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Dear friends in Christ, 

This year has been a challenging one! The COVID-19 
pandemic has changed the church and society. We 
have had to shift the ways we engage in ministry 
from a focus on in-person worship and meetings to 
livestream worship, virtual meetings and gatherings 
in the parking lot. We have had to shift to teaching 
children at home and working from home. We have 
not been able to travel to see friends or relatives or 
to celebrate life events. This has also been a time to 
address economic and social justice issues, to shift 
our thinking and our way of life. 

In times such as this, our baptism in Christ makes 
a difference and makes us different. Like Christians 
before us, we recall that God is faithful to God’s 
promises and God’s people. We see that God 
enables us to connect with one another even when 
we are separated. Shifts in the world invite us to 
be innovative in how we do God’s work and reach 
out to all ages in making disciples. We see that God 
is at work not only in our buildings but beyond 
them as well. We have found new ways to serve our 
neighbors and reach those in need. 

As we experience this time of uncertainty, we sense 
something new emerging. In many places there are 
new strategies and renewed energy for ministry, often 
generated by emerging leaders. We have developed 
a framework to build on, and now is the time to 
engage in hard work together. As you do in your 
congregation, we want our collaborative efforts to be 
both faithfully thoughtful and sustainable. We want to 
build up the body of Christ today and for the future. 

Looking across the church, I am grateful for your 
generous giving of time, talents and resources. Yes, 
God does continue to bless us! God will provide 
both relief from life’s struggles and hope for a 
stronger church, God’s church. We do not need to 
know how the future will unfold. As members in 
the body of Christ, we need only trust that God is 
with us and will provide. 

Building up the body of Christ together, 

The Rev. Elizabeth A. Eaton
Presiding Bishop
Evangelical Lutheran Church in America

The gifts he gave were that some would be apostles, 
some prophets, some evangelists, some pastors and 
teachers,  to equip the saints for the work of ministry, 
for building up the body of Christ, until all of us come to 
the unity of the faith and of the knowledge of the Son 
of God, to maturity, to the measure of the full stature 
of Christ. We must no longer be children, tossed to 
and fro and blown about by every wind of doctrine, 
by people’s trickery, by their craftiness in deceitful 
scheming. But speaking the truth in love, we must grow 
up in every way into him who is the head, into Christ, 
from whom the whole body, joined and knit together 
by every ligament with which it is equipped, as each 
part is working properly, promotes the body’s growth in 
building itself up in love.” —Ephesians 4:11-16

A message from

ELCA Presiding Bishop  
Elizabeth Eaton 

“



Litany
L.  O God of all power and love …  

C.  … we give thanks for your unfailing 
presence. 

L.  O God of all power and love, we give 
thanks …  

C.  … for the hope you provide in times 
of uncertainty and loss.  

L.  O God of all power and love … 

C. … we ask you to send your Holy 
Spirit to enkindle in us your holy 
fire.

L.  O God of all power and love, we ask 
you …

C.  … to revive us to live as Christ’s 
body in the world.

L.  O God of all power and love, we ask 
to be …

C.  … a people who pray, worship, 
learn, break bread, share life, heal 
neighbors, bear good news, seek 
justice, rest and grow in the Spirit. 

L.  O God of all power and love, we ask 
you to be with us …

C.  … wherever and however we gather. 
Unite us in common prayer and 
send us in common mission, that 
we and the whole creation might 
be restored and renewed, through 
Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen.

ANNUAL CONGREGATIONAL MEETING OPENING LITURGY

Text: Mark Glaeser, b. 1956, and Donna Hanna, b. 1952
Text © 2003 Augsburg Fortress

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from 
copyright administrator.



In the early verses of Ephesians 4, the apostle Paul 
writes to the Christians in Ephesus, a city on the 
Aegean Sea at the mouth of a river and at the 
intersection of three trading routes. The letter was 
written about ten years after the church had started. 
During the early years of this congregation, Jews and 
Gentiles from several ethnicities and nationalities 
had come together to form “one body.” Paul was 
aware that they had done well and commended 
them for their faith and love. 

The word “one” appears more than seven times in 
the first four verses. This reflects the importance Paul 
gave to being called into the “unity of Christ.” He 
wanted to note that, although many of the church 
members came from far off, there is “one Lord, one 
faith, one baptism.” This oneness reflects God’s gift 
of reconciliation in Christ.

A second emphasis from Paul was that, as believers, 
they were to “bear with one another in love.” This 
would require humility, gentleness and patience as 
each of them practiced their faith. It would require 
tolerance to “maintain unity of the Spirit in the 
bond of peace.” 

A third emphasis was that each person had been 
given gifts by God and that these gifts were given 
to increase the whole. Because the Ephesian 
church was a young congregation and its members 
were just beginning in their faith journey, their 
understandings were often tossed to and fro. But 
as they grew in faith, each person contributed to 
building up the body of Christ. 

The fourth and final emphasis was that by “speaking 
the truth in love,” each person must grow into Christ. 
This means taking time to learn about one another 
and their gifts. Knowing these gifts, we can do God’s 
work both within and beyond the faith community. 
When there are decisions to make or relationships 
to reconcile, we know to begin with prayer and 
reflection, always desiring to speak the truth in love 
— not for our own benefit but for God’s glory, that 
we might become more complete. 

As our members and friends gather today, whether 
face-to-face or online, we are reminded of our calling 
into “unity in Christ.” We come from many places and 
work in many contexts, and yet we recognize “one 
Lord, one faith, one baptism.” 

Whether new to a worshiping community or 
further along the journey, we realize that humility, 
gentleness and patience are required both in the 
good times and especially in times of uncertainty 
and struggle. God wants us to be more complete 
through our work. Christ provides the way. The Holy 
Spirit is with us for guidance and courage. Each of 
us has been given the gifts to be complete, and 
through our faithfulness we will grow stronger and 
work together as one body. 

Let us pray: Lord, let the words of the 
apostle Paul dwell in us deeply. May we 
embrace the reconciling power of oneness 
with Christ. May this oneness guide our 
congregation as we live into the new 
realities of these times. As we meet new 
partners in ministry, may we take time to 
get to know them with patience, humility 
and love. Help us to see how sharing our 
gifts will make your work easier and more 
fulfilling while bringing all of us closer 
to Christ. May the blessings you give each 
day strengthen us to a living, daring 
confidence in your grace. Amen.
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Dear Friends in Christ, 

 

The preacher C.H. Spurgeon once said, “By perseverance the snail reached the ark.” 

Sit with that for just a moment.  2020 felt to me a lot like the journey the snail undertook to the 

ark. So much of 2020 seemed like a slow crawl along a muddy, unknown, and uncertain path.  

Like the snail, we may have had days when we forgot what we were crawling toward or what 

the journey was all about.  We may have lost track of the summons to go to the ark altogether.  

 

But, by perseverance the snail reached the ark. This is incredible grace.  This too was 2020.  The 

138 congregations and ministries of the South-Central Synod of Wisconsin proclaimed God’s 

Word, provided places and spaces for people to keep connecting to their community of faith, 

and reached out in generosity to neighbors.  You persevered.  Even as we felt it to be a muddy, 

unknown, unending path beneath us, the church kept crawling forward with the transforming 

love of Jesus Christ.   

 

You are reading this report because you care about your congregation.  Thank you for that 

care, especially this year, and thank you for attending your congregation’s annual meeting. I 

know you have had to adapt in ways you never imagined.  Thank you for persisting.  

 

Please know that your synod, the South-Central Synod of Wisconsin, is committed to being your 

partner in ministry.  CARE-CONNECT-EQUIP are our values.  In 2021 we will continue to foster 

partnerships that help us live out these values. We will persevere on the path together: 

 

• With conferences, the synod council, and the office of bishop 

• Among and between congregations 

• Among and between rostered and lay leaders 

• With ecumenical and global partners 

• Between ELCA congregations, the synod and the national church 

 

I am deeply grateful for this new calling to serve with you as bishop.  I am honored to call this 

synod my home and believe that God is leading us forward together.  Together may we find 

new ways to share God’s grace, build community and to be Christ’s presence along the path.   

 

 

In Christ, 

 

 

Bishop Joy Mortensen-Wiebe 
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Faith, Love, and Acceptance for All 
 

   
Bethlehem Lutheran Church welcomes everyone because Jesus welcomes everyone, and loves them unconditionally. 
Liberated by the good news that nourishes us through scripture and at the communion table, we are free to extend 
God’s radical welcome to all people. You are welcome here, whatever your age, ability, social and economic class, 
race, culture, language, sexual orientation, gender identity, gender expression, or whatever other distinctions make 
you who you are. We embrace you as a whole person, wonderfully and beautifully made by God. We embrace your 
questions, your complexities, and your gifts. Gathered and sustained by God’s love, we will strive to live as a 
reconciling people, in our life together and in our witness to the world. 



 

 

ANNUAL CONGREGATIONAL MEETING 

 

 

February 7, 2021 

10:00 a.m. on Zoom 

 

 

 

AGENDA 

 

 

 

Devotions – Pastor Peder Johanson 

 

Announcement of quorum (10% or 25 eligible voting members)  

 

Approval of Agenda 

 

Minutes of previous congregational meetings:   February 2, 2020 

 December 6, 2020 

 

Reports 

 Pastor’s Report 

 Treasurer’s Report 

 Questions on other reports (President, Council, Congregational groups) 

  

New Business 

Elections (Nominees introduced)  

BLC Constitution C12.02 calls for a written ballot to be cast for Council positions.  

The council moves to suspend this requirement, to allow for a voice vote of affirmation for 

all uncontested positions. (Voice VOTE on council motion) 

Contested positions may be voted upon by written ballot, sent as electronic message to the 

council secretary. Instructions will be given as needed.  

 

Motion to adjourn and Lord’s Prayer 

 

 



Bethlehem Lutheran Church Annual Meeting 
Sunday, February 2, 2020 

 
 
Quorum was met with 29 people and the meeting was able to happen. 
 
President Todd Long called the meeting to order at 10:15 am 
 
Pastor Peder led the congregation with devotions. 
 
Approval of the Agenda – Carl Hearing made a motion to approve the agenda.  Wayne 
Dieckhoff 2nd the motion.  Motion was approved. 
 
Minutes – Doug Pinnow made a motion to approve the minutes from the February 3, 2019, 
September 29, 2019, and December 8, 2019.  Vivian Braun 2nd the motion.  The motion was 
approved. 
 
Reports 
 
Pastor’s Report – Pastor took questions from the congregation on his report.  Chris Dieckhoff 
asked if the sabbatical will be paid or not paid.  Pastor stated it would be paid and he would be 
working with the executive committee to coordinate.  Ron Massen asked about supply.  Pastor 
stated he would be working out the details, but there are a number of options (utilizing various 
committees, supply pastors, etc).  Doug Pinnow asked how long the sabbatical would be.  
Pastor stated that 12 weeks is the recommendation.  Pastor also wanted to share that the work 
we are doing here matters and is being noticed (Mexican Consulate and RIC).   
 
President’s Report 
Todd Long said we should embrace children in church and he sees growth through the children. 
 
Evangelism Report – Chris Dieckhoff talked on behalf of the committee.  She stated that the 
evangelism committee has been reactivated and have met once a month since November.  
Some of the goals of the committee are to:  Encourage Bible study and reflection; Create a 
welcoming atmosphere; Empower current members to tell their story; Create a spiritual watch 
in the neighborhood; Work on a new directory; Bring back fun times (picnics, potlucks, etc); 
Encourage members to attend and participate; Next meeting is scheduled for February 18 at 
2:00 pm 
 
Stewardship Report – Pastor Peder led the talk on behalf of the committee.  Pastor and Barb 
are leading this committee.  We have seen decline in members since 2018, but we have been 
able to absorb the decline in donations with our current members.  There has been an increase 
with unaccounted donations with activities like Pennies with a Purpose, Coffee Hours, etc.  We 
are growing with our giving in money, time, and skills.  We are fortunate enough that we do 
have a large reserve of money to lean on if needed (Goldie’s money).  We have been able to do 



a lot with the larger church by exceeding our worldwide giving.  The committee is looking at the 
generosity for needs within the community – particularly with hungry children in our area and 
would like to come up with a plan for us to help. 
 
 
Elections 
 
Treasurer – there was a nomination from Donna Millard to nominate Todd Long for the office 
of treasurer (1 year term).  Carl Hearing 2nd the nomination.   
 
Todd then handed to chair to Pastor to avoid conflict or in-proprietaries.  He retook gavel after 
election. 
 
Council Members 
There were three nominees for the three open council positions; Hailey Carvalho, Nick Jarvis, 
and Julie Neeley 
 
2020 Nominating Committee  
There were three nominees for the 2020 nominating committee; Kirsten Johanson, Todd Long, 
and Steve Mischka 
 
Financial Secretary 2020 
There was one nominee for the office of financial secretary; Wayne Dieckhoff 
 
Mission Endowment 2020 
There was one nominee for the mission endowment; Tom Matteson 
 
Synod Assembly 
Chris Dieckhoff nominated Tom Matteson and Donna Millard to fill the 2 voting members at 
Synod assembly and nominated Kathy Matteson and Todd Long as alternates for the Synod 
assembly.  Doug 2nd the motion. 
 
Skaalen Home Liaison – Carole Haraldson 
 
Doug Pinnow moved to close the nominations from the floor and the nominees as presented 
and move to a unanimous vote (since all positions were running unopposed).  Debbie Malcook 
2nd the motion.  Motion was approved. 
 
Barb Krattiger moved to adjourn the meeting.  Carl Hearing 2nd the motion.  Motion was 
approved. 
 
We closed with the Lord’s Prayer. 
 
Submitted by Donna Millard, secretary 



Minutes from Congregational Financial Meeting 12/6/2020 
 
Call to Order: President Helen Laborde opened the meeting, and welcomed everyone to the 
meeting.  Pastor Peder led the group in a short prayer. 
 
Quorum: 29 members were in attendance virtually through zoom 
 
Agenda Approval:  Doug Pinnow motioned to approve the agenda as sent out.  Cindy Miller 
seconded that motion.  Motion passed 
 
Buildings Report: Carl Hearing reported on the building update, including the progress on the 
landscaping project.  Randy at First Center Floral absorbed the inventory for the year, and the 
project will move forward next year when someone can be found to do the job.   
 
Discussion took place about our secretary Pam, who will be retiring at the end of the year.  Next 
steps are in the process of being discussed. Pastor Peder and the council have discussed 
perhaps waiting to fill this secretary position as we see what the church will look like outside of 
the pandemic.  
 
After a discussion of the spending plan, Ron Massen voted to accept the plan as presented with 
Nancy Sutherland seconding the motion.  
 
Some discussion followed as to the possibility with council meetings and other communications 
being more transparent for the whole congregation to see. 
 
There was a motion to approve the spending plan with the provision that some specific items 
be investigated further and reported at the congregational meeting.  The motion was revised 
with the blessing of Ron and Nancy.  There will be some further investigation into some specific 
budget changes. 
 
Doug Pinnow called for the question. 
 
Motion to approve the spending plan passed unanimously. 
 

Pastor Peder discussed the continued pandemic and the church’s stance on in person 
service.  As hard as it is, it is the best way to keep our congregation safe and help protect our 
communities going forward. 
 
Tom Matteson motioned to adjourn the meeting seconded by Julie Neeley. 
 
Submitted by Nick Jarvis, secretary 



PASTOR’S REPORT 

What a year we’ve had. As I look back on the start of 2020 (which feels like so long ago!), I am 
reminded of the energy that started out the year. We had just recently voted to become a 
Reconciling in Christ (RIC) congregation. We had signed on to be part of the ELCA’s Welcoming 
Congregation Network, signaling our support and partnership with our churchwide and synod 
ministries to welcome and support immigrants and refugees. We had a renewed energy around 
stewardship and evangelism, with hopes of strengthening our connections to each other and to 
our neighbors.  

In late January, I embarked on a 10-day trip to Puerto Rico to study Spanish with other synod 
leaders in hopes of strengthening our Latino outreach ministries in our synod and with our local 
neighbors. I learned to lead worship and even preached a short sermon in Spanish. I was 
thrilled to be invited to preside for our friends at San Jose in Beloit at the end of March, and 
looked forward to the opportunity to strengthen that relationship and grow in our local 
outreach to the Spanish-speaking population.  

Our worship and music team had plans for special Lent and Easter seasons, and I was beginning 
to make arrangements for a renewing sabbatical in the summer of 2020. Then came talk of 
“flattening the curve” with temporary closures and voluntary shut-downs. And, well, you all 
know the rest. A few weeks turned into a few months, and before long our country (and, for a 
time, our state) became an epicenter of the global pandemic that still rages on. At the time of 
this writing, Covid-19 has been credited with 2.16 million deaths worldwide (429k in the US, 
and over 6,000 in Wisconsin) with an average daily death toll around 3,000 in the US.  

There is a lot to grieve about the circumstances of this last year and the reality of this pandemic 
continuing for the unforeseeable future. As a congregation, we long to be safely together in 
singing, prayer, and fellowship. While we had several opportunities for gathering outdoors 
since closing our building on March 15 (and look forward to more as soon as the weather turns 
warmer), I imagine many of you miss the ritual of walking into your familiar sacred space and 
sitting in your pew on Sunday mornings. I miss being there with all of you. I worry about the lost 
energy and missed opportunities as we’ve had to postpone indefinitely (or cancel altogether) 
good ministry. I ache the most over the lives lost this year - to the pandemic and amidst the 
pandemic - and the cruel way this virus has kept us from grieving and comforting one another 
as we might do otherwise. And I know there are more challenges and hardships endured by all 
of us than I have room to write in this report.  

You are not alone in whatever disappointment, loneliness, or struggle you have experienced 
this year. I hope you know that. And I hope our church, that is, our relationships to each other 
as siblings in Christ, united by the Holy Spirit, has been some comfort to you during these 
difficult days. The truth is, our church never closed, because we are the church.  

I know that probably sounds cliché by now, but it’s the truth of our faith and the promise of our 
baptism. We are not merely consumers of a religious product or a club of like-minded members 
enjoying fellowship and service opportunities. We are people of God, alive by the Spirit, 
nourished by the Word, living in the promise of a gospel that dares to proclaim hope in the 
presence of despair and life in the face of death. That is what we have always been called and 
blessed to be. We are no less than the physical body of Christ in this place and time - scattered 



as we are today. You still have a church because Christ has a church, and that church is still as 
active and present as each of us who live and breathe and love as children of God. 

Admittedly, there have been some significant changes in our life together. Thanks to modern 
technology, we are still able to gather in virtual spaces while staying safer at home. Since 
March, I have produced/led at least 50 worship services for Facebook and/or Zoom. I am 
grateful to have had some prior experience in producing music and video content, but this has 
been a new skill set for all of us. Who would have imagined a year ago that all of our worship 
services would be available to the world as on-demand videos, and that so many of our 
members would be comfortable attending worship online?! I know it is no substitute for being 
together, physically, but it has been a gift for me and I hope it has sustained you.  

This crisis has, for better or worse, forced us into the 21st century and into new ways of sharing 
the gospel. Throughout the year we have welcomed distant friends and relatives into our Zoom 
worship services. I hear stories all the time of people from all over finding us (or being invited 
by a friend) and worshipping with us on Facebook. Whatever our future holds, I imagine this 
new platform for ministry will remain part of our outreach, and I encourage everyone to 
consider extending an invitation. It’s never been easier to ask a friend or neighbor to visit your 
church. 

I think it is important to note that our building has not been entirely dormant during this time. 
The American Red Cross has held two blood drives with increased safety and sanitation 
protocols and the Sexual Assault Recovery Program of Green County continues to use one of 
our rooms as a private location to meet with clients. This partnership with SARP provides local 
access to an important service for survivors of sexual assault in our community. Though the 
individuals receiving this care never see me or anyone else from our church, they come to know 
that Bethlehem is a safe place and that our people care about them and their wellbeing. If 
we’ve “accomplished” nothing more than that, by way of public witness during the last year, I 
can take pride this. The love of God among us is finding its way to those in need of hope and 
healing.  

The year ahead is uncertain. Vaccines are becoming available, but we’re still learning what a 
vaccine means to the pandemic, and health experts still recommend we continue with the 
current procedures until community spread decreases significantly. Thank you all for your 
patience, your participation and support, and your continued faith and hope during this 
extraordinary year. There is a future for us, and while it may look very different from our past, it 
will be blessed by God’s abundant grace and nurtured by God’s Holy Spirit. Let us hold onto 
that hope as we enter a new year, and let us imagine together what God has in store for the 
ministry and witness of Bethlehem Lutheran Church. 

As a final word, I wish to give my thanks and appreciation to Pam Kessler, who retired at the 
end of 2020 after 17 years of service as our church secretary. Her ministry of administration, 
communication, and friendly presence throughout the week was a gift to us all and she will be 
missed.  

Grace and Peace, 
Pastor Peder 

 



 
COUNCIL PRESIDENT 

 
BLC friends,  
 
2020 was a hard year in many ways, yet I am so grateful for the loved ones in my life, for a 
home, and food. I am thankful for the witness and fellowship of Bethlehem Lutheran Church 
through virtual platforms even as I mourn the loss of the feeling of community. I miss my BLC 
community! My hope is, as 2021 rolls along, we will be able to start coming together again to 
worship, drink coffee, have discussions, and continue the mission we are called to.  
 
God is with us all, 
Helen LaBorde, council president 
 

 



Bethelhem Lutheran Church
2021 Spending Plan

INCOME YTD EXPENSES 2020 2021 Notes/
as of 12/30 Spending Plan Spending Plan Adjustments

General Contribution 108,958.00 139,546 139,546 0.00

Benevolence Offerings 3,327.00 5,000 5,000

Bullentin/Eternal/Comm/A Floral 184.00 1,200 1,200

designated memorial gifts 3,305.00 0 0

Franklin Templeton 25,873.00 14,000 14,000

Loan for Renovation 3,905.00

TOTAL INCOME $145,552.00 $159,746 $159,746

EXPENSES

Bookkeeper/Treasurer 578.00 1,300 1,300 13.50 hr

Custodian 2,487.00 6,000 6,000 11.50 hr

Secretary 13,787.00 13,500 13,500 13.00 hr

Organist 560.00 4,000 4,000 80/service

Sr Choir Director 0.00 0 0

Pastor Salary/Housing 70,760.00 62,760 62,760 (45,274/17,486)

Medical (paid with pastor's salary) 0.00 8,000 8,000

Continuing Education 500.00 2,300 2,300 1,200 carry-over

Social Security Offset Pastor 5,000.00 5,000 5,000 from 2019/20

Disability Insurance 1,141.00 1,850 1,850

Pension 7,389.00 7,900 7,900

Retiree Support 483.00 400 400

Payroll Taxes 1,332.00 2,000 2,000

Mileage 0.00 1,300 1,300

Worker Compension 1,078.00 950 950

TOTAL SALARIES $105,095.00 $117,260 $117,260 0.00

CHURCH ADMINSTRATION

Bank Charges/Vanco Charges 749.00 500 500

Computer Expenses 0.00 500 500

Insurance 4,060.00 3,850 3,850

Office Equipment Expenses 596.00 500 500

Supplies/Postage 2,048.00 1,500 1,500

Telephone / Internet 1,956.00 1,800 1,800

TOTAL CHURCH ADMINSTRATION $9,409.00 $8,650 $8,650 0.00

WORSHIP & MUSIC

Altar Guild Supplies 64.00 500 500

Devotional 236.00 100 100

Piano/Organ Maintenance 0.00 200 200

Senior Choir Music 39.00 0 0

Sound System 0.00 100 100

Supply Pastors/Organist 651.00 3,900 3,900 2,500 for sabbatical

Worship 756.00 1,500 1,500



Bethelhem Lutheran Church
2021 Spending Plan

TOTAL WORSHIP & MUSIC $1,746.00 $6,300 $6,300 0.00

PROPERTY

Building and Property Upkeep 1,478.00 2,000 2,000

Renovation Loan Payment 7,518.00 3,636 3,636

Snow Plowing 920.00 1,400 1,400

Utilities 6,479.00 7,000 7,000

TOTAL PROPERTY $16,395.00 $14,036 $14,036 0.00

WORLD MISSION

Family Promise 800.00 800 800

Lutheran Bible Camp 800.00 800 800

Lutheran Social Services 800.00 800 800

San Jose - Beloit 800.00 800 800

Skaalan Home 800.00 800 800

Other Donation(s)

SCSW (Benevolences) 6,000.00 6,000 6,000

TOTAL WORLD MISSION $10,000.00 $10,000 $10,000

FAITH FORMATION

Baptismal & First Communion 0.00 200 200

Christian Ed 71.00 200 200

Confirmation 0.00 200 200

Faith Formation 21.00 500 500

Travel/Conventions/Training 0.00 1,200 1,200

TOTAL FAITH FORMATION $92.00 $2,300 $2,300 0.00

SPONSORSHIP

Sponsored Expenses (Fl/Bul/WF) 180.00 1,200 1,200

Special Donations 0.00

To Memorial Fund (B,U,D,Y) 0.00 0 0

TOTAL SPONSORSHIP $180.00 $1,200 $1,200

TOTAL EXPENSES $142,917.00 $159,746 $159,746 0.00







Faith Night Annual Report 

Faith Night began 2020 meeting in person.  We had 30 children that had attended Faith Night at least 

once with an average weekly attendance of 15 -20 children.  We began each night at 5:30 pm by 

serving supper.  Our kitchen crew, led by Beth Plast, was amazing and served the best meals!  They 

were serving between 20 -30 meals a night.  At 6:00 pm, we began our lessons, led by Pastor Peder, 

Helen LaBorde, Kathy Matteson, and Donna Millard.  We utilized the ELCA Vacation Bible School 

curriculum, “Who Is My Neighbor”, for our Faith Night school year. In this curriculum, we learned that 

being a neighbor means more that being nearby, but instead means seeing each other as images of the 

living God in our midst.  There were five themes that we were worked on; God loves us, Let your light 

shine, No fear, God loves everyone, and Building God’s neighborhood.  The children were entertained 

by the fun skits and games.  They learned about our neighbors in different countries.  We learned new 

songs and had fun making crafts.  Our last in person Faith Night was March 11. 

On March 25, we began posting weekly videos on Facebook to go live at our normal Faith Night time of 

6:00 pm on Wednesdays.  We continued to post weekly videos through May 6.  These videos were a 

condensed version of Faith Night.  They consisted of a welcome, bible story, craft, prayer, and a story.   

During the summer, since we weren’t able to do an in-person Vacation Bible school, we posted a video 

once a month in June, July, and August.  We chose the theme of “God Feed’s Us” and heard stories 

about Jesus Feeding the 5000, Manna in the Wilderness, and Peter and Cornelius.   

For the 2020 – 2021 school year, we moved to doing a live Zoom meeting for Faith Night.  We record 

this meeting and post it to the church’s Facebook page for families that aren’t able to attend.  We 

decided to meet just once a month, the third Wednesday of each month at 6:00 pm.  Bailey 

Diffenderfer is helping with Faith Night for her senior project.  We put material kits together for the 

families and distributed those at the beginning of October.  Those kits were for the October through 

December meetings.  The kit had materials in them for use during the Zoom meetings as well as 

materials that the families could work on together during the Advent and Christmas seasons.  We have 

put new material kits together for the families to use during our January through May Faith Nights and 

these were delivered the beginning of January.  The curriculum we are using for this school year is also 

from the ELCA Vacation Bible School called, “On Earth As In Heaven”, and focuses lessons around the 

Lord’s Prayer.  There are again five themes we are working on; Zero Hunger, Good Health, Gender 

Equality, Education, and Peace.  We have averaged around 10 children on the Zoom meetings and are 

hoping to grow this number. 

A special thanks to all of the volunteers that have helped with Faith Night!  Thank you to the parents 

for stepping in and giving a helping hand when needed.  Thank you to the kids for bringing so much fun 

and excitement to Faith Night.  And thank you to everyone for being so understanding and flexible with 

our new format!  

Stay safe and we hope to see everyone soon! 

Submitted by, Donna Millard 



Book of Faith Annual Report 

  
The book of Faith Bible study is still going strong.  We lost 2 members with Ed and Brenda Kallas 
moving, but gained a member in Dan Fisher.  Even though Covid 19 slowed us down a little bit as did 2 
surgeries we still carefully moved forward in the Gospel of John.  We are now 6 members strong as we 
begin the year with John Chapter 14.   
  
Our fondest hope is that someone in our family of believers will be moved enough to join us every 
other week on the 2nd and 4th Mondays of each month at 7PM in one of our homes.  In January, the 
25th, we will be meeting at Ron Massen's new home in the Woods Crossing condos.   
  
If you have any questions or need a ride feel free to call Chris Dieckhoff, 608-558-5828, the facilitator.   
  
 



ALTAR GUILD 
 

With our last indoor worship service on March 15, little has been done with the Altar Guild this year. Many 
thanks to Helen LaBorde, Tom and Kathy Matteson, and Carole Haraldson for assisting with our outdoor 
services throughout the summer and fall.  We look forward to resuming our duties in the future. 
 
A new flagon was purchased with memorial gifts from the family of Yvonne Massen.  
 
When worship resumes, some of our liturgical and sacramental practices may be different. Any who are 
interested in helping develop and lead safe practices are more than welcome. Please contact Carole 
Haraldson or pastor Peder.  

 
 

PRAYER CHAIN 
 

Great and wonderful things can be accomplished through faithful prayer as God’s people join together. 
James 5:16 

 
We had six leaders that called 24 members who had volunteered to be on the Prayer Chain. These 
members were contacted when prayer was requested. We appreciate their faithfulness in praying for those 
in need in our Bethlehem family and in our community. 
 
If you would like to be contacted as a Prayer Chain link you may notify the church office. If you ever have a 
prayer request, please contact the church office or Prayer Chain coordinator, Carole Haraldson. Please 
make sure those for whom you request prayer have given their permission. It is our desire to pray for 
others but some prefer to keep their requests private.    ─Carole Haraldson, Coordinator 

 
 

BUILDING AND GROUNDS COMMITTEE 
 

Our building has seen less use during 2020, due to the pandemic closure, but we were still able to host two 
blood drives with the Red Cross and shared our field with the city Parks and Recreation department. The 
city took care of the lawn maintenance during the youth ball season.  
 
The following projects were undertaken through the Building and Grounds Committee in 2020: 

• Ash trees on the West side of the building were removed 

• Landscaping plans remain under development 
 

Doug Pinnow continues to do an outstanding job of maintaining the outside of our building and grounds 
and we are appreciative of his work.  
 
Building and grounds questions or concerns can be addressed to Carl Hearing or a member of the board. 
In Christ, Carl Hearing – 608-558-2087 



H.O.M.E. (Helping Others with Meals to Enjoy) 
 

While the COVID-19 Pandemic caused us to pause this ministry, we delivered meals during January, 
February, and March to 12 individuals of the church. We look forward to resuming in some way in the 
future.  

 
 

SKAALEN 
 
Beginning in March, Skaalen Home had to limit all volunteer opportunities. Our church continued to 
support their living enrichment programs through special donations to their programs. In previous years, 
our members would buy birthday and Christmas gifts for residents. This year, the staff made purchases 
funded by Bethlehem and other congregations. Thank you to the women’s circle and others who 
contributed. Please continue to pray for the staff and residents of Skaalen Home and other long-term care 
facilities during these difficult times. 

 
 

BETHLEHEM QUILTERS 
 

Quilters met in January and February of 2020, but by March had to discontinue regular sewing days due to 
Covid-19.  Members, however, continued to work individually in their homes.  By late November sewing 
days were resumed with safety measures in place. 
  
Three Thrivent Action Teams provided $750 in funds used to purchase batting, and supplies for school and 
health kits. 
  
The following items were sent to Lutheran World Relief in 2020: 
                59 quilts 
                52 school kits 
                57 health kits 
                4 layettes 
 
4 cat/dog beds were made and donated to the Green County Humane Society. 
  
Thanks to all who helped sew and tie quilts, and everyone who donated materials. 
  
From the Gather Magazine – A Tribute to LWR Quilters by Kimberly Knowles-Zeller.  “We gather as women 
who believe in the power of resurrection—the power to transform lives from small bits of bread, wine, 
coffee, tea, needle and fabric.  I keep finding myself with women.  And in them, I find myself in Christ.” 

 
 
 



FAMILY PROMISE OF GREEN COUNTY 
 

This year marks the 10th anniversary of Family Promise of Green County! Bethlehem was one of the first 
congregations to make a commitment to serve as a host congregation and we continue to support and 
sustain the work of our interfaith hospitality network. Like everything else, FPGC had to make some 
changes in 2020 during the pandemic, and beginning in mid-March, we began hosting up to two families at 
a time in the new day center. The rotational schedule remained in place with congregations safely 
providing for all meals and groceries.  
 
The following is provided by Rick Gleason, Executive Director, FPGC: 
 
Together we provided services to a total of 44 families consisting of a total of 105 people. 54 Adults and 51 
children. 

• We assisted 4 families in finding permanent housing 
• We served 6 families through Shelter Diversion/Stabilization services 
• We provided emergency shelter for 4 families (All families entered independent housing)  
• We helped 4 families find employment 

The remaining people who received services were for assistance locating housing, food to families, gas 
assistance, rental assistance, hotel vouchers, and referrals to many families outside of Green County who 
had exhausted services. 
 
Thanks to you and your congregation for the support! You are all so appreciated and I hope by mid-year we 
can be planning to return to our rotation. 

 
 

WELCA at BLC 
 
WELCA  met on Mon Jan 13, 2020 with 8 people attending.  Election of Officers was held. 
President: Janice Knight; Vice President: Open; Secretary: Christy Long; Treasurer: Gloria Watrud. Old 
Business: Pennies for  Purpose, Paraments Update, Butter Braid Fundraiser, Thank Offering Review, 
Skaalen/Pleasantview Review. New Business:   March Women’s Service, Monroe Conference Date -  Sat. 
April 18, 2020, Salad Luncheon to continue??,  April Spring Meeting- Monday April 20,2020.  Covered 
Bridge Days Food Stand-continue?.   Meeting closed with The Lord’s Prayer. And then Covid-19 came upon 
us and Everything was cancelled.   
Hoping and prayer for 2021 to be able to bring us together safely.     
 
God’s Peace, 
Janice Knight 
 



 2020 STATISTICS 

 

 

Name     Church Transferred to/from  Date   

 

TRANSFERS OUT (2):        January 30, 2020 
1. Kent and Renata Olsen 

 

 

TRANSFERS IN ():    

              

     

CONFIRMATION:          

There was no confirmation class in 2020 

 

BAPTISMS: (1)         Date 
1.  Olivia Jo Trace   Parents: Tanner Trace, Riley Diffenderfer September 20, 2020  

     Born: May 15, 2019, Monroe WI Sponsors: Bailey Diffenderfer, Andrew Trace Rev. Peder Johanson 

 

   

FUNERALS AND MEMORIAL SERVICES 

 

MEMBERS: (5)   Type of Service Date of Service  Officiant 

1. Arlene Angie Lorch   Memorial at later date   

    Died: April 30, 2020 

2. Paul Louis Haraldson  Graveside Service June 9, 2020  Rev. Peder Johanson 

    Died: June 4, 2020   Rock Run Cemetery, Durand 

3. Hazel L. Johnson   Memorial at later date Unknown 

    Died: September 11, 2020  Private Graveside Service, Greenwood Cemetery, Brodhead WI 

4. Russel Roy Pinnow   Graveside Service November 16, 2020 Rev. Peder Johanson 

    Died: November 6, 2020  Greenwood Cemetery, Brodhead WI 

5. Elizabeth Ann Schooff  Funeral*  December 19, 2020 Rev. Peder Johanson 

    Died: December 15, 2020  Greenwood Cemetery, Brodhead WI 

 

NON-MEMBERS: (2)   Type of Service Date of Service  Officiant 

1. Gloria Margaret Haroldson  Memorial  January 3, 2020  Rev. Peder Johanson 

     Died:  December 19, 2019 

2. Jill Ann Blakely   Memorial Service March 5, 2020  Rev. Peder Johanson 
    Died: February 29, 2020                      Burial: Greenwood Cemetery, Brodhead WI  

3. Butch Bishop   Funeral*   August 1, 2020  Rev. Peder Johanson 

    Died: July 26, 2020   Greenwood Cemetary, Brodhead, WI      

 

*Service was not held at Bethlehem Church 

   

 

WEDDINGS: ()      Date of Service Officiant 
1. Heather Lawrence & Joann Fenwick   October 10, 2020 Rev. Peder Johanson 

 

 

Statistics compiled by Pam Kessler, Secretary 

December 30, 2020 



NOMINATING COMMITTEE REPORT FOR 2021 

 

 

➢ Nomination for Treasurer (year to year election): One year election (See C11.02)  

 

Todd Long 

 

➢ Nominations for Congregation Council Members  

 

Helen LaBorde  (2nd term)  (2024)  

Donna Millard  (2nd term)  (2024) 

 

Continuing Council Members are: 

 

Jeff Blizard  (1st term) (2022)  

Carl Hearing  (1st term) (2022)  

Barb Krattiger  (2nd term) (2022) 

Hailey Carvalho (1st term)   (2023) 

Nick Jarvis  (1st term)   (2023) 

Julie Neeley  (2nd term)  (2023) 

 

  

Retiring Council Members:   

  

➢ Nominations for 2021 Nominating Committee (one year election): 

 Three nominees needed:    

                      

            

➢ Nomination Financial Secretary 2021: Christy Long (2121-2024) 

Continuing Financial Secretary:  Wayne Dieckhoff (2020-2023) 

 

 

➢ Nomination for Mission Endowment 2021:    Nick Jarvis (2021-2024)  

Continuing Mission Endowment Members: Tom Matteson (2020-2023) 

     Natalie Ponkauskas (2019-2022)  

  

 

➢ Voting Members to the 2021 Synod Assembly and other required voting meetings listed below:  

o Virtual Assembly, May 1-2 (one or two-day event, TBD) 

 

2 voting members (1 man/1 woman): Wayne and Chris Dieckhoff 

(Optional) 1 youth/young adult voting member: Nominations from floor  

 

➢ Skaalen Home Liaison:  Carole Haraldson 

 

 

Submitted by 2020 Nominating Committee:  Todd Long, Kirsten Johanson, Steve Mischka  


