cost. Thank you all for 

the consideration, and again, for the generosity that al-

lows our congregation to live in confidence. 



Thank you to all those who  
sponsored special gifts during  
the months of August. 
 

 

Communion elements were given… 
Aug 5:  in honor of Doug and Janice Knight for 
their 37th wedding anniversary. 
 

Sanctuary flowers were given… 
Aug 5:  by Ron and Vivienne Braun in honor of 
their daughter Amanda, for her birthday, August 6; 
and in memory of their Goddaughter Megan  
Newcomer, in remembrance of her birthday,  
August 5th. 

_________________________________________ 
 

In Christian Sympathy 
 

Our sympathy and prayers are extended to the 
families and friends of the following: 
 

Ron O’Dorne—August 3, 2018 
Orrie Krause—August 13, 2018 

Darrell Nelson—August 15, 2018 
_________________________________________ 

 

VANCO Services  
 

It’s easy to be generous towards God and God’s 
mission, even when your schedule keeps you away 
from worship. Visit the “resource” page on our 
website and click “online giving” to set up secure 
online giving. Gifts can be scheduled as a one-time 
or recurring gift of any amount you choose. You 
can use their Give+ app on your smartphone too! 
_____________________________________________ 

 

Due to privacy laws, the 
church office is not informed 
of hospitalizations unless you 
grant permission for the 
medical facility to notify us.  
If you would like a visit or 
prayer, please let us know 

when you will be going into the hospital or please 
have a family member notify us. 
 
Also, if you have dropped your land line or 
changed your phone number or email address, 
please let us know so we can keep our records up 
to date. 

If you need a ride to church or a 
church activity, contact one of our 
“Share-A-Ride” volunteers. 

 

Chairperson:  Jo Pinnow  897-4275 
Doug Bliss    897-4618 
Renata Olsen    558-4969 

If you would like to help out as a driver, 
please call Jo Pinnow at the number above. 

_________________________________________ 
 

WORDS OF APPRECIATION 
 

Skaalen Home & Rehabilitation Center gratefully 
acknowledges your gifts totaling $400.00. Thank 
you for this gift that will help us care for all who 
reside here for years to come.       Kris Krentz—
Pres/CEO 

 

Thank you friends! Thank you for supporting our 
mission of “Building lives in Christ”. Your gifts to-
taling $400.00 in support of Lutherdale’s ministry 
is a blessing and greatly appreciated. Your partner-
ship plays an important role in Lutherdale being a  
vibrant and strong Christian ministry. 

Jeffrey A Bluhm, Executive Director 
 

Thank you for your recent contribution to our 
program. As always, we will put it to good use 
helping the homeless.—Family Promise of Green Co 

 

Thank you for your generous gift of $235.00 to  
Lutheran Immigration and Refugee Service. I am so 
thankful for your compassion and determination—
both of which are vital to a warm welcome. 

Kay Bellor—Vice President for Programs 
 

Thank you to Thrivent members who directed 
their Choice Dollars® to Bethlehem Church. By  
directing your Choice Dollars to Bethlehem, it 
helps further support our important work here. 
 

Thank you for all the prayer support for Mom! 
We appreciate all—BLC was very important to 
Mom!                              The Family of Ruth Wendler 
(The complete thank you card is on the board in the narthex.) 

 

Thank you all so much for the beautiful tie  
blanket and well wishes as I begin my future at  
St Norbert College. I cherish your support and feel 
grateful for your presence in my life!                
God’s blessings always!                         Cora Purdue 

(The thank you card is on the board in the narthex.) 

Please keep 
us informed 



So Why Even Consider Joining the 
Book of Faith Study Group? 

 

I think it was 7 or 8 years ago that the ELCA was 
concerned that our church bodies were not study-
ing the Bible to enrich their lives and help them 
better serve our Lord by learning what He would 
have us do here on earth. I was moved by a Lead 
Conference session I attended that addressed this 
issue. They put out a ton of information on how to 
study and also provided study guides and booklets 
on many books of the Bible and topics found 
therein. 
 

Over the years, our small study group grew and 
remained at 7 to 10 members. We are still at 8 
members. We meet in each other’s homes where 
everyone can be comfortable and feel free to offer 
insights and opinions on the texts or topics. We 
don’t usually use the courses that Augsburg Press 
puts out, rather we study right out of the Bible, the 
book of faith. Afterwards, we usually have a light 
snack. It’s fun, uplifting and spiritually enriching! 
 

Thus I would like to share this experience with 
many more people this year and in years to come. 
Our first meeting after the summer break will be 
September 24th at the Dieckhoff’s at 7:00 p.m. this 
year we are studying little known people in the Bi-
ble, with each person finding a character to study. 
I am starting off with the first one, which will be 
Deborah, the 5th judge of Israel. Please consider 
joining us, even if it’s just for an occasional session. 
 

Chirstine Dieckhoff, Facilitator 
_________________________________________ 

 

 

 

Do you like to sing in the shower or sing along 
with the radio? Do people say you have a nice 
singing voice? Then add it to the Bethlehem 
Choir!  
Choir practice resumes on Wednesday, evenings at 
7:00. We welcome back our existing choir mem-
bers and encourage others to add their voice as 
well! Singing can lift our spirits, enliven our faith 
and, well, it’s just plain fun! If you are interested in 
being in the choir, see Helen LaBorde or just show 
up on a Wednesday evening! 

The Altar Guild is in need of more 
helpers. Serving on the Altar Guild is a 
special way to serve God and your 
church by helping to prepare for the 

sacrament of Holy Communion, maintaining the 
baptismal font for the sacrament of Holy Baptism. 
You would help in making the sanctuary a place of 
beauty and significance; a space where we are 
stirred to draw closer to God in worship and 
praise. Please consider helping with this important 
ministry. If we can get enough helpers, it would 
only be a one month commitment. Please see 
Carole Haraldson if you would like to help or con-
tact the church office. 
_________________________________________ 
 

H.O.M.E. HELPERS NEEDED  
 

If you would be willing to help out once a month to 
prepare or deliver the meals we take to our home-
bound and community friends, please sign up at 
the table in the narthex. If you can’t make it on the 
third Wednesday to help that day, we would still 
appreciate help in food preparation such as bars or 
salads. If you have any questions about the 
H.O.M.E. Meal Program, please speak with Janice 
Knight or call the church office. 
_________________________________________ 
 

PLEA FROM LUTHERAN WORLD RELIEF 
 

“Requests for School Kits and Personal Care Kits 
are coming in faster than we can keep up. Take 
advantage of summer sales and help ensure that 
we can say YES to every family who needs the    
essential items in these kits.”  
(Thank you for all the donations that have already come in.) 

Supplies needed for School Kits are: 
 70 sheet spiral notebooks in wide or college-

ruled paper about 8” x 10 ½”; no loose leaf  
paper 

 30 centimeter rulers, or ruler with centimeters 
on one side and inches on the other 

 pencil sharpeners 
 blunt scissors (safety with embedded steel 

blades work well) 
 black or blue ballpoint pens (no gel ink) 
 box of 16 or 24 crayons 
 2 ½” erasers 



Change in meeting dates due to  
Labor Day Holiday 

 
 Council meeting has been changed to         

September 10th at 7:00 p.m. 
 Sarah Circle will meet at the church on     

Tuesday, September 11th at 11:00 and        
then carpool to Moy’s in Elkhorn for lunch. 

__________________________________________________ 
 

QUILTING RESUMES IN SEPTEMBER! 
 

Join the Quilting Group each second 
and fourth Tuesday of the month at 

9:00 a.m. beginning Tuesday, September 11th. The 
quilts made are donated to Lutheran World Relief 
and in the community as needs arise. Even if you 
do not sew, you can help out in this group. If you 
are able to tie a knot or pin fabric, you can be an 
important part of the quilting process. We can  
really use more help since many of our members 
have retired. We break for treats and lively conver-
sation.  Please give it a try! You’ll have fun while 
being Jesus to the world. 
_________________________________________ 

 
BOOK DISCUSSION GROUP 

 
Join us on Sunday morning, September 16,  
following worship, to discuss the book,  
“Inspired.” If you would like more information 
about the book/group, see Helen LaBorde or 
Kirsten Johanson. 
_________________________________________ 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 

Faith Night resumes on Wednesday, September 
26th at 5:30. We begin with a meal and break for a 
time of learning, singing, crafting and lots of fun!  
We welcome back our current families and hope 
others will join us for the new season. Invite your 
friends and neighbors to bring their families too. 
See you on the 26th! 
 

A thorough search is underway... 
 

We need someone who goes to Janesville 
from time to time and wouldn’t mind 
dropping off the used ink cartridges at the 
Staples store there. The secretary used to drop 
them off at the Freeport location, but has learned 
that the Staples in Freeport will be closing on  
October 5th. We will need somebody to drop them 
off in Janesville after October 5th. It is usually 
about once, maybe twice a quarter, depending on 
how many cartridges we have to drop off. 
 

If you would be able to help out, please contact 
Pam in the office. Your help will enable us to con-
tinue to save money on office supplies for the 
church. 
_________________________________________ 
 

A NOTE OF THANKS 
 

Thank you—with appreciation for all you do. With 
gratitude for who you are. Thank you for all the 
love and support you have shown our family. 

The Family of Darrell Nelson 
_________________________________________ 

 
 
 
 
 

 
Join members of Bethlehem as we participate in 
the ELCA Day of Service. All across our church,  
Lutherans will be in their communities doing acts 
of service to demonstrate the love of God we are 
given to share. After worship on September 9, we 
will have a number of service projects for all ages 
and abilities. Custom matching T-shirts are availa-
ble to keep for an $8 donation or borrowed for the 
day at no cost. 
_________________________________________ 
 

All students, teachers, and 
school employees are invited to 
join us on Sunday, September 9 
for a special “blessing of the 
school year” during the 9:00 
a.m. worship hour. Please bring your backpacks, 
lesson plans, etc. for the special blessing. 



Stay connected to exciting events and 
stories of our faith in action in our 
synod! To sign up for synod news, please 
email Synod Communicator & Event 

Manager, Deacon Vicki Hanrahan at  
vickih@scsw-elca.org to be added to “What 
Matters.” 
_________________________________________ 
 
Family Promise events:  

 Mark your calendars for the September 2nd     
Monroe Moose Lodge Benefit Breakfast for 
Family Promise 8 am-12 pm. 

 BLC hosts Family Promise the week of          
September 2nd. Help is needed – please sign 
up on the board in the narthex. 

________________________________________ 
 

HEAL GRIEF SUPPORT GROUP 
 

HEAL grief and education group offers sessions 
open to anyone 18 years and older who has  
experienced the death of someone special. Learn 
about the grieving process and ideas for coping 
and healing in a safe and supportive setting. 
 

SIX WEEK SESSIONS: 
September 5—October 10 
Wednesdays 6:00—7:30pm 
 

Monroe Clinic Hospice 
St. Camillus Center 
2101 Sixth Street 
Monroe WI 
 

There is no cost to attend. Space is limited. To  
register or express interest in attending, please call 
608-324-1230. You may also visit monroeclinic.org 
to learn more. 
_________________________________________ 

 
PENNIES FOR A PURPOSE 

 
We continue to collect donations of your 

spare pennies to help women in the Brodhead 
community. A large container is in the narthex for 
your donations. Thank you for sharing! 
 

Community Clothes Closet is 
open every Saturday from 
10am—2pm. The Clothes    
Closet is located at the old Power and 
Light Building, 1108 11th St. All items at the Closet 
are free and is staffed by volunteers.  

Healthy Eating, Healthy Living—The Senior Nutri-
tion Program of Green Co. provides balanced  
nutrition to seniors. For a Dining Center reserva-
tion, contact Brodhead Senior Center: 897-4796. 
 

White Gift food pantry hours are from 10—11am 
on the 3rd Saturday of the month. The pantry is 
located behind the Senior Center. If you have a 
need, please contact Vickie Krattiger at 897-6466. 
_________________________________________ 
 

Agrace to Offer Orientation for  
New Volunteers in September  

 

In September, Agrace Hospice & Palliative Care  
will offer orientation for those interested in bright-
ening the lives of hospice patients by volunteering. 
Volunteer orientation will be held Monday  
September 17, from 8 a.m. to noon, at Agrace in 
Janesville. Before they attend orientation, prospec-
tive volunteers must complete an application and 
an interview with Agrace’s staff.  
Call (608) 314-2922 for an application and to  
register for orientation. 
_________________________________________ 
 

Brodview Manor 
702 17th St—Brodhead 

Designed for 62+ and younger disabled persons 
 

Housing for senior citizen clients consist of one-
bedroom apartments that are designed with  
seniors in mind. Residents pay only 30% of their 
adjusted gross income for rent, plus are given a 
utility allowance to assist in payment of their utility 
bills. Professional and caring management and 
maintenance personnel tend to residents’ needs 
on a timely basis. For more information call Becky 
Doebler at 608-897-2768.  
 
(A flyer with more information is on the bulletin 
board in the hallway near the washrooms.) 
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